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ERRATA. 



Page 28, line 17. For Nigam's. Read Nizam's. 
39, line 4. For Point. Read Point A. 
54, line 4 from bottom. For (a). Read (d). 

68, line 14. For North-East. Read North- West. 

69, line 3. For Sooth- Westerly. Read Sonth-Easterly. 

79, line 8. For position marked (2) on the Plan. Read 2d posi- 
tion, marked on the Plan. 
100, line 3 from bottom. For m. Read in. ' 

114, line 14. For left. Read right. 
Do. line 21. For left 12ead right. 

172, line 12. For breachhig battery, to bear on the retaining 
wall No. 4. Read breaching battery. No. 4| to bear on 
the retaining wall* 
178, line 5 from bottom. For West side. i2^ North side of the • 
Upper Fort, by the gnns placed in battery (k) of the 
West attack. 
185, line 12. For (2 and 6). Read (a and b> 
From Page 204 to 223 inclnsive. Dele 1819 in the margin of each 
Page. 
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N the Work now oommUted to thei iad^*' 
gence oi the public, the Authpjr. does i^ol^ prOr 
feBs to relate any thing, pevr, regarding the 
events of the late Mahratta War, which} ^m 
already aN^c^ently kqowQ^ through the aie- 
diuip of the difiercQt histories of it, : tj»9jt bav^ 
been p^ibU^h^d: hi^objiecthaa.heeiitopresf^D^ 
in cfd^^f/, particular operations, which tbi^ nature 
of those histories has obliged their Authors to 
treat in a cursqry: nj^nner, but of whicK *» 
forBfijQg a most impoiftant branqh ofithe war^ 
it is essential that at) account, should hie gi V€9^ ; 
not oqly ai9: ft i;pcojpd of the pii3t, but ^0. \i jnay 
also be made a land-niarkfor.the future^.:. Itis 
with this yii^w, that he has added to the journals 
of the diffierait tueges, a few remarks ^pon the 
operations catried on, and (hat he has treated 
tbei whole aulpject : at largev in. his prelkninary 
and concluding Chapters^ .In the former of 
these,, the Author has hazarded some observe 
tions and reflections on the Natite Fortresses 
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of India, between which and the Fortresses of 
Europe, he has endeavoured to draw a com- 
parison. In the concluding Chapter, he has 
considered the best method of attack, and the 
means at pr^nt ppse^sed by ^^e Engineer 
Department for carrying such a system into 
execution, and he has done so in hopes, that 
whatever objections may be raised to that sys- 
tem, and however defective it may be, the dis- 
CQHsion will be of use, in drawing more atten- 
tb>ni tothesubjeci; and that it may aid m giving 
S: ■ tndre decided and energetic shape to our 
filiiire si^e operations. •-> 

' - It was the Authoi^'i^ Original int^^nii^n to liaVe 
included in this Work, the sieges 'which took 
place under the other Presidencies, and an 
appliiiafidn was accordingly made for the ac- 
counts of those carried on by the Bengal cirmy, 
from a quarter which he hoped would haVe 
met attention ; but in this he was disappointed : 
and he has therefore unwillingly been obliged 
to confine himself to the sieges •undertaken by 
the Madras Divisions. It may be observed, 
that an official Journal of every operation of the 
kind, containing each day's work, as entered 
at the time, wa^ kept, wherever an Engineer 
Officer of the Madras Establishment was pre- 
sent, and transmitted with the Plans, &c. to 
the chief Engineer's Office. The liberal access 
to these, which has been granted to him by the 
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Madras Goverament, and wfaicb has afforded 
him every opportunity and information he could 
desire, demands his warmest acknowledge- 
ments. The Journals therefore, from which 
the following have been taken, are all official, 
smd he has strictly followed them, exce{rt in one 
or two instances, where having been present 
himsdf^ and having taken memoranda on the 
spot, he has viewed the operations in a different 
light. These deviations, which however are 
very few, are remarked in the notes. The ac- 
counts: of the si^es, at which there ^ras no En-: 
giheer Officer present, have beien extracted from 
Lieiit.CSol. Slacker's Memoir*, to which he is also 
indebted for much valuable information, r^ard* 
ing the strength of the different Corps, and the 
general movements ofthe Drnsiopsand Troops, 
although these, it may be observed, are only 
ncfticed,' so fkr as they are connected with the 
object 'of the present work. There are one or 
two instances, in which the Author has found 
himself obliged ta dissent from the conclusioris 
drawn by that disthi^uished 'Officer; and this 
difference of opinion is only noticed, tiiat he 
may at the sirnie time mention, that it is offered 
with diffidence. The Plans of the Foils, at the 
sieges of which Engineer Officers were present, 
were executed by them, and the Views, which 

'* Of die bperatioiM of tlie Britisb Army hi ladiik, iwihag 
tb^H fthmlta/War of 1817, 1818 ftod 1819. 
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are introdMedv to iitostrate more folly = tli^ 
nature of some of the places attacked, havd 
been copied from the drawings of diiferenlfc 
BVlends and Brothel- Officera. The Author 
thinks it' right to mention, that his Woitk| ha!s 
b^n eoDsidwablyi delayed, in c6iiBe<|nenfid of 
tiws dilQScahy he experienced, in obtaining) the 
information necessary lor combiifing: the Jourab^ 
ats of the several sieges into a connected Jfap 
rative. -^ ■ • ■ i.- *■ '^'< ■■' ;' Ji^;ji[ 

Having thtis staged liiii aolfaovilies/fctr the 
fecte veconled iikihfi followingWoHc; none of 
lirhteh are brought forward as sncfaii bilfcw»hat 
be eitfaei^ knows of flrmly believes io.bci^ltitee^il 
only remains to say a few ^rds on the ofiukiMis 
the Author hai^ expressed,- regarding: the Jaoffit 
Clancy of the Engineer Department, Miadfofithe 
ifhproveinents he considers neoessdry i in ^ ebb* 
sequence. These opinions bavei lieen l^OttMtly 
formed, after long reflection, aad lie has- )bj5i^n 
strengthened in them by knowing, that they are 
the unanimous sentiments o£ his )Btdthetr XDffi* 
eersy and that they all ^eib: witfafhirii, .ioa^ 
ahxloits wish, to see the Gohpsto whieib.tb^ 
have the honor to belongs placed on a footing 
of ^uat efficieticy with tb6; rest of the Artoiy. 
He has expressed himseif with iootifidence^ 
beca«ise from tbei anxiety -which the Court of 
directors, have always d^own, tQ , haj^e, this 
branch of their 'Army^equal to the perforuiaiK^ 
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of dtoidttties^ and the liberality with which they 
enable their Engineer Offices to perfect tbeni- 
Mlves in >their profession^ he is certain, that it 
is only necessary that these defects should be 
clearly pointed out, in order that they may be 
immediately remedied. He is awai^e^ that part 
of the system of attack, he has laid down may be 
open to objedioD; but he trusts thattbe pneci- 
ple on which it is gf ouinied will be acknow- 
ledged to be correct, 'and therefore^, that the 
whole;Wiill be indulgently received. 

The Author has great pleasure in publicly 
ftdkuowledging the assistance he has received 
from all hm Brother Officers^ who have had it 
inctheir power to fotiwaxd bis present object, 
and in jpartieuladr he must express the dbli^- 
tiottft he isi under to the late iGaptain Coventry, -^ 
audi to Ga|>iain Anderson, of (the £ngiBieera, 
-whp have provided him with miich i^alnable 
information an difierent plants, since the cen- 
mencement of his undertaking, and of whose 
advice he has largely availed himseIC 

Whatever opinion may be formed of the pre- 
sent Work, the Author trusts, that the motive, 
which induced him to undertake it, will be 
considered praiseworthy. It was an ardent 
desire to see the Arttty; fe feels it a pride to 
belong to, as distinguished in one branch of 
warfare as another; as victorious, when set 
down before the strongest Forts of the Natives, 
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as they have always been, when charging the 
most overwhelming Battery on the plain ; and 
his anxiety is increased by a conviction, that the 
deficiency in the Department to which he be- 
longs, has been the only obstacle to this de- 
sirable object He regrets that the subject has 
not fdlen into hands (of which in his own 
Corps there are many) who would have done it 
more justice, but it is to be hoped, that so good 
a cause will not suffer from the weakness of the 
advocate. He has only to observe in conclu- 
sion, that as this Work would not have been 
undertaken, but for the kind and flattering 
assurances of the distinguished Officer, under 
whose command he was then serving, so would 
it never have seen the light, but for the encou- 
ragement received from him and other Friends, 
whose opinion in favour of it may, he fears, 
have been too much biassed by feelings of per- 
sonal regard towards the Author. 

Mapras, 
February 14M, 1822. 
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CHAPTER t. 

OF AN INTRODUCTORY NATURES—THE PROGRESS OF 
FORTIFICATION IN EUROPE TRACED.— ITS IMPER- 
FECT STATE AMONGST THE NATIVES OF INDIA.— 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE DEFECTS OF THE 
ENGINEER DEPARTMENT IN THE COMPANY'S SER- 
VICE, AS FAR AS REGARDS IHE DUTY OF SIEGES. 

7£LE Author of this short work, although CHAP. 



young ia his profession, has had some expe- 
rience himself, and ha&always been anxious to 
profit by that of others. A strong sense of the 
benefit, he would have derived, even from such 
a collection, as that, which he has now been 
able to make, first suggested to him the idea^ 
that his leisure hours might be well employed, 
in endeavouring to give that advantage to others, 
which he had so often regretted not possessing 
himself, .j Should he succeed in adding to the 
Library of his military friends, a short Tract, 
in which they, will find, in a portable form, that 
information, which would ot;herwi8e have* re- 
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CHAP, mained shut up in portfolios, or in offices, and 
y^ r ^ which consequently would have been unavail- 
able at the moment of emergency, his design 
will be fully accomplished.' '^iit he has said 
enough^ ^ s|i|3J^ct is icfctv^t^ pnfc vrhich 
demands conciseness, and would be injured by 
an attempt at fine obmposition, to which he is 
unequal. He proceeds therefore directly t& his 
task. 

The variety of construction in the Fortresses 
of India, the character of the Garrisons, some- 
times bold, obstinate, a&d enthililiaistieally 
brave, at oHier times timid^ irresolute, dud dis- 
heartened^by trifling reverses,, toge^er with 
our own frequently imperfect means of attack, 
*i are circumstances, which have constantly 

obliged us to depart from the estabUshed raids 
laid down for the attack of fortified places; 
and are the causes that our Siege History in 
this country so often exhibits results, difierent 
from what would be calculated upon, by those 
who are only accustomed to the r^ularity of 
Hiis warfare, as carried on in Europe. The 
Science of Fortification is ^here almost in its 
infancy. With the exception of those bailt by 
ourselves, or by other European Powers, who 
have at diiffisrent times obtained a footing in 
India, and of a few, belonging to Native 
Princes^ which have been constructed, or im^ 
proved, by European fingineersin tbeir^sepvice. 
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th^fl^mt^ in India, are nearly what places of CBW.P. 
dk^noe; w^te in Europe, four centurieB ago ; 
audi therefore, a l^rief review of the vise and 
ph9gi!eaa of fthe wt'of Fartification, in tibe latter 
^ma^ttor df th^ Globe, may serve to ilfaurtmte 
the<soaipari6oa I wish to make, between Indian 
and Suropean: FMfaresses, so far asl^gards 
tiM^ir re)allf6 strength at the present mooneiKt 

In .periodt^ ol renote antiquity, when the 
means of attack weare ais rude as the. defences 
which they were meant to destroy, a town sur- 
rounded (by h%li walls, gave tte inhabitants 
ample security digainst an. enemy ; but wbetn 
some degree of sdbence was intnoduced lU'dite 
attack, these deifeaces were of Uttlie?avail,;and 
an improvement was iMind neeessary. The 
first step ftowarda it was iim addition of round 
or . squaTC > toi|irer8» to the angles attd Mher 
parte iOf the walls j^ bat these , towersi, thoi«gh 
thc^ commanded thee&etny's apptoacbes vthile 
at a certain distance, ceased to be of use w^mh 
he reached |he ground at their base, which 
they ieft imdefended^ except by the uncertain 
fire of small arms through liM>p-»hoks. Tbey 
therrfore gave pbace^ after the iotrodaetion of 
artillery, first to Redans, and afterwards to 
Bastions^ whieii by establishing a flanking fire 
remedied tikis defect; but wbich were at first 
nude: very small, and generally at a great ^s>- 
taiicfi from each otherv and were therefore unable 
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C^P. long to resist with success the rapidly improT- 
ing science of attack. . Indeed, neither the SKse^ 
nor relative position <tf. these works were r^u«- 
lated by. any ratablished rules,- but frequ^itly 
depended oti the caprice of the iudiWdual^ foy 
whom they .were erected, until in process of 
time^ the different Continental nations adopted 
peculiar systems of their own» all differing from 
each other, and all more or less defective. 

Such was the state of Fortification in Europe, 
in the middle of the seventeenth century, when 
Pagan undertook, in a Treatise published in 
1646, to reduce to order these various and 
opposite theories, and to free them from the 
errors and intricacies with which they abound- 
ed ; and it was not until this period, when he 
laid down on sound principles, certain rules 
for the dimensions and relative position of the 
different parts of a Fortress, that Fortification 
could be said to have become a science. Since 
that period, such great and rapid improve- 
ments have taken place in this art, that it may 
no w. be allowed to have reached a very highr de- 
gree of excellence, although no method has 
yet been discovered of rendering a fortress im- 
pr^^able. 

The natives of India have made but little pro- 
gress towards this perfection. They do not 
seem to be aware of the importance of that 
maxim, which is the ground- work of European 
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FortificatioD, namely, " that every work of a CHAP. 
Fortress should^ be defended or flanked by 
some other." Their system, if snch it can be 
called, is that of .a simple inclosure, consisting 
of a continued wall, with round towers at in- 
tervals, the defects of which have already been 
noticed. There appear to be no determined 
ruleis ' for the profiles of these works, nor for 
the distances to be preserved between the seve- 
ral towers ; which particulars vary so much, in 
almost every. Fort, that it would be impossible 
to attempt to fix a standard for either* Such 
are the works, by which almost every village 
in India ts protected, but to some of their more 
important places, they have added one and 
sometimes two ditches, together with outworks, 
which render regular approaches necessary. 
The great depth of these ditches might consti- 
tute an obstacle, not to be overcome vrithout 
some difficulty, were not this advantage in a 
great measure neutralized ,from the circumstance 
of the bottom generally containing dead ground 
close to the scarp, to which the besiegers, after 
hiaving made their descent into the ditch, may 
therefore attach their miners with perfect 
safety. But defective as the Forts of India are 
in their construction, and inferior as they are to 
those of Europe, it is far from my 'intention to 
represent them as contemptible. Experience, 
which we have bought at some places by de- 
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CHAP, sacrifice of Utos ; bnt it would be painftil to 
pnrsue this subject, nor is it necessary for me 
at present 'to enlai^e farther upon the system 
we have generally followed in the attack of 
Indian Forts, as it will be fully exemplified in 
the sieges about to be recorded. The Native 
method of carrying on such openitious, rif 
briefly stated, may, however, be interesting, as 
it will show how completely in this, as in other 
countries, the arts of attack and defence have 
kept pace with each other, in their general 
efficiency. 

The Natives appear to be utterly ignorant of 
the advantage to be derived from attacking a 
salient angle, and of the art of conducting ap- 
proaches by Sap ; and, generally &pe^king, they 
are also unacquainted with Mining. When one 
of their armies sits down before a place, the ob- 
ject appears rather to be to'harriass'the besi^ed, 
and weary them out by a strict blockade, than 
to effect an entrance by lyte^chihg the walls t 
for although guns are used, they, are placed at 
such a distance from the town, out of musket 
shot^ and not always in battery, that their 
effect is Uncertain, and even this desultory fire 
is only kept up at intervals during the day ; for 
at night, to guard against the consequences of a 
sally, the guns are always withdrawn to the 
camp; and this ridiculous process is continued 
till the besieged iare tired out, and a compromise 
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is entered into.* The Natives of Hindostan, CHAP, 
howeyer, of a particular cast, are said ' to be 

. * Aaamusuig.accouot of ^he siege of Doonee^ a small 
fort, garrisoned by two or three hundred Rigpoois, whidi 
resisted successfiilly for upwards of a month, the ut- 
most efforts of Dowliit Row Sindidi, backed by a nuiiierous 
lOrfillery, and an overwhelming force, is given in ^'Brbnghton-s 
iiCtt^ firomfa:;Mttluratla Camp/' At the commencement of 
the siege*, the opevatiqis w^fe under the, direction of JBiaptiste, 
wbo commeuQed a; rnine^ and as there was.no gun in the 
place, established posts round it withm musket shot: but 
Bieiptiste being ' ordered away on some other duty, the mine 
was abandoned. After thra the garrison made severed sallies, 
iaoneof which th^y succeeded in caitying off into ^e fort 
two gims : aft^r vrhioh, to avoid a similar accident, the' be- 
siegers withdrew their guns every night firom their batteries. 
When the shot at lepgth began to tell on the walls, and to 
destroy more than the. garrison could build up at night, they 
commenced a ditcl^on that side, aqd carried itpuin the face 
pf, aijd in despite of the besiegers. Thb creditable defence 
was at lac^ brought to a close, io the usual way, by ,a composi- 
jtion . being . entered into with the besiegers. The siege of 
Darwar, i^ l^OT, is top well known to require recapitulation, 
and the following acpount of the siege of Beescondahy a ^wn 
sujrrounded by a wretched mud wall, situated in the Nizam's 
(dondnions, apd 8^acked by a part of the Prince's fprce, and 
related in. the words in which it was given to the apthor, by a 
frii^nd who hai^pcined to be an eye-witness of the commence- 
mi^nt, will well complete this.picture of Native attacks. *' The 
'V besieging army consisted principally of horse, and about 
^' four guns, and arrived before the [4acjB the same day on 
** which we were passing it, in January, 1815* They had no 
** defences for their guns in the shape of battery, or trenches, 
*' which were drawn out in the open plain, at the distance of 
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CBAP. expert Minerd, and the Artillery attached to 
Sciadiah's regular brigades beipg well ovgarrii^ 
ed, more science may have been displayed 
where these hate been employed ; httt the pic- 
ture I have drawn is certmrily not ah eiagge- 
rated one, a3 fiir as /^ards the; sy stein ^if £^|)^. 
purau«d by other Native Ppw^s, wbiQ, ba,?^ 
not hftd these advaiitagesw> Hydet^and* T^^pod 
had French Engineers in their service, 'by 
whom their siegeS were generally cotidtiicfted', 
but when this was not the case, the same 
ridiculous and iippotent mode of prpce!e;4^P& 
that has been described, was followed by thiemu 

Hmt to return to l^e subject : It is evident 

' -. ••■,•.• . ....■=".'■•• i. 

^ dXntmt 50 yardfs aurunder. The besiegei-s^' bacttifp wftid ][>ltf c^d 
^ in low gtannd some distance in rear. ' 'lliey had a Porta- 
*^ guese^ vrha levelled each gon himself, and ftpp^eared to 
^'hwe th^ dfeection of the attack. Th^ fii^d ^oiit oiice iti 
** h quarter of -an hour, and if by charice it shot striick any 
'^ part of the Trail, so as tb raise a dti^t/'the'air ri^soiinded 
^''tHttf atefconations hr praise of thb old Pinftn^ese; trnb 
" seem^ i* IKJ smiaB <l^efliilftered thereby lAf^ 
« three d^, the mhabMants of the toihi, by k lAisteWy 
^^ inaMeiivre, broke dt>wn Ae bund of a tatd:/ eltid' iH^1^if{[ied 
** the eaiia^x>f the besiegers, who were bbligied t6 mbte tfefliir 
** groMnrd. The siege was brought to a conctiiiSotfin a cirrioiis 
•* way. A smart party of Europeans w^ire pitched neat* the 
** place fi^otrt tSM-ee weeks after, and five or six of tbem stole 
out of camp alt night, to assist the besiegers, and fired the 
gtms so fast, that the town was found evaluated tt^xt 
•* morning. Tw^ of the Europeans were wounded in this 
"frolic.*^ 
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that without proper means, science ip the CHAP. 
attack of places can be of no avail, and when , 
it js coasidered how utterly unprovided with 
these the siege department of the three Presi- 
deu^ies has,, untjl very lateljr, been ^ it will be 
found less ej^traordinary thait reverses bay^ hs^p- 
pened^ than that i^ye shoulc^ l^a^e eyer bjejen 
successfal. ^ These u^eans were fo^jmerly ,^s 
mach neglected in England, as tl^ey have been 
ill our Eastern possessions,. ?o that whenever 
we c^me in collision with the Cpntineptal 
Powers, our jnjferiority in this . branch was 
severely. fejitPuring the Peninsular campaign^, 
the ineflBicijeqcy of a body of pacers, wheii.wu- 
ajssi^tpd by aj^^^tirained. to siege duties, .w»s 
mpre fully displayed ; and in consre()^enc^. . pf 
the. repre^entc^tipns of ,tbe; Dukjs pf, ,;Wi^llio$(i9^ 
a . Corp^ vvay ^rajsedj. a^id a^, ^st^))lisbf](^fiot 
.fonqedfor their inatruq^ioni, under ^he.3uper- 
intendance of one of the ablest and most distin- 
guished qffice^^, in the Royal* Engineers,. By 
the excellent ,i?y^em pursued at jlihis Institijition 

at Gb9.ti)^y ^very ufaOi 'S Doiade prapticftlly 
acquainted ^ith the nature ofhisduti^ before 
he is sent abroaid^ and the jCprps; of .Royal 
Sappers and Miners now certainly yields ^|:o 
none of the older established ones, of the sftme 
nature, in other services, either in scienqe,. p|; ^n 
any other requisite for soldiers of this descir jp- 
tion. ■ » ,. 

B 
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The Directors of the East India Company 
are not ignorant of the advantages that would 
be derived, from having this branch of their 
army on a more efficient footing, than it has 
hitherto been ; for of late years all their Officere 
of Engineers, before leaving England, hiave 
been placed under the orders of the Officer 
afcove alluded to, in order that they may be 
more fully instructed in that part of their doty, 
wliich relates to the attack of places; and re- 

• cfently ia few recruits; trained atChatham,' have 
been sent out to Bengal, where a' permanent 
CorbSof Sabpfers and Miners has 'been raised, 
a.d a'la^e mire.^ ^aBe W the E«gipe« 
Corps. The sister Presidencies have not, i4s 

'^et, SJhared in these benefits, although the priii- 
'ci^le lias beefh established; and the necessity of 

* impi*ovemiBnt (itr time of war at lefast) aicknoW- 
lodged ; for, • dutirig the last cahi^aign in the 
Deckan, Lieiitenant Davies, the Senior En- 
gjneer of the Madras Establishment, with Sir 
Thomas Hislop-s army, was allowed (as a tem- 
porary measure) to i-ecruit 30 Eui'Opeans, and 
50 Pioneers, for this Service, who were deno- 
tiiibated Sappers and Miners. These men, it 
must be observed, who only volunteered from 

'ihe inducement ^of increased pay, were, when 
they joined that Officer, wholly ignoi^nt of the 
duty 'they were to be employed on, and the 
European part of them were so far from feeling 
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Xlkdki Esprit de Cotys, which shpul^.betliemain CBEAP. 
spring of a jsoldier's actions, that, .they at i^rst 
8eem€id;;ta Iqok on their duty as ; a degrading 
one ; butt : notwithstanding all Xh^^ disadv^Ur 
tages^i^d ttumerpus others, attendant on every 
Corps, . professedly raised only for a tepporavy 
object^ they wiere brought to a state of cpn* 
siderahjp efficiency, by the exertions ^of thpir 
ConmiaQf^iQg Officer; and limited as was their 
number, it may be fairly said, that the seififice 
disrived from them the greatest advantage^ and 
the iiivpural)le testimony of all thepfficers^ iin- 
dei: whpm;tli^y were employed in the field, ajs ^q 
their utijity^ ^shows how much more m^h(i Jbe 
epicpficted ^-ppa .a regular Establishment of £n- 
ginger Sloldiers^. The Madras Pioneers^ . ^ho 
(with thq above exception) . were, during |(l)e 
late wari : itli^ only inien at the ^ immediate dis- 
;podalfOf ithe Engineers, Ipr the duties of that 
depwttnent) possess, in a peculiar degree, cyc^ry 
necessaiiy physical qualification; l;>ut bein^ 
.never (exoept in jtim^s »of actuaj. .warfare) ,en}- 
ployedi ,ui Military W;orks, at least of this de- 
8crq]^tion,i ! their instruction in these duti^ com- 
menees^at the very moment tha^t practised m^n 
are>required ;< and if^ the experipncejpf a cam- 
paign inajjrihave made them somewhat, more per- 
jfcct, . lanpther war finds; them as ignprant as lie- 
fore^ i ot: perhaps replaced by a ffesh set pf mpn ; 
i)andjtjhe(AneiicheB aga,io. bt^cqmfi >U»€| ,^i^ P^ 

G 2 
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CHAP, instruction for the most simple works of a ^iege. 
v^^J^^ It IS but too common a feeling, to ascribe a 
failure against a Fort, to want of skill in tbe 
Engirieer, who conducts the operations; but 
let it be ^remembered, that in his plan of 
attack, not only the quantity of stores neces- 
sary, but also the qualifications and^ skill of 
the men who are to act under his ordei^s, must 
be taken into account ; and, frtntfa'^Aeficiency 
in both, we have frequently bcfeft obliged to 
reniain anfd breach at a distance,' wh€*i' we ought 
to hate been at the foot of bur eUemy's walls. 
It is surely no argument, that becaitilse these 
Forts are rude, we should not employ against 
them the greatest- science^ and ey'et^ means in 
our power; thjait because our successes hiave 
hitherto been as numerous as out* f eVerseSj we 
should be contient with this mfedicfc^ity of for- 
tune ; and should continue to incdr'the risk of 
adding to our failures, by a neglect- of means, 
which Vould insure a certain and successful ^ 
result to alt our siege operations ;:'fttid finally, 
that we should hazard, before evfery petty place 
we attack, our reputatioUj and the lit es ctf our 
soldieris; upoh the chance of the Gbu-risoa not 
possessing a due degree of courage and resolu- 
tion. Let the two essentials be united. : iLet 
ScicJnce be raided by efficient Means; :aud we 
shall render our enemies' situation as unsafe 
when sheltered by walls, as it is^ when opposed 
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I 

to us on the plain : we shall prevent that gal- CHAP. 
lantry, which overlooks difficulties, from de- 
stroying itself; and this page of our Indian 
History, which has hitherto been a chequered 
one, and sullied by defeats as often as it has 
been adorned by victories, will then become 
like every other, an unvarying record of success. 
The system which should be fallowed in be- 
sieging the Native Forts of India, must of course 
'differ, in some degree, from that which would be 
necessary in the attack of more regular For- 
tresses. The reasons have been stated in the be- 
ginning of this Chapter, nor can any thing tend 
more to show all the varieties best suited to this 
warfare, than an accumulation of facts, from 
which every officer, who may be employed 
in this service, can draw his own conclusions, 
and adapt them to his own case. To furnish 
diese is the chief object of the Journals con- 
tained in the body of the present Work, to 
which the Author has added a concluding 
Chapter, containing a few reflections on the 
nature of the operations, which would, in bis 
opinion, generally insure success, and also on 
the formation of a Corps of Engineer Sol- 
diers for the Madras Establishment. 
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CHAPTER II. 

FORMATION OF THE ARMY OF t4E DECKAN.-^-^I^GE 
OPERATIONS OP THE FIRST AND SECOND DIVI- 
8ION8.--NAGPOOR.-.TALNEIR. 

CHAP. It is well known that the object of the war 
yj:^ undertaken in 1817, by the British Government 
28jy in India, was the destruction of the Pindarries. 
These people have been so often and so well 
described by different writers, that it is need- 
Iess7 nor would it indeed be within the scope 
of the present Work, to enter into a particular 
Brief ac- accouut of their rise and origin. It may be 
the Pin. obscrvcd of them in a few words, that almost 
from time immemorial, they have been attached 
as a distinct class to Native Armies, which 
they have followed, without receiving pay, or 
being actuated by patridtism (the general in- 
ducements of people to become soldiers), and 
that they have been so far from wishing to be 
distinguished for their prowess as fighting men, 
that they have never soughtevenforpluncler,their 
sole occupation, but where it could be obtained 
without danger. Such was the humble origin 
from which the Pindarries rose, to assume the 
character and features of a distinct and sepa- 
rate nation, governed by Chiefs independent of 
each other, but acting in concert, and to sub- 
due whom, the whole weight of the British 
power was called forth. 
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Two causes had combined to operate this CHAP. 
change, and to raise a, despicable horde of v^«v^ 
plunderers into importance— 1st. The neutral 1817. 
and unintefering system of policy prescribed 
by the British Legislature to the Indian Go- 
vernment, and closely pursued after Lord 
Wellesley*s administration, by Mrhich we were 
prevented from checking the growth of this 
tribe, till we had suffered from their inroads in 
the devastation of some of our finest provinces^ 
2nd. The weakness of the Native Princes, 
whose standard the Pindarries nominally fol- 
lowed, and by whose policy they were fostered 
and encouraged, not only for the sake of the 
booty in which these Princes shared, but as 
being the only means by which they could 
weaken, or perhaps destroy the British power 
in India, for to that pitch had their hopes 
soared. 

To crush them the whole energy of that 
power was put forth, and had the Pindarries 
stood alone and unassisted in the contest, there 
would have been little to record, but their 
efforts on the one hand, to escape from the 
net, which we had drawn round them, and our 
combinations and endeavours to enclose them 
on the other. But the opportunity which was 
thus offered to the Native Princes was too 
favourable to be neglected. By the destruction 
of the Pindarries the British supremacy would 
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CHAP, be established and secured beyond their power 
to subvert, and it was therefore resolved to sup- 



1817. port them. 

Combina. Xhis Combination, to which iall the Mahratta 

tion of the ^ ' 

Mfthrattas. powers Subscribed, had then for its object to 
free themselves from the bondage of the British 
yoke, and to assert and maintain the Mahratta 
in.depeiidence. An Englishman's heart, though 
the interests of his country would suffer by 
their success, must pronounce their object a 
legitimate oiie, and their struggle for indepen- 
dence praiseworthy, but not so the means 
which they employed to further it: these would 
convey disgrace to the worthiest cause, and 
must meet with universal and unqualified con- 
demnation. 

It is difficult indeed, to imagine a l^cene of 
greater treachery and duplicity, than was ex- 
hibited in all the Native Courts, up to the very 
moment when they threw ofi'the mask of friend- 
ship, by which they had endeavoured to deceive 
our residents, and under which they had hoped 
to conceal their enmity. ' Fortunately the mea- 
sures which had been taken to give eftect to the 
campaign, enabled us to resist successfully, in 
every instance, their treacherous commence- 
ment of hostilities; and their treachery is 
hardly to be regretted, since it gave occasion to 
some of the most splendid achievements whicli 
have graced the progress of the British arms ipi 
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India. Seldom, indeed, or never, had a British CHAl^. 

11. 
army of such magnitude been assembled, as 



was put in motion on the present occasion, 1817. 
when the fordBs of the three Presidencies com- ^^^ ^«- 
bined, to Seicure the destruction of the Pindar^ for wmT 

. made ' 

ries^ and to provide against any attempts of the by the 
Native Powers to protect them. The Bengal General 
army, to whose share it was expected that the 
most active part of the operations would fall, is 
estimated by Colonel Blacker, to have consisted 
of more than 40,000 fighting men ; and being strength 
commanded by the Governor-General in person. Grand 
was denominated the Grand Army. The Ma- ""^' 
dras troops took the field under the designation . 
of the Army of the Deckan, while a part of the 
Bombay Army was put in motion from the side 
ofGoozerat, to co-operate in the general ob- 
jects of the campaign ; and in the course of the 
war, after our Yupture with the Peishwah, 
another division of the Bombay Army was em- 
ployed in reducing that Prince's territories in 
the Concan. 

For reasons which have been sufficiently de- 
tailed in the Preface, this Work has been con- 
fined to a relation of the Si^es undertaken by 
the Army of the Deckan ; so that an account of 
the formation and movements of the Bengal 
and Bombay Armies would be irrelevant, nor 
will those of the Deckan Army be detailed., 
further than as they , may be necessary to pre- 
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GHLAP. serve a connectiou between thjB different sieges 
which were undertaken. 



1817. The Army of the Deckan was composed of 
Det^of six divisions: of these the first was under the 
^]*« personal command of His Excellency Sir T. 
' Hislop, the Commander-in-Chiefoft|iis army; 
I the second was under the command of Brigadier- 

Genieral Doireton; the third division was com- 
manded by Biigadier-General Sir John Mal- 
colm, ..who was also Agent to the Governor- 
General, and had charge of oqr political interests 
throughout the Deckan; Brigadier-General 
Smith had the eommand of the foqrth division, 
consisting of Bombay and Madras troops; and 
thefifth division, which wais almost entirely comr 
posed of Bengal troops, was under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Adams. The reserve 
division was commanded by Brigadier-General 
Munro. The strength of these divisions at the 
opening of the campaign was as follows : 

FIRST DIVISION, 

Commanded' by His Excellency Lieutenant'General Sir 

Thomas Hisjop^ Barf* 

7 Companies of Europeans. 

6 Regiments of Native lofantry. 

1 Squadron of Dragoons. 

2 Regiments of Native Cavalry. 
2 Horse Artillery Guns. 

8 Foot Artillery Guns. 

4 Companies of Pioneers. 



1817. 
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SECOND DIVISION, ^^jf.*"' 

Commanded by Brigadier^ General Doveton. 

, ■ [' . ■ 

80 Sappers and Miners. 

8 Companies of Europeans.: 

6 Regiments of Native Iiifantry. 

1 ditto ditto Cavalry. 

4 Companies of Pioneers. 

8 ;Horse Artillery Guns. 
30 Foot ArtUIery Guns. 

THIRD DIVISION, 

Commanded by Brigadier-General Sir J. Malcolm, K.C.B. 

2i Regiments of Native Infantry. 

1 ditto ditto Cavalry. 
The Mysore Horse. 
Horse Artillery^ 4 Guns. 
Foot Artillery, 6 Guns. • 

FOURTH DIVISION, 

Commanded by Brigadier'General Smith, C.B. 

2 Regiments of Europeans. 
8 ditto* Native Infantry. 
1 ditto ditto Cavalry. 
The Poonah Auxiliary Horse. 

\' HoTs6 Artillery, 10 Guns. 
Foot Artillery, 17 Guns. 
4 Companies of Pioneers. 

FIFTH DIVISION, 

Commanded by hieutenanUColonel Adams, C,B* 

8 Regiments ol Native .Iniantry. 
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CHAP. 3 ditto ditto Cavalry. 

,_^rj^ Horse Artillery, 4 Guns. 

■jQ.^ Foot Artillei7, 18 Guns. 

^ RESERVE DIVISION, 

Commanded by Brigadier-General Munro. 

1 European Flank Battalion. 

2 Regiments of Native Infantry. 
4 Companies of ditto Rifles. 

2 Squadrons of Dragoons. 
* 1 'Regiment of Natiye Cavalry. 
Horse Artillery, 10 Ouns. 
Foot ditto 18 Guns. 
4 Companies of Pioneers. 

The total Army of the Deckan, including 
the Goozerat Division, commanded by Briga- 
dier-General Sir W. G. Keir, a brigade at 
Secunderabad, His Highness the Nigam's 
troops called the Berar Brigade, and the irre- 
gular and auxiliary troops, which have not 
been enumerated in the above detail, is stated 
by Colonel Blacker to have amounted to 70,400 
fighting men. 

The Battering Train and the Engineer De- 
partment alone, were utterly disproportioned to 
the strength of the army, to its general com- 
pleteness, and to the magnitude and importance 
Imperfect of the scrvicc ou which it was to be employed. 
Battering* For the deficiency in the former it would be 
Train, diflBicult to accouut The long rows of un- 
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mounted cannon of different calibres^ laying CffAP^ 
useless in all directioqs, ^Ipng the raipparts of 



I ».: 



our Fortresses, sufficiently attest that there js ISI?^^ 
no want of guns, to form the largest Giattierii^g 
Train, if it were thought ad viable to n^ake use 
of them; and tpf a person acquaiq.t6d; wit^h th^ 
wealth of our weli-stor^ Arsenal^, j( iRill.;^ 
pear ins^ter of astoj^isfbin^nt^ 1^9 well asTegn^, 
that what was dignified, with^ the appellation 
pf a Battering T.raiQi; iwitfa.^the^firiSiv He^Qad, 
aEid third diviaipns oft the »Anny of the I)eck8^n^ 
consisted pfonly tii¥0 Idrppijinders and tiiiro Im- 
pounders, two 8-incb nu)(rtap]9, and two : Sr^nch 

howitzer^.. ^ '. f .V ;;'\. .:...,;.".; ..,.., 

The Engineer. P^partqa^pt; with thf^ divi- 
sions was siitulanly ^constit^ted^ A: few spaliif g 
ladders, intrenching} tppls .for, fiAy nien,..ii(ith Ent^^ 
two or three plaitform cai;tg containing ^a|l ^^^ 
stores, formed, the; EoglP^r.. Park.; Npne of 
the peculiar tools op implements .reqnired in , . _. 
Mining, orintbeiS^p, \?!^r)eipro,vided^ Nor was^ .; '; ;; 
there any equipment; of \PpntoonB,, 01 ofptbar I,', /'!;;! 
stores yseful for the Military Fassage of Bjyerf* *;'|. ;. .*" 
These, althoqgh tho^ghrt indispensable iniil^u- 
rope, have never bee^ §uppliedii.n lndia,:either 
because they have beep deemed unneces$ary> 
or because it mf^y have been thoi:igl\t, that) the 
adva^ntage to be (jerTived from ti^^ax would - ^Qt 
sufficiently repay tfae expense of transpoi'tiog 
them* .- . ! ■ • ! .. • I--: • ■.. n '•■•'...'.■.■• ' ".. 
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cHaP. To thofife, Vho '^te acquainted with tbe large 

W.^i^ proportion of Engineer's stores of every descrip- 

181^/ ' tiou, usually carried with the Continentsll arhrfesj 

and recently with our own, towards the close of 

the Peiiinsulkr war, and subsequently in the 

opek^tions 6f the Duke of Wellington iil France; 

the abbte detail of stores, accompanying the 

Madias divisions, must Appear insigtiiflcartt 

beyond expression. In the other di\ision8; 

composed partly of fiebgdl and Bombay troops; 

arid furhished with equipkletltisfkFm those J^rie- 

»id6rides; thel Bd.ttering Traitif stod Engineer 

Departments ' althbttgfa V61y im ^efrferc t, Were 

more respectable than with the three former 

divisions' The Battering Train ^ith the fourth 

division *and reserve, consisti^d of six 18- 

.'.,..'• pounders, the same number 'of 12-pounders, 

fj^;,' * besides heavy mortiarfi aiid howitzers, ftnd the 

^Engitieer Park was alsO tolerably supplied. 

Ignorance The wiBint of Engineer Soldiers at the opening 

diers at- of the Campaign,' atid the ^^s Which were taken 

theEufU to obviiBite'this eVII, by'embodjtiii^ a few Eii- 

partment. ropcaus dnd Native PioVifeers^have been detailed 

in the preliminary ChaJ>ter ; but it may not be 

amisis to repeat hertk, that the Europeans knew 

nothing of the duties they were thus suddenly 

called' -oh ^o' perform, and that the Natives, 

although ac'^tistomed to work, were as ignorant 

Hof every branch of EttgitfeeringAsithe Europ^iis. 

In the fourth, fifth, and reserve divisions, 'evfen 
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this assistance mrad wanting, and the EngineeFS CHAP. 
had to ^epetid for all siege operations solely on . J}'\^ 
thef Pioneers. 1817. 

' Tb^ fiHst 'mbV^niefati^' of the troops in A ngnst, want of 

BB6UI8 rof 

^f^Mfij^t into prominent notice^ the imperfect thePai- 
^(ttte'Of the Department in oneef its most im- lUven. 
^j>6rtiint' brandMss/ and the third Chapter of 
Coldtoel Bld^kerV Memoir abounds in instances 
<*f the pro^ss df the troops being delayed by 
thef uniMrbd^ Bmal) 8trea:tns "v^bich intersect 
tbi1d part of the Deckan. The aid of the Eq- 
gitfe^ Beparttnetit to byercome these obstacles 
wsfsottfy called for in- one inlstcLtice, when they 
weife sent forward iti September, to prepare 
tt^niS foi^thiroWitlg the advanced division over 
the TAptee. 

As there were no Pontoons, and no timber 
Tdr foi*ming the superstructure of a bridge, if it ^. 

had been attempted to construct one with the 
common county boats, which were to be pro- 
cured on the river, a flying bridge was the only 
resource, and this was effected by drawing a 
strong sheerline across the river, along which 
the boats plied. But even this bridge proved 
useless,'for the advanced' division was stopped 
inits progress from Jaulnah towards theTaptee, 
by a small intervening stream (the Poornah), for 
a passage across which, no means had been 
provided. 

Immediately after this operation, the Engi- 
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CHAP. Aeer DeparttneD t returned to Af ulkapoor, where 

,^^' they remained with the Battering Train, in rea- 

1817. diness for the siege of Asseerghur, .which was 

then in contemplation ; but the hostilities, ^cpm- 

menced by the Rajah of Nagpoor, obliged 

; Brigadier-General , Po veton to re<f al .them, . jaipd 

they joined that officer at Oomaroott^eei iii AiH 

march to Magpoor, which place they reached 

on the 1 2th by forced marches ; the Batteripg 

Train having heefx thrown into. ElJiichipoor. 

Negocia- The repuIsc received from our handful of 

tion with i i • ■ • •■ •■ i -i^ • 

theRigah troops at Seetabuldeey bad mduced the R^jah 
poor. to negociate for terms,, and after considerable 
delay, he had come in to the Resident 0(i the 
morning of the l6t]i, promising that his gun^ 
should be delivered by twelve o'clock ; but 
his troops, who wexe in possession of the city, 
and had occupied a position Oiitside, defi^nded 
by upward of fifty pieces of cannon, seemed 
resolved to try their fortune once more. : 

The British Force was brigaded as follows: 

f Horse Artillery. 
Cavalry Brigade 3 6th Bengal Native Cavalry. 

^6th Madras Native Cavalry. 

6 Companies H. M. Royals. 

Right Brigade-. 5^ ^*^- ^^^^ ^^^^^^ Infantry. 

^Ist Batt.22d Bengal Native Infantry. 

Flank Comp'* 1st Batt. 2d N. Infant"^- 
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1 Company H. M. Royals. 
Center Brigade -{ 2d Batt 24th Native Infantry. 

1 Brigade Horse Artillery. 

Iapj.7. 

Sappers and Miners. 
1 1. Company H, M. Royals. 
Left Brigade . , ^Ist Batt. lltli Native Infantary^ 

' 1 Company 2d Batt. 24th N. Infantiy » 
Foot Artillery. 

The baggage and stores of the division were 
placed at Seetabuldee, under the protection of 
two battalions of Madras Native Infantry, and 
a battalion of the Nizam's Infantry, while the 
Berar Infantry in the service of our Ally the 
Nizam, was stationed in rear of the line. 

The enemy on the 15th (the day before the Battle of 

Rajah came in) occupied a position with their ^^^^' 

right flank terminating on the Rajah's arsenal Plate i. 

(two inclosed squares of masonry) and defended 

by a battery of 14 guns ; their left, which was ^ 

thrown forward at right angles to their general 

front, rested on the village of Baboolkairah, 

and was also defended by a heayy battery, and 

their whole line was strengthened by a Pettah 

in their rear, which might be reckoned part of 

the suburbs of the city. The arrangements for 

the attack of the enemy while in this position, 

and while it was doubtful whether the Rajah 

would accept the proffered terms, were as 

follows : — The left brigade was ordered to storm 

the Arsenal, which was to be effected by turn- 

c 
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CHAP, ing the Aaxkk of the trM>p» occupying it, and 
taking it in reverse. The centQr brigade was 



Igl,^ to attack the enemy's center, and to eadea- 
vour to occupy the Succad^cry, n pagoda, and 
extensive walled garden, with; a tank, which 
was iimned^ateiy in rear of th^ Pettah whidi 
the enemy occupied ; and th^ two brigades 
when in possession of the Arsenal and Succa- 
derry, were to establish a coromuatcation -with 
each other. At the same tfaie, the cavalry and 
right brigade were to attack the enemy's kCt, on 
which their horse were posted, and the cavalry 
were also to try to gain the Succaderry tdnk, 
in order to attaek the enemy in flank and reoK 
This plan, however, was not carried into execu- 
tion, lor on the f 6th the enemy abandoned this 
grornid, with the exception of the Arsenal and 
14-^n Battery, of which they still relahicd 
possession, and occupied a much weaker posi- 
tion with their right on the Nag Nnddee, a smaM 
stream which runs to the South of the City, havc- 
ingthe Soccadevry garden and tank in their 
front. They had also batteries distributed 
along their }iiie,in the center, and on both flanks. 
Ou the signal being^given for moving forward, 
the Arsenal was occupied almost without oppo- 
sition by the left brigade. Oh the heads of the 
other columns crossing the avenue which leads 
from the Succaderry to the City, the enemy^ 
center battery near the 'tank opened on th^n. 



and tinMiiedtatcSyf ttfterwunte the-b^UiteiieiBi on^Uke CBAF. 
ea^fny's r%tat. ' Tbelatter wer^stoiraiediry the ^^' 
rigbt aadt iCiater brigiades ; ^tnd tke reserve, alt ]^g|^ 
db «iaitie>tf me cqrrkd tbei battwrjT' weisir the tank. 
The csLfi\vy ^attacked ttie Mem^i^ ' foft • flattk, 
atiid, having car n4A the battery deiffeoditlg^ it, 
purraed^Ae metny, who iSed mall direetioiis/ 

IiBtaiediately after the battle whieh has b^sen Prepara. 
dMi^'bHdfly described^ a bodfy of iihe Nagpoor the attack 
Inlfatttiry; entiiisated at40€O inew, and of whom ^r?^' 
<m^ third were Arab mercenariest, oecupied ^e 
city, and ^ they refbsed to eTacnate it, hvk 
oil very UfifeaMnslble terms, it became neoe^- 
sary to dislodge them by force of *arms^* 

^Nagpbm* is^ situated in an epictensive f)lain, That city 
amid is, atrietly (^[leakifig, an open city. A ram- 
part in >the usual Natrre 0lyle, with Q«casi(mal 
round Towers, k^d on sdtne 'ft^rmer occasion 
been oommenced, but has in no piaoe been 
-davried to a greater height than^^ight feet, and 
fritt general less. The extent of the city, as de- 
fined by this unfinished ram part^ is scarodly ^ree 
miles^ but the subui*bB^ wbicb run close apt^Grtbe 
city wall, are nort less than seren milesin eir- 
cum^ence, eoctending'efaiefly on the North a^d 
£ast sides, and not exceeding" 400 yard's fn 
4epth on the West and South. (See Plat£ II). 

The strength of this position, a*dMih-wHich 
the Ar^s depended, consists in the nnm^srous 

c 2 •■ '*" • ■ ^■' ' 
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CHAP, stome buildings, situated ia different parts of 
,^J^^ th^ city and suburbs, mostiof which are capa- 
1817 "^'^ ^^ defence* Of these the most important is 
the old Palace, an extensive square work Aajokr 
ed with towers, and of a considerable height. It 
is situated towards the S. W. angle of thie cifcjr, 
at a distance of about 250 yards from,either.the 
South or West side ; and as from its central po- 
sition, and superior height, it in some degree 
commands the whole city, it necessarily became 
the object of our attack. From the forgoing 
description of its situation, and the extent, of 
the suburbs around it, the choice of the direc- 
tion of the attack evidently lay between, the 
South and West sides. 

On the former, immediately outside of the 
unfinished wall, the Toolsee Bang, an inclosare 
with some strong buildings, which could, be 
easily gained, would afford considerable facility 
to an attack ; but from that point the advance 
would be difficult, through narrow winding 
streets, defended by a number of strong houses 
on both sides, and it would be previously ne- 
cessary to carry the Grand Fort (marked O), 
an old Citadel capa^ble of defence, which flanks 
the right of any approach directed on the 
Palace from this quarter. 

On the West side, the bank of a large Lake 
called the Jooma* Taloo, affords an advantage 

* Jooma Mgnifies Friday^ and Taloo is the Hindoslanee 
wood for a Lake, 
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to assailants not to be overlooked This Lake, CHAP. 

TT 

or as it is termed in Indtsin phraseology, this ,^*^ 
Tank, which ext^ds from the base: of the jgtf. 
Seetaboldee hill to the snbnrbs 6n the West 
side of the city, is in shape neariy a parallelo-* 
gram, about 1300 yards long and 500 wide. 
The banks or bunds, formed of masonry and 
earthy are sufficiently high to afford cover to 
troops, especially on the city side, where they 
command the whole intermediate space between 
the Tank and the Palace. The principal and 
widest street in the city runs immediately from 
the East bund to the Palace, and at about 350 
yards from the former, passes through an arched 
gateway of brick, called the Jooma Durwasee, 
which is situated immediately behind the city 
wall, in a portion of an old rampart which 
remains complete. The main street, leading 
through this gateway, is bordered only by low 
shops, and affords a comparatively easy access* 
This side was therefore considered the most 
eligible for the attack, although it would be 
necessary to breach and occupy the Jooma 
Durwasee, which intervened between th^ bund 
and the Palace. 

PROJECT OF ATTACK. 

Under these circumstances, it was proposed, 
that the first approach should be made along 
the South side of the Tank, and having intrench* 
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CHAP, ed thi Eait blind of it^ to convert paH of it 
opposite the Jooma DaHkraaed into fk batfery for 



jggf^ destroying (hat \viMrk; aiid this wm deeameM 
^sseatial, aldiongfa the city wall, 100 yatdl» to 
the right and left cf it, was not e^ht feel h^hy 
and migkt have been ea^ oee^pi^d, became, 
from the gateway the rev^ttnent of the Palate 
nms seen ta the v^dry bottbin, while from any 
othiar paft, it donld hardty be wen ntk ail. Tbe 
Jooma DurwasM being breaefced, it was pr^ 
posed to uiake a lodgmeiiit on its rains, and in 
the wallii and houses on bitber side, and from 
thenoe to batter the Palaice. This ^diftce oncie 
in otir banids would in all probability oblige 
the enemy to evacuate the city; but in the 
event of thdr persevering to hold posses* 
stoof of any other principal buildings, it woitid 
then become necessary to reduce them by 
bombajrdment, or by breaching, according to 
arrangements to be subsequently formed^ the 
information regarding the interior of the city 
being only sufficient for tihe formation of a plan 
to gain possession of the Palace. All tbe bat- 
teriag train, except a few howitzers, having 
been thrown into Ellichipoor; on the rapid ad- 
vance of the Division from that place, a certain 
number of the enemy's guns, taken on the 16th, 
were selected for the operations about to com- 
mence. They were of inadequate calibre, being 
pHncipally 6 and 7 pounders, as the large 
guns were considered unsafe. 
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DMonb^ ike IBA. OBAP. 

The recfttntt^ materidft having been prqpar- ^ V, 
^> the first adraDCe was made during the jgj^ 
morniiig^ frottt tiitt Seetabnldee hiii, to the poiat 
where a batlery for two howitaers for boia- plate ii. 
barding the city^ and an intrenchtneDt for a 
sufficietit ftamb^r of men for its aecorityi were 
constructed^ Thid work, which brought us to 
within aboat lOOO yards of the Palace^ was 
completed in four hours without any ki9s» 

Diosmher 2(kk. 

This morning a second advance was made 
along tile bund of the Tahk ; this shewed how 
very inadequate the means in the Engineer 
l>eparim^tin tfaiil country are to the duties of 
a si^e, for the operation, though simple, was 
performed with difficulty^ 6wing to the Pioneers'^ 
on the working party, who could not be brought 
forward with the requisite materials to com- 

* The Aaihor is obliged^ in justice, to 9Mk that tfaie (n^hich 
^itin tb^ rest of these details^ is extracted from the Journal of 
the. Senior Engineer) is the only instance he has heard of any 
misbehaviour on the part of the Madras Pioneers, who have 
long been distinguished fot their cool steady braVeiry ; and 
dti otfs or t^d trying bcCarfofts, in ttbich be haft himself had 
att opporltitity of tfeeiilg them employed, they have sostatned 
thaifc character in a way that could not b^ surpassed by Euro- 
peans, or auy troops in the world. The present can only be 
accounted for by supposing that they were new to their work, 
unpractised, and unaccustomed to the £n^neer Officers, un- 
der whom they were employed. 
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CHAP, plete the Establishment, until the European 

^J^ Sappers and Miners had intrenched themseWes* 

jgl^ During this day, the whole of the East bubd 

Plate n. of the Tank was intrenched, and Battery No. h 

of four guns, to bombard the town and dislodf^e 

the enemy from different buildings, was traced 

out and completed ; and m the operation an 

Engineer Officer was slightly wounded. Wb^i 

the battery opened, the detachments under 

Colonel Scott and Major Pitman, advanced and 

occupied the positions B and c, and a company 

moved from b to a. 

During the night, Battery No. S, to lay open 
the gate and destroy the defences in its neigh* 
bourhood, was completed for five of the ene* 
my's captured guns. 

December 2l5/. 
Ail operations were suspended during s^ome 
negociations which were carrying on. 

December 22nd. 
The trenches were perfected, and the enemy 
dislodged from the houses lying between the 
bund and the gateway. During the evening. 
Battery No. 2 opened on the defences of the 
wall of the city, opposite the trenches, and on 
the gateway, to batter it. Although the guns 
were equal to this, it was evident, after a few 
salvos, that it would be impossible to breach 
the Palace with them, at that distance. 
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December 3^3rd. CHAP. 

The breach of the Jooma Durwasee was ren- ,^J}l. 
deted practicable, and materials prepared for ^ig^, 
forming a lodgmmit in it. A good deal of rain 
fell this night 

December S4IA. 

Materials for forming a lodgment having been 
prepared, an attack was ordered to 1>e made on 
the Jooma Dnrwasce, at l2 o'clock* Colonel 
Scott and Major Pitman were directed to make 
a simultaneous advance at the same hour, to 
dispossess the enemy of several strong houses 
in their front, and to procure better ccfvet for 
their troops. For this purpose the former was 
to occupy Toolsee Bang, and the latter a large 
extensive building (No. 5). 

The column for the storm of the breach,^ Arraii(te« 
consisted of S3 European Sappers and Miners, theattanit. 
one company H. M. Royal Scots, and five 
companies of Native Infantry, with the Pioneers 
provided with the necessary materials and in- 
trenching tools for forming a lodgment; in the 
trenches was a reserve of one company of Eu- 
ropeans, and four companies of Native Infantry. 

On the signal being given, the different par- Faiiare of 
ties advanced, and Colonel Scott and Major *^®****^'^* 
Pitman succeeded in occupying the positions 
assigned to them ; but the attack on the breach 
failed, notwithstanding it was perfectly prac- 
ticable, as the Pioneers who carried the mate- 
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CHAP, rials got into confiiston^ iknd tbe Europeans who 
. ^ ^i j l^d, GOuId not' be persuaded to pass tbt top of 
lgl^ thd breacb to ateiihilate the Amb party guard* 
iag it^ ^ho were so completely swptised^ that 
they were found drinking coffee and watrtoii^ 
themselves around a fire; bat they soon col- 
lected in great bodieii, and obliged tbecolUHan, 
after reotaining at the top of the breach lor soiBe 
time; to retirb. with considerable loss; the 
OiBicerwbo commanded tbid company of: H»M« 
Royals^ and the only one With thanit being 
killed in the inside of the breach^ the Senior 
Engineer severely wounded^ and a kkrge pro- 
portion of the Sappers and Miners disabled. 
The enemy Aft^ this faituiie, it was decided to wait for 
efacaate the battering guns, and in the interim the Arabs 
*®***^®* n^gocisited tO: evstcuate the <iity, receiving all 
their arrears of pay ; and it was agreed that a 
British Officer should be sent with them as a 
safe conduct to the frontiers of Khandeshi 

The state of the Engineer and Artillery De- 
partment^ at the attack on Nagpoor were^^ 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 

Lieut, Davies, Command' Engineer^ $ei;er«/y woumded. 
Ensign Nattes^ - - Staff - - slightly wounded. 

SAPPERS AND MINERS. 

3 Serjeants 

S Corporals ^Europeans. 
98 Privates 
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3HttviMw»Y 

2 Ifaig;aea vNativesw UL 

, 38 Privates \ 

' The JBogineer stoKs coosiated 4)f 1 400 sand 
bagn^t ^aad -the aufy intrenching took were such 
as oMiM be collected froia the jR^immt$ qf 
tAe Line. 

ABTILLEBY. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Crosdill^ CommandiBg. 
V^ftx WeUoD^ CoBMoimmaty of Stoiies. 
If ay or Gorehatt» wmmikd slightly. 
Captain Poi|paand, Brigade Major. 
Lieutenant Maxwell. 

„ CovJl, wounded severely. 

„ 1-ey. 
„ King. 
® Serjeants. 
69 Rmk and nie. 

3 Hea^y 5|-»iiicb Howitzers, 
il Li^ ditto* 
7 6-poundefs 

4 brass 7-poundersL ,^ , . ^ . 

. I ditto l5-poiinder 
150 shells for the 5|-inch Howitzers^ besides Ihe 
complement in tfie Tumbrils. 

The ammunition used, besides the shells 
above-mentioned^i was what had been taken 
from the enemy, which proved to be of a very 
bad quality. 
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CHAP. REFLECTIONS. 

^P^ The failure before the open city of Na^poor 
1817: ^^^ given ride to great discussion/ and the wis- 
dom of the operations pursued has been mfich 
called in question, but it is to be apprehended, 
that these doubts have originated solely in the 
bad success which attended it, and not ill any 
due examination of the merits or demerits of 
the plan. 

Reasons The principal reasons, which induced the 

for attack- » . -rt • *i •w«r 

ingNag- Commandmg Engineer to propose the West 
West^side! side for the direction of the attack, in preference 
to approaching by the low ground which sur- 
rounds the rest of the city, were— 1st. The 
excellent approach offered by the bund (or 
embankment) of the Tank, which afforded na- 
tural cover to within 560 yards of the Palace. 
2nd. That owing to the superior height of the 
bund, the houses between our trenches and the 
city wall would be rendered untenable by the 
Garrison. 3rd. That the first batteries could 
he easily constructed by merely cutting embra- 
sures through the bund ; a consideration which, 
in the imperfect state of the Engineer Depart- 
ment, was of no small importance. There is no 
doubt that the Palace was the object to be 
gained, not only as the principal post, but as 
the easiest to be assailed, and if the propriety 
of opening trenches against it be conceded, the 
above considerations must appear conclusive. 
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as to Hie superior advantages offered by an ap- CHAP^ 
proach on the West side; but it is against an ^|' 
ulterior, part of.the plan, that the strongest ob<- i^yj^ 
jection^ have been urged, and one writer, of 
deservedly high autbority^ has not scrapled to 
aasert, not only that th^ occupation of the Joo^ 
mf^ Durwasee wasidjudicions, but that.it was 
undertakeq against the Commaikding General's 
b^ter judgment, at the . earpest solicitations, of 
bis Engineer. The first part of the question, 
as to the propriety or oth^wise of the measure, 
affords reasonable matter for argument, but we 
may pass over the* latter, fis a gratuitous asser- 
tion, in direct contradiction to the tenour of the 
Genaral's public dispatches^ ^nd which, even if 
founded on. fact, could .oply tend to prejudice 
the fair investigation of the subject. 

Lieut. -Colonel Slacker, the author to whom uentcoi. 
I allude, and who has bestowed upon the attack ^l^tms 
on the Jooma Purwase? his most unqualified of l!ttJck'^ 
censure, appears to honour ivith his approba- "®^^^- 
tion the previous operation of occupying the 
bund of the Tank, and also the ulterior object 
of obtaining possession of the Palace. Now as 
the. Palace could not be breached from the 
^und itself,, nor from any other point on that 
Slide, excepting the intermediate position of the 
Jooma Durwasee, an attack upon that posi- 
tion became an indispensable part of the gene- 
ral plan of operation, which seems to have been 
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CHAP, appp^ed by Oolooel' Bfockier kiiiMi^. HeliM 
^h . not farmired bis readers by explairaag^what N 
1017. ^^>^^^^^^ worid fca?e sug^ted in ptekmiet^ tio 
the mode of attack actually attemptod ^ iMMt< it 
is evident, tbat after the band ^asr oc^tifmA 
wilb a view M opersitioDls ttgbidst the Pttthee, 
it would 'have been ^hei heiigk "of ftbdai^diliy 
t6' imve temained idle arid - inactive in' fbe 
Ibrraer position. In fa^/ after httving' beatdi 
the enem/s army in the field, (^eneiffell'OovefeM 
bad only one alternative: either to "wn^ *thitM 
the whcAe of his battering train and EngVBC^ 
stores were brongtit 4ip, which ^K^outd hiive 
occasioned a detay of at least fifteen days')* «r 
to commence an i nmiediate attirdt with Aie' im- 
perfect means he had -upon the spot. He cAiOBe 
the latter, in preference, as 4he more vigcta'Ofifi 
measure, and after having made this decision, 
lie could not, with any degree df consistency, 
bavie acted otherwise than be did. 

To recapitulate, and state more in detatf , the 
reasons in fevonr of the attack on the JoonUi 
Durwasee, they were as follows:— 1st. It was 
the only spot, from whence the bottom of the 
walls of the P)fttace could be distinctly seen, as 
at every other part a large mass of houses in- 
tervenes, without previously levelling whicfa^ 
it would have been impossible to effect a prac- 
ticable breach. 2nd. There were no large 
buildings in front of the Jooma Durwasee, 
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suffiemitl^ hear lo> it^ from iirbcnoe ottf trck^s, cilAF> 
aftop occfipjring that work^ alnd lodging thecoh .J ^V . 
8el¥e9 afeocHi tibd right and I^ of it» <XMiid ihava ijg^ 
beett aanoyed . by the eoemy 4 3rd. The eata'f 
btbhrnettt on the JdoriBa .Drnfiraaee ooold be 
iaade under the protection of our bttttery itnd 
tvendteson thebuad of thaTank* a. I . t 

it haa beeo aaaerted^ oa the otfaJBr hand^&at 

• • • 

eveo bad tiud assault 00 thatpoaitiontsaeceededi 
the troofw liraald haVe fotind toocoFer^ blitiat 
the gatiwagrvi a t^wy confined apace, and ^ivitbin 
the citj waUs^ Out it haa ibeeo: forgo ttea. by 
those, rAkO vrgfi Ibis objeotioD^ that the space 
between tbe band and the gateway imas a siit 
burb^ composed of low mud bouses^ every one 
of which would have afforded coyer;: tfaaJt this 
suburb extended on both sides ef th0 road aufr 
ficiently to lodge the whole Division, had it 
been tbou,ght advisable to occupy it^, and that 
the low wall of the city iitself, not eigb4; feet high, 
was excellent cover^ and codlid easily hav^ 
been itnpfoved, so as to answer evwy purpose 
of a parallel.* 

* Tb^ fri^ncU of liieut^-Colonel Blacker, and of lieut. 
DaiSA,, .th^ Commandip^;; Eng^ineer before Nagjpoor, vrhp 
wft9 kJStied XiGikt year in the execution of his duty, must 
:eq^laUy lame^ot, that the former, io stating his objections, to 
the plan of attack sow under discussion, should have ex- 
{ur^ssed himself 'm lao|;uage by no means respectful to the 
memory of the latter. Whilst he ackuowled^es 9ome of 
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CHAP. The foregoing considerations will pcNraibly 
^' lead to the conclusion, that the general plan 



1B17. ^^^ ^^^ most judicious, perhaps the only one 
that could be adopted. To some of the 



Remarks objections might be raised* The utility of the 

on the 

execntion lodgement made on the first day (at a), might 
^X^ be called in question ; and the time which wbs 
spent on this operation, might perhaps have 
been better employed, by occupying at once 
the East bund of the Tank. Another arrange- 
ment of the storming party might have led to a 
different result The leading men should hare 
been directed to occupy, and obtain cover, in 
the houses between our trenches and the gate* 
way, and to the right and left of the latter ; and 
the storming party would then have been better 
supported, and even if repulsed, much ground 

those high military qualities, by which Lieut. Davies was dis- 
tinguishedy he applies to him the epithet " petnlauty'' on an 
occasion, and in a manner, which to the general reader, iin- 
acquainled with either of the parties, will probably i^>pear 
unworthy of the dignity of Military history, Lieut Davies 
certainly possessed g^eat firmness and decision; and when 
called upon as the Commanding Engineer of the Division, to 
give his opinion on points of duty, he did so with that plain 
dealing and energy, which characterised his manly^d ar- 
dent mind ; but assuredly no man was less deservil^^w the 
implied reproach of want of temper or of manner, wfich Col.^ 
Blacker has thus gratuitously thrown out against him, an) 
which no doubt that distinguished Officer will be glad to 
cancel, for his own credit, if a second edition of his usefoi 
work should be required. 
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would still have been gained. The party of CHAP. 
Europeans should have been stronger, and they vj[^ 
should have been fresh men. The company -^-^ 
employed had been on duty tvirenty-four hours, 
and had been exposed during the virhole of a 
cold night, in wet trenches, to a heavy rain ; 
and these two circumstances, their small num- 
b^, and the fatigue they had undergone, will 
perhaps be thought more naturally to account 
for their backwardness, than the reason assign- 
ed by Colonel Blacker, that ^* they saw no 
" advantage to be obtained," in going forward ; 
a feeling fortunately little known to British 
troops, and which if a common one, would 
oblige a General, before he attempted any ma- 
nceuvre, to submit the propriety of it, to the 
wisdom of his army for their decision. The 
misbehaviour of the Europeans on this occasion 
may be thought a delicate subject, and it would 
he io, if the reputation of one of the most dis- 
tiiiguished Regiments in the service could be 
supposed to suffer, by the misconduct of a few 
of their number; and if that misconduct had 
not been nobly redeemed by the gallantry of 
thdr leader, which called fdrth from his enemies 
the Ughest en(x>miums, and to which they paid 
^ the only homage in their power, that of sending 
out a flag of truce, that his remains left in the 
inside of the breach might be carried away. 
If we had been successful in obtaining pos- 

D 
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CHAP. seBMOtt of the Palace, it laigbt kave bee» diff- 
^^Lj cult and tedious to dispoasess the Araba ef 
1817 ^^'^^^ parts of the city, for we must have fruatcd 
to the effects of boiubardmettt ; bad the Berrice 
been provided, with efficieot Miners^ a speedier 
termiiiation w^ht have beeo anticipated, for 
brave as the Arabs are, the destruction of a fe v 
of their strong holds by inkies, would doobit* 
less have convinced them of the mutility of 
furtlier resistance. The defence they made 
woiild have done credit to Europeao troopSi 
and, but in one instance, do they appear to Imve 
neglected taking every advantage whicb the 
nature of their position afforded them; they 
might have retarded our occupation of the Eat»t 
bund of the Tatdc, which they allowed im to 
iutrench, almost without opposition. 

These reflections on the conduct of the sie^ 
of N^poor, cannot be closed better than by the 
following extract from a letter from Brigadier- 
General Doveton, to the Adjutant-General of 
the army. 
Extmct '' I avail myself of this opportunity also of 

tlfOltt 

Brifiadier. ^^ bringing to his Excellency the Commander* 
DoYeton^s ** in-Cbiefs favourable notice, the exempLuy 
t\wr. *^ conduct and exertions of the corps of Sappers 
'' and Miners^ and of the detachment of Foot 
'' Artillery, during the several operations 
'' u^inst the city of Nagpoor, subsequent to 
'^ the action of the I6th of Deceinlier. 
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** Had it not been for the uncoititiioii eicer^ CttAP« 
'* tioM of Lieiitetiants Davied aiid Nattes of the ^^* 

En^neers, oad of thd men of the former of -tgis 

ihesB corps^ we flrhdiild never bave been abl<^ 
*' to carry oti our approached in the rapid tnan- 
*Mler they wdfe; Their donseqneiitfsttifacland 
-* exertifass were therefore (Mrdpdrtionably gredt, 
^* and prbire to my entire conviction, that this 
^' particular artu otily requires an adequate in- 
^' crease to render the most essential service to 
'' the public iDterest" 

Tlie Arabs, agreeably to treaty, evacuated 
the city early in the month of January, and * 
were adcompanied by a British officer* to the 
Ba^em frmitier of Khandesh, which povince, 
thodgh nominally divided under the rule of the 
different Mahratta Powers, was in reality, 
almost entirely in. the pdssesfrron of these bold 
and enterprising adventurers. They were fol- 
lowed by the Second Divisioli, which broke up 
frorii Nagpoof on the fi2d of January, and pro- 
ceeded by slow marches to th^ Westward^ 
tbfoogh the taHey of Beral*, by the route of 
filKchipaot. In their iitrogress, the two bill 
Fortresseisof Guyalgbtir and Nanallal, situated 
on tibd sumUiit of the lofty . mountains which 
form the Northern boundary of that valley, and 

'^ Likixienidi Shedtt. tile. Arabs on partmg with bim/in a 
niMLiiiifedf eqhally boAorebtef to bo^ piarties, foPoM on fait 
aoo^f^tane^ a- present, m testimony of theit legarA ted^esCtcnk 

2 D 
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CHAP, belonging to the Rajah of Nagpoor, were silm- 
y^^h^ moned and surrendered. Both of these places 
1818 ^^ formidable from their situation, and the 
former was always considered impregnable by 
the Natives, till it was taken by storm by the 
English Army under Colonel Welleeley, in the 
Mahratta war of 1802; and this doubtless was 
the cause of the ready obedience which was 
paid to the Rajah's order for their surrender, 
of which Brigadier-General Doveton wan the 
bearer. After occupying these places^ and 
some others on the plain, which belonged to 
* the Rajah, and which at first shewed symp- 
toms of resistance, the Division entered Khan- 
desh, and reached Ootran,. a place in that 
province, in the middle of February, where 
they remained to await the approach of the 
first Division, with which a junction was to be 
formed, 
victory of The first and third Divisions, it is almost 

Mahid- 

poor. unnecessary to relate, had crossed the Ner- 
buddah, and entered Malwa, the latter in the 
middle of November, .and the former in th^ 
beginning of December, 1817, and shoitly 
afterwards the combined Divisions encountered 
and defeated the Army of Mulhar Row Holkar 
at Mahidpoor. This decisive and glorioas 
victory, which rendered unnecessary any fur- 
ther operations in this part of India, except to 
pursue the flying and broken bodies of Pin- 



OPERATIONS IN M ALWA. 63 

darries, was quickly followed by the Treaty of CHAP. 
MuDdissoor, negociated by Sir John Malcolm, vJ[J^ 
between the British Govemnient and Mulhar ]g|g 
Row Holkar, by which that Prince's territories 
were greatly reduced, and the British supre- And Trea- 
macy acknowledged and secured. By one of <iiwoor."" 
the Articles in that Treaty, all Holkar's pos- 
sessions in. Khandesh, were ceded to the 
English, and orders for the surrender of the 
different places were delivered to Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Hislop, the Commander- 
in-Chief; who, shortly after it was . ratified, 
returned with the first Division to the Deckan. « 
The Division crossed the Taptee on the 20th of 
February, and a copy of the orderfor its sur- 
render, was sent to the Killedar of Talneir, one The Kiue- 
of the places in question, situated on the banks TaLoeir 
of this River, The order, however, was dis- Sbey^Hor. 
r^arded, and the Qarrison having fired on the foVsnmn'^ 
advanced guard, which came within reach of t^gj^f^J^. 
the guns of the Fort, all hopes, of passing it by ™«»Hi8iop. 
without notice, were at an end ; aud as the Di- 
vision was without a battering train, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief determined to attempt its 
reduction by a coup-de-main. 

ATTACK OF THE FORT OF TALNEIR. 

The Engineers, on reconnoitring the JPort, i>«^rip- 
found it situated on a knoll, but with the ground of Taioeir. 
around it so intersected by ravines, through Plate iil 
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CHAP, which roads g^eraUy ran, that cannovi m^t 

,J[^ be brought under corer to wiUiin 100 yarded 

1818 ^^ plftce. The Taptee defends one side^ and 

on the other three, diere is a hollow wa j aboat 

150 yards wide. The iaelosure is a wall of 

masonry, about 60 feet high, flaaked bjF eq^oaie 

and round towers. The entrance is oik ibe JSaet 

side, of diffieult access, having several traverees 

. of mud and masonry, and five gatea. The 

huts of the town apf^oach to within rouakcA 

shot of the walb. 

About 10 o'clock a. n. an emplacemaM was 
formed, and two A'pound^w, and two £j|4noh 
howitzers, protected by the piquets of (be 
Division, were brought up to (a), to play on Iht 
defence near the gateway. 

About 2 p. M. two 6-poundep8 were placed at 
(b)y at 180 yards distance, to ruin the thin para-r 
pets of the traverses of the gateway,, and render 
them untenable ; shortly aftw, a howitseer was 
remov^, and placed at (c), and a few roqketa 
were thro wn into the place. The i^rmipg par<7f 
consisting of three guns of the Horse Artillery, 
to blow open the gates ; the flaqk con^pai||ef( gf 
the' Royal Scots and Madras Europeaa Regi- 
ment, and the detachment of the Rifle Corps, 
was formed at the same time, at (a) ; the firing 
had considerable effect on the inu4 par^^ts, 
and between 4 and 6 p. m. the eaemy haviflis 
called for quarter, the storming p^rty advanced, 






Thie operaftiofi offers little subject for pro- 
fessional reflections. The Fort of Talneir is of 
trrAing strength, owing to ffiebrokenness of the 
grouiMi aronnd it, which affords cover in erery 
direction, and on the side of the river, up to the 
very walls of the Fort ; and with this deffect, it 
could make Nttle defence against a regular 
attack with snffieiiinit means. Its principai 
strengdl lies (n the constmction of the iirtctiof 
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and inet the Killedar- in the gateway^ coming CHAP. 
<Nit to negoGtate tems; be was sent oo tQ ,^Pl^ 
Head Quarters, and the puity advanced. Two |g|g 
gates were burst open without any resistanoe 
being offered, two were liltogetJMr unclosed, 
and at the last, some ottcers and grenadiers 
entered by the wicket, and tbe tatter attempt- 
ing to disarm the Arabs by lorce, who are 
vemarkably ponotitioQS in the preserration of 
their arms, an aA*ay took place, in wlbi^ all 
our party who entered, were killed or weanded. 
At length, the remainder o€ the storamig party 
siieceeded in forcing their vray through the 
wicket, and every man in the Fort wae put to 
the sword* 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 

Lieut. Anderson, Madras Engineers, severely wounded. 
T. H. Elliott, Royal Engineers, doing duty. 
Parton, Madiras E^igineers. 



r. 
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CHAP, of the Fort, which (as is often the case ^th 
,^J^^ places similarly situated), is ti solid mass of 
1$18. ^^^^^> much higher than the surrounding coud- 
try; upon which, the rampart and parapet, 
perhaps 1 1 feet high, are raised, and these are 
the only parts not solid ; so that in battering 
the exterior walls, which are 60 feet higfa^ the 
shot would bury themselves in an enormous 
mound of earth. But this would have been no 
obstacle against Mining, and this method, which 
would have been as expeditious as the one pur- 
sued, might have been tried on the present oc- 
casion, but, there being neither a Miner, nor a 
mining tool in the Division, nor even a scaling 
ladder, there was no resource but to attempt an 
entrance by the gateways. Like most of the 
Forts in this part of India, the gateway was the 
See Platb Strongest part, and (as will be seen by reference 
to the plaii of it) considerable pains had been 
bestowed, and apparently with great success, 
on preserving a proper flanking defence on the 
different passages; and if the gateway had 
been defended with the usual obstinacy and 
resolution of the Arabs, it seems doubtful how 
far a passage could have been forced through 
the four inner ones, even after the outer gate 
, had been battered down. 

Remarks 

on the un- Fortunatelv, no resistance was offered : and 

fortunate . , . 

affray,that it IS a stroug presumptiou against the treachery 

took place ,. 3 t a ■% 1 1 ■• 1 

at TBineir, imputed to the Arabs, that the advantages they 
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could hope to gain from it, were not to be ohAp. 
compared to what they might expect, by an ^• 
open resistance from the ramparts, which com- ^^^ 
mand the passages between the outer and innei^ 
gates. By the former, they might destroy the 
first few who entered the wicket. By- the latter, 
supposing the gates to have been shut, the 
whole of the principal Staff of the Army, who 
were pent up with the stormiqg party in this 
narrow space, must have remained exposed to 
the unerring aim of the Arab matchlocks, 
while a gun was dragged up this steep ascent, 
to blow open the successive gateways. On the 
justice of the sentence passed .on the Killedar 
and his Arab Commander, and on our right to 
inflict it, were I qualified to pass an opinion, I 
should feel little disposed to do so ; but I may 
be permitted to deplore, in common with all 
friends of humanity, that some Ambassador 
more polished than a British Grenadier, and 
one acquainted with the language and customs 
of the Arabs, had not preceded the storming 
party, to explain to them the terms on which 
they were to be admitted to quarter, and to 
prevent the possibility of such an affray as that 
which took place, and ^tbe loss of lives that 
necessarily resulted from it. ^ 

After the reduction of Talneir, a junction Farther 
was effected between the first and third Divi- of the fint 
sions, and they proceeded through Khandesh DimioDs. 
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caiAP. inta the vaiiey of the Godavery, which ihey 
^^ * entered by the pass of Chmdore. The FoitrMs 



l^jg wiiich ^iiarde thks pavs, together wiiA that of 
Gainhia^ both belongifig to Hoikar, ^iimendemi 
toi the &»! tteh Army witboot resistance. A Aer 
an inefiectiial attempt lo come up with tlie 
Peisbwah, the Head Qitattws proceeded to 
Auruogabad, when fiis ExoeHency SirTbMnMi 
tlev^M H^^l^P Ksigtied the ehief C6tnniand» and the 
brokenup, Army of the Deckan was broken op. 

The Bteond Dmsiofi rererted to k» old <Jhs- 
Prepara. sigmttion of the Hyderal>ad Subsidiary Foreo, 
redacinK and as sucby the main part of it was employed 
|^^F:^:iatheptiraiMtofthePei8hw«h, white a detoelt. 
ment, amounting to about 900 firdocks, with 
the battering traiip, was ordered to undertake 
the reduction of that Prince's Fortresses, and 
their operations wilt form the subject of a sub- 
sequent Oliapter. 



CHAPTER III. 



SIEGE OPERATIONS OF THE RESERVE DIVISIO^J. 
SINOHUR,'-B£LGAUM.--SHOI^APOOB. 



XH E hostilities coTOWienced by the Peishwah 
in November, 1817, had giren ample employ- 
tiient since that time to the fourth and reserve 
Divkions, composed of Madras and Bombay 
troops; and they had given hilM, on iseveral 



/ ; - , AIVACI^' OF; WBTOffOBi = . ! ; ^ 



Kirkee, and the cl^NMlce 4f;Corygaunii,iAle89<>D, !!— [*!. 
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i¥lii^ jpi^oJ^ly; i€QD¥inqed himi thitt tbiK best j 
iChfiuc0iQfi$Wcc09^ leather lay i^ bai:ra88iiigK)4iir 
troops ^y ttk^ rapidity af hie mov^meaM*. tb^n <^,t . * ! 
by. vatl^k^gi . Qiifep. eur small?Btf bo4ies o^ >tbe 
p^9« Stbortly flfter rte gftHant defeoders of iCJory- 
gaiin^t bad ^Qi^ct^ . tbeir retreal^ to Serrooir» the 
•coiphiiied^ Division^ bad.prx>c^ed€ld ^ig^oft $at- 
t£^rah, wbipb siir];^d(e£ed, K^i^hout^^pp^sitipa; 
an4,ipiiue(|iatelytafjt€|jf wards the fQurth P^yi^^p 
q(]ttnipeQced ao^y^tbeii* pursuit A>iE the P^ishwfib, 
wbilei ;tl)e Heservp, waa prdeir^to undei:tak^tbe 
r^uptiQQ pf such qf> his Fpr^ress^, ' jas Jay in 
their liae oJt.pp^ratipQ^ for which iS§r vice, they 
were pa^tiqu}arly. organized., , t. J: , * 

Artillery^ Madras and Bombay -^ 194 
Madras Nahve Infantry - -1 1775 
Bombay Native Iiifantry - - - 1776 
^oneers/MadiirasandBotnbay - 350 - 
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Forming a Total of - 4095 
ATTACK OF SINGHUB. 

The first object of their attack was Singbur, 
which place they reached on the 20th February, 
J818| and immediately invested it; ;the main 
body taking up its ground in the valley to the 
Southward of the • Fort, with.the exception of 
the 2d battalion ^f thie 9th Regiment of Bombay 
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CttA^ Native tnftiltrf, abd «t parQr d( House/ wild 

,,^1^ w»e sent to mveit the I^^rtiiem Bide. 

tfiUS. The Fbrt ofSitighiil-ismtQatMak^utfiliaeto 

ttiiidB' South of Poonah^ "dn the raiiimtt''4>r ^ 

Descrip. itAotintaiffi, 'twhich -f^rms thef Westen^ extremity 

Fort of oPoM of the nm^ c€ hilld/ jfonHiMg hi^Weeh 

JJ]^'^ PooAah^nd the Neernh rivtet; Itis'dfir^egvilar 

' Ibrm, being abd^ft 1000 jr^rds itt its gi^test 

lengtii, Hud 80^ in extreme width:^ ' ^ It is^f jgfe'eat 

^strmgth; ^ fiaiftii^kilM'ly (Ml the NoHh frt>nt^ tia- 

>tttre1ii»v}tig' rendered it nearly inaci^es^ble^ in 

altiofost efery ]ioiiif ; The l^oonah gate llr' the 

Ofily'r6iid'ttf'iip{ift)aeh'0n this side; dnd^bon- 

'msts^k)f'thi^'itepatateitidk>9Qresi, at 'AKHnedid- 

tanee Mtikider: • Tfafe Fortt^ontains'abiihdaQce 

of excellent water; and although theii^ are no 

regular bombprobfs, the ledges of the rocks 

aflford shelter for a small body of men. The 

garrison consisted of J2t)0 men. 

RECONJJf qipSANCE, 
Immediately pn tfae.investment, the place was 
reconnoitred, and it was determined to establish 
a mortar battery on the Eastern hill, about 800 
yards distant froih the Fort. 

February 22rf dnd "iSd. 
Working Party. — 800 Pioneers, 800 Dooly bearers. 
The working party was employed in collect- 
ing material for gabions atld fascines. One 
mortar and one h6Nfi4tzer were placed in position 
on the Eastern bflV a# also*ityiir nMrtisirs and 
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three howitzers, «nder cover of a hill S. E. of CHAP. 
the Fort, marked (b) in the plan. On the morn- ^J^^ 
ing of the 23d« a reconnoissance was made on -ig^g 
the Western side of the Fort, and possession 
having been taken of an eminence in that quar- 
ter,, after a slight resistance on the part of the 
enemy ; it was determined to maintain this posi- 
tion^ and to erect; a two-^n battery. The 
^ound between the Western and Eastern posts 
were also reconnoitred, and an eligible point 
discovered for a breaching battery. 

February 2Srf, at Night. 
Working Party.— 100 Europeans, 200 Sepoys, 

260 Pioneers. 

Men were employed in making a road from 
the park to the Western post. The Eastern 
post was enlarged, to contain 2 six-pounders, 
and. the guns were placed in battery. 

February 24th. 
Working Partx.— 100 Europeans, 200 Sepoys, 

100 Pioneers. 

Men were employed during the day in mak- 
ing a road to the center hill post. 

February 24M, at Night. 
Working Party. — ^100 Europeans, 100 Sepoys, 

160 Pioneers. 
The road to the Western post was finished. 
A~ two-gun battery (e) was completed, and 
armed with twelve-ppunders, which opened their 
fire at day*breakw 

r 
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CHAP. February ^bth. 

^^* The carriages of the twelve-pouuders broke 
1«18 ^^^^ ^^^ * ^®^ rounds, but were repladed in 
the course of the day. 

The 26lh, at Night. 
WoRKiMo Party.— 100 Eotopeans, 200 Sepoys, 

260 Pioneers. 
The battery at the Western post was repaired, 
and enlai^ed for 2 six-pdimders, which opened 
their fire next morning. The breaching bat- 
tery (c), intended for 3 eighteen-pounders, was 
commenced, and two-thirds of it prepared for 
two guns. » The £uropean detail, with 60 of 
the Natives, by some mistake omitted to attend. 

February *2J6th. 
Working Party. — . . • Europeans^ 100 Sepoys, 

... Pioneers* 
The road to the center post breaching battery 
was completed. 

The ae/A, at Night. 
Working Party. — ^100 Earopeans, 200 Sepoys, 

960 Pioneers^ 
The breaching battery for two of the eigh teen- 
pounders was finished, and armed, and a revet- 
ment of gabions for the- third was placed and 
filled ; but owing to the rockiness of the soil, 
notiiing further could be added to the thickness 
of the parapet 

Pebrtbary %7ih.. 
A further reconnoissance wks made, and a 
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spot to the Soutb East (ndalrked o ki tbe plan) OBLAP. 
was fixed upont, for two addilional eighteen- ^^ 
pounders^ to assist ia making the breach. leHB. 

The 27/A, at NigkL 
WoHKiNG Party.— »106 Earepean^, 000 SepoySi 

^00 Pionters. 
The new battery (d)^ for: 3 otghteen-^poondBrs, 
was Qearly eonstructedU 

Working Party.— . . . Europeans, . . . Sepoys, 

60 Pioneers, 

; The new battery was completed, and armed 
with 2 eighteen-pounders, which opened their 
fire about 10 o'clock next morning. A howitzer 
was also a^dad^ .A htwk fir^ was still kept up 
by the enemy. 

TM «6fA, di Nig^hi. 
Working Party. — 100 Etiropeand, 100 Sepoys, 

IWft Pkineets. 
The center post breaching battery was re- 
paired, and completed for thfee guns. 

March lit. 
About 9 a. m. a white flag was hoisted by 
the Garrison, ^nd two Deputies were sent to 
the British campi forthe piirpose of negociating. 
A^iclies of capitulajUon were drawn up, with 
which th^ returAcd. Duriqg the interval the 
fire from our batteries had been suspended, but 
was re-opened frbtti the biieaching batteries a 
little after noon^ no neply bating^ beeifi received 
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CGBLAP. from the Fort About 3 p. m. a messenger 
yj}^ arrived with a letter, stating that agents, vested 
]^g with full powers to treat, would be immediately 
dispatched, and they accordingly arrived be- 
tween 4 and 5 o'clock ; but the Articles could 
not be arranged, and a second communication 
with the Fort took place. 

During this time a partial fire was kept up 
by our batteries, excepting the Eastern post. 

March 3rd. 
The batteries, except the Eastern one, opened 
as usual about 8 a. m. A third party from the 
Fort arrived, and the terms were finally ar- 
rdti'ged. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
Captain J. Nutt^ Bombay Engineer, Commanding. 
Lieutenant Grant, Madras Engineers, 

„ Macleod, Ditto. 

yy Athill, Bombay Engineer. 

ORDNANCE. 
4 Iron IS-pooadeirsi 
2 ditto 12-poun^s. 
2 brass 12-pounders. 

1 ditto iO-inch Mortar. 
4 ditto 8-inch Mortidrs. 

2 ditto 5J-inch Howitfeierd. 

There were expended duritig the siege, 1417 
shells, atid 2300 eighteen-pound shot. * 

. EEFLECTlOMSw. 

Ar is geuerally the pase with similar For- 
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tresses, there remaiDed ta the Engineer, no OHAP. 
choice as to the point to be attacked, and the y^^^ 
positions of the batteries; alotierequired the exer- jg|g 
cise of professional talents. These appear to 
have been well selected, and fortunately our 
fire had the effeetof intimidating'the Garrison. 
Had tl^y .shown morei: resolution, they might 
have detain^ .us much >lpngpr, but the defence 
they madewv unworthy of the name... 

While part of the Reserve Division was thus Qpera- 
ocqupied, , the r^ooainder of it, commanded by Brigadier- 
Brigadier-General Munro, was employed in re^ Mnnro. 
ducing th^ Soujthern Mahratta country, which 
was wholly in the possession of the Peishwah's 
adherents; and the Geqeral's first v operations 
wer^ crowned with very brilliant successL The 
attack of Badaumee may^. in particular, be 
noticed as a remarkable instance of the efifect 
produced by the bravery and resolution of our 
troops, in intimidating thejir enemy, when occu- 
pying an impregnable position. After the fall 
of this place, the DIviMon marched to Bel- 
gaum, aFort situated near. the Western Ghauts, 
^d which they; reached o.n the 20th of March. 
.; The . strength of the Division for the siege 

consisted of— 

3 Squadrons of Dragoons. 

3 Troops of Native Cavahy* 

11 Companies of Native Infantry. 

4 Companies of Mysore Regular Infantry. 
4 Companies of Pioneers. 



06 SIEGX8 OF THE HAOSAtS ARMY. 

CSHAr. The battering tram was composed of-^ 
}}^^ ^ * 8 Irott 16*poaiidenL 

2 Iron 12*poiiadem. 
2 Brass 12-poiiiiders. 
2 Heavy Mortars. 
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ATTACK OF BtibOAUM. 

On arriving before the place, the P*ttah was 
Degcrip. oGOnpied, and the Foift reconnoitred. Ita shape 
Fort of ]g an irr^cilar oval, iti circumference abodt 2600 

Belganm. , 

PLAtB VI. yfe^t^s ; its greatest length beiiig about 900 yards, 
from the Flagstaff Bastion to the Southward. 
It is surrounded by a deep wet ditch, and « 
r^ttlar sloping gllicis, with a clear esplanade 
around it of 800 ^ards. The Engineer, by whom 
the Fort was built, has, apparently, trusted 
entirely to the ditch for the defence of the Eastt 
and West fronts, for the greater part of them 
has been left without any round towers, which 
are only placed on the North and South fronts; 
in the former of which is the gateway. The 
other defences of the Fort consist of two or 
th nee cavaliers, prepaiied for batlerie^s; one of 
which 18 at the North- West angle behind the 
Flag-staff Bastion, and has apparently bee«i 
planted there for the ^ferther protection of the 

* In one place Colonel Blacker mentions two IS-^unders 
as the complement, but in his subsequent remarks he says, 
** the three iron IS-pOunders were so run in the vent, &c." 
I have adopted the former, as this agrees with the number 
statcKl to'have been in battery. 



eotrance iDtO/tbe Fop^ whiok. 18^ aitnatoA near C^^AP. 
the North- GMtangke. There are ftbrae. gate- ^^^^ 
ways, which^ after the Fort waid taken, were jgig^ 
foujDd to have kmn built up, and barricaded, plativii. 
Bf^Yfeen the inoer and middle gatownisray there 
k a »arrOJiir cansenmy across the dttcb» proteclr 
ed by a auiatt oMw^rki wiA a toieraMy tipiok 
rampart, atid ji dry ^ditch and giada iu front of 
it The Pettah tin ^a^ppoiiteto »tiie Wiest froni; 
of the Fort, hut edi^tenda MiHoe diejtanoe to the 
Northward, where are the i^miijoa of an old 
wall, which, after covering part of the Pettah 
OA that #ide, taken a Southi^Eaateiiy- diurection, 
and teraiinalea on the gbcia of the Fosrt, oppo- 
siie to :/th0 FlagHrtaff fiaatioQ. Thefarrismi 
conftisled of 1^000 moo. The works were well 
supplied with ordnance and stores, and the 
walls, which are i^ery sufaatantially built of 
granite^ and which vary fyam AS to 60 fBet 
in height, twiere ]Q, good repair, .( 

A battwy for 3 twfdliie<-p(mqdera was com- 
mmcad fuear a mosque, opyosite to ^ ;NQrtb 
$B(oe> about 900 yards d¥ilaut from th/b Fjort,. 
and IB order to eireate a diferston, a fivoraad-ar 
half-iooh mortar, and a si^rpounder, opened 
from the Pettah. 

. The baU»ry (a) Qpau?d, ^and wap; ^na^cred 
l^(ftve>guu9frouv the .enemy, hut^pt^itbvt^ud^ 

E 2 
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C&AP. ing this 4Superionty^ the ebeiiiy's fire was 
^^' almost silenced by tfad next morning, 
jgjg March 2id; a$ui^9d^ 

Daring the night, Hn enfilading battery (b) 
was completed, situiated in the* Pettah, abont 
600 yards fh>m the Flag-statff iktstion, for the 
purpose of enfilading the North iace and gate-' 
way. A gun op^ed on it (from the ^atralier 
behind the FlagHstaflT Bastion, iand the fire of 
the battery (a)^ was returned from the curtain 
on the left of the gate. - r 

Match Mth,- 
An approach was commenced from the 
N^rth-East, behind the^old Pettab wall, aboat 
900 yards distant from the Fojrt,^ Imd was car- 
ried 140 yards to the Eastward^ {»! the direction^ 

March ^th. 
The approach was continued 120 yards, and 
the enemy's fire appeared nearly silenced. 

March 26lh. 
The enemy opened from the Flag^tafi* Bat- 
tery; which was supposed to have been nearly 
destroyed by the 'twelve-pounder battery (a); 
and they fired also from a gun on the right of 
the gate. The approach was continued I OO 
yards over very hard ground. 

March 27M. 
The mortistr was moved from battery b to a. 
l^arki^ the night; the trench was continued 100 
yards. 



\ Murcki&tk. ' CHAP. 

The approach was coDtiimed 180 yards^ in a J^K 
South- Westeriy directioii^ clearing the salient jgjg 
angle of tbe outwork; in fh)nt of the gateway. 
The enemy dnlyifired from two guns. 

Tbe appyoack proceeded 120 yards. 

M Thb aiaganle: Monging to battery (a) blew 
up, and the garrison istfUied to take adifantage 
of the confosapn, iHit twere mH > 100 yards from 
ttv.by'the battery guard and Artillery detai), 
who drove theitt^ back into the Port: 

AptU U(. 
• • The twelve^fMmndel* battery (A^Was repaired, 
and an «igfat^iicb mortar opened its fire.: The 
5Hnch mortar r^wast carried back again, to the 
enfilading battery. -r^Tlie, approach was con- 
tmued 50 yards in advance^ . . , \. . z 

A breaching battery (€).for 2 eighteen- 
ponnders wal{ commenced, ihd cdmpleted^ at 
the distance of 000 yardsi from the gateway, 
and 560 from th^ Flag-staff Bastion. 

April 3d. ^ r 

The battery opened, directing its fire on the 
left of the gateway, with great effect. It was 
answered by two guns of the enemy, which 
caused some annoyance, and a battery (d) was 
therefore constructed for 2 twelye-pounders,^ to 
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CAAl^. silence them, 1 50 ^^ttirdil Mhbrer the Fort, than 
^^[^ the breachliijf brtlirf. 
}gl3 ApHi '4thi tf r*, and '^k. 

Th« batteries all eontikracd flrkig without 
intermissiotl t91 the Oth^ n^en^ fi<battery (b) ftr 
1 twelve-pounder, about 300 yards from the 
outer work of the gateway^ wals covipfcetcd. 

AprU 7tk. 
IW bMtet^ (e) opeoed this dayv*bnt th^sgun 
imrst after a fevr rmmAr firaig; 

The breaefa of the cuHaiti to the left of the 
lioteway v^b conttutied, btBt the firfe of the gaer- 
risen was by tto m^aM got mder. 

AprU ^h. 
The 1 twelte-poufUdetr battery i(b) was length- 
ened for S gtins, and was armiefll with the iron 
gtfnsfrMi battery a, which was dismantled. 

Apfil 9th. 
Battery e opened with ^eatefibct on the 
curtain near the gate^ which had not been de- 
stroyed, and which gave ^ocnrer to the enemy's 
ginjali'* and small anss.^^ A praotioaUe breach 
was also made in the ootwoirk, in front of the 
gateway, which ittdiiced the Killedar td opm 
a n^ociation. 

* Long matchlocks^ of yaiioiiB caiibrea, used aa wall pieces 
liy the NatiTes of India, which are commonly fixed like 
swiTela, and carry iron balls not exceeding a pound in weight. 
In the ^Idy they are sometimes carried on the backs of 
d^^eb. 



IlL 

The batfeHeB fired' as usntd; til! thie garrison ^^0^,,^^ 
^Mrmid^sreA tit iiUcT^^ the Britii^ iSAB. 

tr6d^ t^k^pdsMssktoW the onter gateway, 
khff oA Hit tSth the garrisotr marched out. 

' Th6 foife^6ihg ac66a^^ of Bel- 

gaum has been lextracited fiDnrCMonel filacker's 
memoir, and befbre tbtiohnendng thd Reflections 
whi^h I am sibottt to otfiir 1on It, I miist be 

• # 

allowed to ;jtiinf iint th^ fbll tribute of praise, 
which that dMtev ha^ paid'to the zeal arid pet^- 
severance^ wit9i which th^^ attack ^^s carried 
6to,' and all' the obstacles arising fh)m itaefficient 
means surmomited'; and if in the spirit of im- 
partial investigatidnV which tn these discussions 
it has be^ my eridleaTour to pursue, some 
objections shbuld arise to the general details of 
th^ works carried oh, and to the spot selected 
ft# the trrbacTi;' they iirill be urged- rather to 
shtiw, what might hare been done with a well 
Organized de|>ai^ent, than to call in question 
the abilities of the distrnguisbed and respectable 
officer* who, in the absence of an Engineer, 
directed the attack. 

The first point to turhicb the attention is di- 
rected, ori an examination of the Plan, is tfae 

* lieutenant-Colonel Newall of the Madras Infantry. 
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CHAP, number of batteriefii: wlncb uppear to have beeo 
^^^^ somewhat, Q^lefMjLy accuinulatad «: «aiid jtome 
1«8. ^f th^*"* ;if i!?<5iWay jiodge byjtheir ^ect as fie- 
taiM in the J|ouriutV , apparently at. too gpr^ i» 
distance to hai(^ iq^e^he de^ind imp^^Miop 
on the works. This remark is particularly 
applicable to the batteries^ : marked a and c, 
which mi^M perhaps have been disp^nsf 4,^th, 
and' the gaps Jin .thqm pl^ed mgr/ejidy^tag^ 
Qusly at rOnoe, in, . b^ttf^ry at p and 9* , Tb^ 
position for the batteiry at fi, was most judi- 
qipu^ly chosen,: bfitt it : might ;have . h^ ^till 
ipppe effect in. enQlad^}g the;. N<cur|^ fl^9^^ ^if ^ 
Jb^d been placed, a Hl;t|e to th^ rigbtp ii^ the p)*p- 
^ongation of the general line of that frqnt , , Tho 
direction .of »the ^trenches,. ip^f^k^pF v i?»:tWa9 
pijpbafrly rqgu^ated by pojpie .localities^ ,^itb 
which the Plan does not malf e us acquainted,; 
and.U id therefore suggeste«i \yf}th diffidence, 
that if a trench had been wade from 9 to £» 
<;:pnnecting these two points, jpstesid of following^ 
.the line f f f, .represented in t)ie j^^an, 2po y^d^ 
of trench work would hav^ b^n^ayed,. 0nd the 
^rrison would have been mcrei^^ectually con- 
fined ; or a part of the old Pettah wall, to, the 
Northward, marked in the Plan 7 8, might 
ha^ve beem converted into a parallel, and the 
only trench necessary would then have been 
from 8 to e, which would have reduced the 
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quantity <to^i40(>iyttrd«, 'instead of >750 yacxkf QUAB. 
actually €txecated^ ' ..; ! / , . .<.m? w^i^ 

If » it ?ira8> intended 'tot eemryon^ Hoy 8ap.ib ad^ jqjq^ 
vaAcd of Ey .from' whence td.assaNBiU the breach, 
the breiicbki|^ biUtery was established: too adon^ 
as the enemy migirt, in the time which it would 
have required to:^ma(ke svch^^a isap, have;re«- 
trenbhed or out off the breach^ If it wasnn- 
teMed that the storming party should attack 
frotn' tto trenches! at b, 200- yards distant, 
without • toy place to be oeco|ned > »• theim'- 
mediate'Vicimty of: the breachi tte result^^of 
the stbnti ' tirust hare been doobtfuL It will 
a:ppear by reference to the Flan of the gat^ 
way and breach (see Pkte VI L)^ that i the 
besiegers wouM hare had no small obstacles to 
Sutioiounit in attempting it; and if the garripon 
hzld behaved With- resolution, aOcess to the 
breach, without sbme furthwoperationsy would 
appear impossible. T%e spot neai* the gateway, 
which was Selected for the brisach, was, in fact, 
the best defended pohit of the Fort ; but in this^ 
as- in other ilistalices during the war, the be- 



• ' 



* Coldnel Bteu^ker's Memoir states 760 yacds of trench to 
have been the quantity executed, but the Plan phows nearly 
1000. The distances, stated by Colonel Blacker,. of the 
batteries from the Fort are generally inconsistent with the 
Plan, which will account for the difference in the distances'* 
giyen by me, from those contained in Colonel Blacker's 
Memdr. 
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CHUP. siigerai were oblig^ to brmob thai .part of the 
^^V^ walls, near which there was a €anwwf»y aonw 
lglg the ditx^h, without rafimnee to- itB compwrttii^e 
wealni^w or ttrangtfa, far tfi. the 'nnperSoctmtBk 
of the mge depatrttBCBt^ ' it would jMuve beeo be- 
yond their means > to* hare.efected Um pmwiy 
of theditdi at any e4her point 

It i» a great and undeniable prooC ef imifl^ 
msnt, to Tegolate the^ proj^t of ;attficdL ^ a 
Fortress, by the means at hao4 to.eanrtf it ilitP 
efiect^ and judged by this rule, the. plAn;.pOf- 
sued on this present occaftiou was judicji0«Wf^ 
but with suffimnti mdaus ft>r QoaiiUQO isieg^ 
operattonSy . an SngJAeer Officer, in all p^oba- 
bility, would rather have attacjk^d. the ForUiefis 
of Belgauoii oin the West flide^^ immediately 
opposite to the mosque (mai;ked S), where there 
is a salient pointy: without any jSanking defeoce 
on it whfttoner ; and a similai; one is ta be fouud 
on t^> £a0t. fronts but the cover affi^rded bj 
tibe Pettah would ensure a prelarence to the 
former* One approaclv eonneclwg the Pettah 
with the umsque (5), another, of 200 yard^ from 
thence (towards 9), and a third of the same 
length, directed clear of the South- Western 
salient angle of the Fortress, would have 
brought the assailants to the foot of the slope 
of the glacis, from whence the descent into tbe 
ditch might have t>een carri^ on. When the 
trenches had advanced thus > far, a breaching 
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batfery might iiifVe'lieeb coMtMMcKt eifi 'the t^ 
small Ttsing grouml, on which ib€f tiMidtte',^ ^*^- 
nitciiit^, atid tliiit^ Is W ddubt that dfferaiioivs nj^j^ 
of this kind might, with a well supplie^ I)e- 
{Mtrtiment, have been braugbt to a <^i^ti tew- 
iipinatipn in lesa tim^ than ufas^et^lUQE)^ i^the 
present instancn^in'ibreaeliiBg /a ipoiot, which, if 
defendedyitwwtmeei^tJaiR wkethefwe could gain. 
But it '#tfuld' have ti^m iiMyhlMi^ t^^l^ave 
'Attempted sadkiaibo«r9« 'M I b^e d^Mctibed, . 
tiiidi^t* e^kiiillng (dirbuHMtdnces, ftttd if must be 
'allowed, tbitffthb^niUiandiilg offi«fet,' <Wmi' Ms 
«9K|i«Hene«'ftt'B^a#M^ hmi )f^^ reas^ :tb 
depefvit «n^thie tftlduf ^the ttWtips, ik mt- 
»ountiiig4h« 6bM|iel€»» ^hich the tfreitoh io^ 
piloted «p«dt«rbiild bav« pMft^iffed«d thietit; 
Mid ^hett^nj^ IMS 1^ €KpeHeac(^^ (^ 
WM, diiiring ^ tb^ t5f twi^Mi^ 'days 6fMi 
troches, iiffdf^ iA itself the tfigheflft-enGOmHim 
on thelnMnner in whleh thef^iegte^Wm celiducMed. 
' Shbrtf^^rftei'the ca)Mtii^tif 'Bdlgantn, a jtitli- The Re. 

iton ilkrag fomi«d witb the r€finaidif% piaM of the DiVui^n 
Reserve Di^stoii, Commanded by Brigadier- "^^^^^ 
^G^neral Pritrfer, whi<*, after the fall ^f «in- p^'- 
ghttr, had been sneoessfolly employed in re- 
dnoing the OPorts, between Sattorahand Poonab. 
On receiving Hiis l^inforceinent, tile Division 
Innmediaitcily marebed against the ForU<ess of 
"Sholapoor, near wbi<^ a part ofthe l^eishwah's 
fifrce ciecnpied a poskion. Tbe foree of the 
Division was as follows. 
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€BAP. ^^^ (EwM^iean EtankBattalioa • . . , . . y^^^ 
III. BrkiwietBifle Corps . } 



Center C 4th Madras Native Infimtry^ • • • • )««.a 
'»»• Brigade j*12d Batt. 9th M^i^as Native In ). 

' Ijett ' f 1st Batt, 7th Bombay Native Infantry 7^^^ 
BrigatfelSd Batt. 12* Madras Native Infantry jf**^ 
' 2fiqiiiiflrons H. M. SSd Dragoons • ; . *. .- 180 
Artillefyr-*.138 Rank and FI16. ' " 
IHoseecB-^ Companies :• :- -ir:; > 

, The DivisioQ arrived before Sbol^pp^r on 
the dth of May, and took qp itegroMod aboat 
two miles and a haUi 6tom , itke Vqrtf OD'.its 
WoBternsida The FjOirtbdngmiicJi.iCCWCff^ 
by: trees, its figure was xi«t distinctlyohderv^d; 
hut the enemy's lofianAtry . and gups- 'Were a^d, 
drawn up with their right upoa the- glaqis, and 
their line extending to thefSoutb;w4r4» ^ng 
;the bank, of a Tank, which cov^red'itheni breast 
high. The British force amountfErd to about 
4000 men, as detailed above^f The. enemy (wbo 
were commanded by Gunpnt Row^ oae of the 
Peishwah's prmcipal Chiefs) were about 6000 
mea, with 14 guns, independent of the Garri- 
son, who were estimated at 900 more. 
Sholapoor is situated in an extensive plain of 
Descrip. black soil, intersected here and. there by rivu- 

tiOD of , •^ 

Sholapoor. letsof brackish water. The ground immediately 
to the South is gently elevated and unduiatii^, 
of a hard reddish soil. It is a large commercial 
town, inclosed by a strong mud wall, with 
towers of masonry on all sides, excepting to- 
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mm. 
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WBtds the Sonth^Weflit^ wherentHsbomdedto^ OHAT". 
theFort, to:\i4vicfaiti8 odDtigttdQs^ at'thedis- ^^ 
tanoe o£ about 300 yardq.^ » 1 » »' ^ :i- ' ^ 

South of ^ the I Foi^ i8> a . large Tatik;^ * which 
washes the jamparta,' aiid part' of tliei wall of 
the PeMEahy ^ and, ahfq^ies Ib^ d^h with* water, 
through a ahn^ei out >iD;a 'low walliof masonry, 
whi^h^ bounds^ tiieiditeb at its extremity nearest 

tO'tbe'Tattlki«i'SH<'»"oi: a-- ' *i !•» •:>'.' r-u'^ 



ATirA^K OF T^E PfifTABl QJ? 3»0Jt-AP0Q^ 

Moj^tkemh, and \Oth.' 
A strong reeoDtioitriug party was setit out At 
9' A. isi iind^r the eoinmand <>f^Geti«riil Pritzlen 
round tiie tNortherb' and Eiastertl* feces ' of thi^ 
Pettah, to examwethe walls an<l th^igatewttys*; 
and in the^viini^, aaofother 'party was s6nt 
round the Fort tb^theSbuthwardi to raconnoitue 
th^ enemy 'a position V add, aid iwr'as>/pdssibtei 
the Tank and Pettah on that side. ' ' '» * 
i ) The* reconnoitring party m thd^ moming ^as 
^r«alened(^y a largi^ body of the eaemy,^ Who 
eamte roirad*tbe WiEistmi late of tfae'*Fort with 
a» fewguM ? ' but as^ they Jkept'prettf d<ik to tli^ 
#alls,^iaitd)tbe reimniiAitriiig party had ac^eoaft^ 
{^isbed'its phrpos^ nothing farthitr to<^* plac^ 
than a aligli(t^kunniish between the rtieifien, who 
acted as a €OTermg party to the fingineeni^ and 
tiie enemy's advanced parties of Horse. 
< Itwas now determined to Msitaltihe^ettah, 
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CUlJkP. previouriy to any <»peralioM being undertekoi 

J^]^ a^incit the Fovti A strong cohunn accordJDgbf 

ljg|^ left camp for that purpose, at 3 o'clock on tbs 

mormng o£ the 1 0th, compoaed itf the wboie of 

Arrtnge. the Bight anil Center Brigades, and the flank 

l^Zui' coinpaniesof the Ltift Brigade, with 2 brigades 

of shoUi- of Bix-^pounders, a brigade of faawitzers» nod 

^' ' the galloper guns of His Msiesty'a 2ad Dra^ 

gooDS, 3 troops of whom accompanied thegnas 

as a Reserve. 

When withra 1000 yards of the Pettah wrall 
on the North fitce, the colunm was divided into 
tw<^ parties for the assault, ^ sketched on the 
Plan (see Plate VIII), leading a small detach- 
ment, to remforce the Reserve, The two leo* 
lumns moved forward at bre^k of day, under 
eover of a sharp 6re, opeqed at the same time 
from Une gallopers, to keep down the naatGh- 
lock iring^ which had now commenced frooi 
the wall. 
The scaling ladders were applied, and both 
Which u columns aasauked about the same instant, with 

tmken by 

escalade; little opposltion, driviug the defenders from 
the wall and along the streets and pnrsuifi|^ 
them to the farthest extremity of the. Pettab, 
the gate of which was immediately eccupied, 
and a musketry fire was soon after opened, from 
this pointy upon the.enemy, who were observed 
to be moving ia force^ with some of their guna, 
along the Son^m lace of the Peltah, appa- 
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rently with a view to «aler by Um fBaalern CBAP. 
^toSi or to attack the Beseiwe, «tatioiied /Ott ,J[^^ ^ 
that side. fi . . ^i^^ 

The Pettah being now completely occupied, 
General Mtinro resohed todhttrge the enemy, And the 
who were by thkk time drawn up, and hadtroopt 
eMwneBCdd .t^,fira frwt thwaiiiUery, at ihe^^"^^^^' 
position maf ka4<a>oo tbe P^Um. TwocomfaMos 
were caUed «oiit from the PettiA aea ^reiaibfide- 
ment, and at Ike eame «time a hmry fire waa 
opened from tbeartiU^, while the troops were 
forming into grand diyiaione for the charge. 

A tumbril at (this instant blew up in theene- 
my*« lines, whicih threw them into some eon* 
fusion, and the charge taking place sooo after, 
they broke aod fled w alldireotions roundtfae 
Southern glacis, and tooik shelter ite the cot«ved- 
way, and about the Western and Northern 
iaces of the Fort; leaving 3 guns in our posses- 
sion, and throwing others into the ditch, to 
prevent their falUng ioto our haods. . 

A.,«mart fire of musketry was kfipt up he- 
twfien our jmost advanced parties in the Pettah^ 
snd bodies of the onemy, nfho had shelt^ed 
themselves in thecovereilwAy,,4i^nd behind a new 
wall, thron^n up <hi tiie glaois^ ^wlMfh; being 
pierced for . matchlQcK furing, ^cc«i»hh)!^ imi- 
merous ^casualties among rour troops. The 
enemy* however, must have sij^ered severely^ 
as he . was. observed, at 4 o'clock in 4ha after* 
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CHAPi nooB, to abandon- bis position in the eoTerad- 

i^L way, and take to the plain, in an Basteriy 

direction. - 



ISIfk 



ATTACK OF THJS FORT OF SH0f.APOOB. 

, , . . . ..... ; .- . f 

. ' MaytkelUA. 
The eoTiroas beings now cleared, no 43b6tede 
renmiBed to die cdmnieiieeiiieiit of -the siege. 
The finginieers were therefore employed all the 
morning of the 1 1 th, in recotinoitring the Fort 
The troops of the line had beeni • almoM all on 
duty the preceding day, and the remaindor 
being for gqard to-day, no workibg party of 
Europeans, or Sepoys, conld be had. The 
Pioneers, however, and about 200 Coolies 
from the Pettah^ were employed in collecting 
materials for the batteries. 

BECONNOISSANCE. 

The Fort was found to be covered by the 
glacis on the Northern, * Western, and Eastern 
sides, to within 8 feet of the top of the wall ; 
the^scairp of the rampart, and that of the ditcii/ 
^pp^red to be well built, of a bluish granite'or 
clay slate; tiie^^alls to be about St6 feet higbj 
with battlements at top, in the Mussulman style. 
The ditdbwafit of great breadth and depth, and 
those parts of it, ' which could be seen, were 
supplied with water. It was, however, ascer- 
tained from information, that part of the Westiem 
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Mict^doUtorQlFesite wemdry,mid lis theveteiii^ tSHAI^. 
ing wall of iheiTank xm the ]as(;>»nitiiitk>niid tide, ,J[^[^ 
appeared to be very tbii^ it was supposed Tetf- m^^ 
sonable to conclude^ that there was a mound of 
earth bej^iq^ to sustain the pressure. This cir- 
cumstance, togetlicar withj^e difficulty and delay, 
^hich would jQecessarily be incurred in cutting 
through the glacis by sap« induced the Senior 
Engineer to recommend that the batteries should 
be established in the bed of the Tank. The 
revetmt^iit ibrf the rmttpaft ebuld i>e iseeb from 
ttiat spbt n^riy to the very bottom; ^nil by 
difectitig l!he fire, evter the Ibtr rfetaining wall, 
where the revetment could be seen behind the 
coveJ^ "iray mrd glacid, ft breatfh vrigkt b* very 
soon effected, at a spot ^ere the ditch was 
mXA to <be ^y \ and wliet^, at aU evetite, a 
passage could be effected by ^iMQUs of the 
retsining wall, or bund cif U|e Tank^ 
'A battery of 1 mortar, 1 howitiseir, and fi^six- 
pounder4», nirai/tbis day established behitid tlie 
bimd nf the Tank, tiett the Soudi |^ of the 
Bettnh, Mshowft <ni the Plan. This was <to«ie 
•with «t view to'keep tbe^Mmy withii^ the Walls, 
iand «ia afford some cover to the workitf g *pai^- 
tie^, and advanced posts. The battery^of^ned 
in tbe^ fownooti^ and eifie^tuaUy c^onfli^ed the 
^rn^toy within the waHs. 

In the cooirae^ of tbe aA)ernoon^4biii baDtefy 
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^HA?> WAS' enlarged for 3 mmie morten« which -Were 

TIT 

^.j^^ ordered to be sent oat next' morning. 

.l^m "^1t^0RltiN6. Party .-«50 Europeans, 100 Sej^o'yis,- 

150 Pioneers. 



• : • i 
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The mortar batttery opened this ttaoraing, 
with considerable effect. Setrehtl hotised Were 
burnt in the Fort, arid the eneniy's fire Wis 
isomewUat kept under. » ./ - 

i/ojr 12M» at Nig fit. 
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At ^uii-aet the w.orkirig party w.33 reinforced 
to the following strength,, and as soon as.it w.^ 
dark>, the breaching battery of four gilfis was 
commenced^ , , 

100 Europeans,, 100 Sepoys, 180 J?UmBera^ 

May I3th. 

This, morning, at day*break, the breachiog 
battery, and a small branch of approach to Jf, 
were nearly completed; but as the distanee 
from the Fort was. only 400 yards, . notbing 
further was doiie to it during the day. . . 
. The mortar battery played upon the Fort to- 
day, with much effect The practice was ad- 
mirable; and the enemy's fire was silenced in 
several of the towers, where it had been moat 
troublesome. 

An enfilading battery, for 2 twelve-pound eiis 
and 2 six-pounders, was marked out early this 
morning, near the mortar . battery, and the 
. wpnki commenced about 7 o'clock. 



; Tbp>ea^qay ikQpt up .a/»<Nistant ftre ioJIbif ^m 
direction, aq<l.;<t)t]^d> th^| :^$»cItJQ^ . battery. '^' 
Not a singlet'^orkman, hp^^Yc^r^ "vas M^ounded. 
4it ^pPrPe^ tjje .t^lit^iy; j^asiftbiflut Ji4f fipif bed. 
r,:4j«>mp9»P3rp;f JRi^aweii «|^© this day:post0«l 
^t4:bftfJ?agf|da,iBitJw Tankt^^^^ close; to the 

WBlU\i%^ iCftY^A©' working pwty in the breacAh 
iflgf btqjttory.^fl^diiito praTi^t ;the: enwiy from 
&pepjps jthe^lvicei, "Wfaich a^ms^twas di^p1;^^d 

In , tJbje^ jajOtiSjri^opp, the .X^atriaoa , was acjtivjely 
employed ji^JqTj^^^^ and tra- 

At sun-set, the wprkipg^ P^Fty was assembled 
for completing* the. i|atterii9a^ asibelow. 

60 Europeffliii, 100 Sepoys, 200 Pioneers. 
This evening; 'the Senior Engineer made a 
close reconnoisdance'of the.rampart and ditch, 
near the intended breach; tfale ditch was seen 
to be dry, and the^^Il of a smooth and brittle 
^species pf granit^. lE{^;ving soon discovered him, 
|tb<^ enemy dJU'ecte,4,musketry and grape tp^arda 
the.sppt; where th^ recqnnoissance was jmai^e, 
and prevented any further observatioas ,ifi-^fLt 
qu^tjBR. jAjbout U p,'jclof?J^ at night, th(^,bi|^ch- 

ing battery was conipletejd, ,plf^tifor.fQs]L?ifc}^^A4 
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ttaiUP. tile .giMiiB^rMgMi^^ for «be pttppose^- baag 
run in. The enfiladhig ^battery was finished 
jUg^ tUlbt 4 M the iB<M»»idg, «nd 

e<jl add eqmpp^^tie£we da^igbrt. • 

BtfDHriBe^ 'bfihii %atteH68'^p^eiied >Qpbn iHie 

id «akroi$, find 4)i4tigiiig ^wtt^ large "frignients 43f 
tl^^dl. The dPMi^h fWaiB nearfy ^raMiciBLbie ait 
4Myon, <Mt the^Kjitarrisofl stot ^t a/¥alc^l to 
treaM; fW<t 4iarMlider; The ierais ' fiMdposfd 
were agreed to, and on the follotdttg day abont 
8 cfcflock^e^ptae^'wad in our p^si^sityn. 

Lieutenant A. Grant, Mtxdras Ehgiim^, Vdmmanding. 
9, Ainswortb, H.M. 34th Regit iitc^^* Eri^hieer, 
„ Wahab, JB^fle porps, • ^ slightly wounded. 

■■■ i'ORKHANCE;-'-^ 
4 iroa 9igillMaM|N>uniev8^ « 

.8 Brass sii^-ppuii^jejps, 

3 ^ght-inch Morf^^. . 

1 'Five-'and-a-lialf-inc)! llorfar . 

3 fiittb floi^ti^ts. " 
■ • T^he atoount -of tasTtaMes itt the assatiit of 
Hie Fettah, and diiring die siege, Was ^7; of all 
ranks, killed and iVonnded ; 'among the latter, 
4 officers. 

About 40' gons/ swixels, arid gmjahs, were 
'iHiinii Wn i%e rkibpartsr. 
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Tbe'Fcdreor having halted one 4ay after tiie CBLMP. 
($a Qt Ibe' place, marched in Ibe dbeotim oi J;^ 
Nipauii€e^ on the moiiMtig. of Ifae 1r7tlu ^ aBUi 



REFLECTIONS. 

The Goffijvfttidingp EiSgineer's' Feaspns 
(tteckyigt Sholapciop o» tmi South front 'h»re 
hmn mentioned* is tkeJoiMmal-; and IAmt miv 
irenidef of( Ae FovftnesB, before^ tbei breach itaa 
piraelicaifale^ affords ai reaMnnkfe prenimfitMci 
that; the Gamdeii thought the poirt attaeked 
indefensible ; but although this fact alone nmy 
appear condasi^ of tiie propriety of selecting 
it for the altacky it cannot be denied, thaltbd 
beai^ers^ would have had manj obstariea lo 
sttf mount, if the Garriseo had deteranned^ to 
wait! aof astoulti The^ breacUBg inttterf,^ ik4»cb 
wafir oar meat' . advanced pofik^. wa^ placed in 
the bed of theTank» and the troops, in maffcb- 
ing from thenoe to attack the breach, mast have 
Bttade a conddeiable detonr of some hnodredi 
yards, and wMdd have been* e^q^oaed to a heavy 
fire^ till' they veaehad tfie cocoiteraearp. It mayv 
perhaps, have been ustended^ if tbe GarHatw 
had CDvtinued tot hold^ emt; to push on apn 
proadbcB^ across theinlermedaate space^ but the 
besieged, in all probability, would thea have 
be^able to retrench, or cut off the boeacb, be« 
fete these appraachea eouU havebeea oomplet^ 
edt>Thi»Jouiiialdoea' not stale iui-whatf wayr tiile 
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OHAiF. ditch wte to be crossedi if theeoeiny ba5d deter- 
^^^ mined tod^feivd the breach. Thi^ retaining^ wall, 
Yftti^ which at that pMiiit diyides the Tank frodi the 
^ ditch, is represented to bave been very tbin. and 
as it was commanded by the whole of the South 
front, a passage by it lalong the top, even if suffi- 
ciently broad, would have been difficult and 
hazardous. As the plan does not shew the 
depth of either scarp or codhterscarp, it is of 
course impossible to pronounce on the feasi- 
bility of a passage across the ditch in any other 
way. 

With the means possessed by the besieging 
fotfe, the. point of attack was undoubtedly well 
choseat and that where success was most likely 
to be. obtained ; for the ditch there Was dry, 
a^d the necessary time could not probably have 
beeh spared to make a parage across a wet one, 
even if the means had been sufficient for the 
operation, and if the besiegers had accom- 
plished a lodgement on the gldcis ; but the 
weakest point of the Fort, tan€l which' with 
meansmorerespectable,the Engineer would per- 
haps have chosen in preference for his attack, ap- 
pears to be the North-West angle, where (if the 
Plan, which is on a very small scale, is correct) 
the wall of the Pettah, which is indefensible, 
and which, in this instance^ was in our posses- 
sion, gives a ready-made approach to the edge 
of the counterscarp ; and where a descent into, 
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and passage across the ditch, and a'^^breaching CHAP, 
battery^ ^oald have been the only operations ^^^^J^ 
necessar;^. i. ^g^^ 

The former might have been commenced * 
fr6m behind the Pettah wall, where it termi- 
nates on the counterscarp, opposite the North- 
West angle, and the latter might have been 
placed some distance in rear. It might, per- 
haps, have been ^necessary to destroy a part 
of the glacis, which is described as covering 
all but eight feet of the rampart of the body of 
the place, by mines, to enable the guns of the 
breaching battery to bear sufficiently low; but 
no parallel, or trenches, would have been re- 
quired, as the Pettah wall would have afforded 
sufficient cover for the troops; and, as the soil 
is said to have been favorable, a few days, with 
sufficient means, would have brought these 
operations to a termination. 



CHAPTER IV. 



SIEGE OPERATIONS OF UEUT.-COLONEL M<DOWALL'S 
DETACHMENT, AND OF LIEUT-COLONEL ADAMS'S DI- 
VISION.— RAJDEIR—TRIMBUCK—MALUGAUM—CHANDA. 
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It has been already stated, that after the 
Army of the Deckan was broken up in March, 
1818, the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force, which 
had formed the second Division, was employed 
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eHAP. m the pursuit of the PeishMrah» who bad moTed 

^ f^ ' to the £a3tward towards Ne^ppoor ; while a de^ 

181&. tachment from it was formed to reduce tbati 

« Prince'9 Fortreasea ia Kbandesh. It was 

commanded hy Liieu(eoiait>Coloiiel MhDowalV 

and was composed as follows : 

2 Companies of His Majest/s Royals. 
9 Companies of the Madras European Regiment. 
Tbe 1st Bait. 2d Regiment Madras N. Inftlntry. 
4 Companies ofiheSd Batt IdlkBegt^N. Infantry. 

This small force, amounting to about 1000 
firelocks, was supplied with the batteriug train > 
of the first, second, and third Divisions of the 
late ^rmy of the Deckan. The Sappers and 
Miners,^ amounting to 80 men, and five com- 
panies of Pioneers, were also attached to it, 
for the furtherance of the particular service 
about to be undertaken. 

The detachment marched from theneighbour- 

Ucnt. hood o£ Aurungabad. osk the 30th of March, 

M'Dow- and arrived before Unkye Tunkye, the first in 

u!chmett the line of Fortresses, which it wag intended to 

. bSfoVe redttce, on the 3d of April. These Fortresses 

•rSSye. ^^^ situated in the range of mountains, which 

form the Southern boundary of Khandesh, and 

which divide that Province from theGnngthera, 

(a disftrict so cal^, from lying between the 

Gunga or Godavery River and l^ese hills) ; and 

as the general features are the same in all, it 

may not be considered amiss, before enter*^ 
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log on:tbe particHlars of tlMf operatioQS cmrieii CHUAP. 
on, to artteiBpt a desenption of these eiotra* . P^ 
ardinary Worts of Niaturei 1818^ 

Tbe reader must imagiDe a series of hills, 
rising vety abruptly from OO&to 1100 fectalMHreiGenerai 
the plains and: only eomieofted with each: otber^ tiou^F'ihe 
and with the range of. which. they form part, byinW^ 
very low aadnarrow necks of knd ; wKihemwtK/l. 
furtberimagine pceaskincU blafFrocsks^ perfectly 
perpendicular, and varying in height from 80 to 
HX) feet, to rise from the sumnnit of these bitb. 
Tbe range is* evidently primitive, audi the rocks 
which rise from them in this nnnner, basaltic, 
being so beautifully and . reginlarly scarped, as 
to assome tke appearanice of haTin^ be€» formed 
by file chisel i andit^number of them scattev-- 
ed tbroaghoat this range, whiob k much greater 
than could be required for tiie defence: of the 
counftry, is;the otAyfta^tf which makes tbe sn|»- 
pQsiiioa of their bavtiig been formed by art Ifkcre- 
dible ;. for tSle excavatioa of the ditches at 
Sowbttabad, out erf the same i^ecies of granite^ 
rook^ is a pHTOof of what difficulties the perse- 
yet ance of the Natives of India is capable- of 
surmounting; 

Those hills, which contain water on their 
summit, have been fortified by the Natives, in 
p^nods of the most remote antiquity, for there 
is DO record of their first occupation ; and the 
spaee coatained within the rocky scarp before 
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CH'AP. described^ which ofteii assameB a Tery fantastic 
^J^^^j farm, fiuch as only could have been traced by 
1818 ^he hand of nature, constitutes the interior of 
the: Fort There is seldom any work raised on 
I them, or indeed any thing done, farther than 
|V'' . to cut flights of steps out of the solid rock, and 
*' ! / "to ccmstruct a number of gateways over them ; 
and great ingenuity has been exerted to render 
these as intricate as possible. Nothing is ne- 
cessary, but a determined Garrison to render 
such positions perfectly impregnable. Fortu- 
nately for us, this latter requisite was wanting, 
unkve and Unkye Tunkye set an example, which was 
surreDders generally followed, of surrendering without 
Opposition, the Killedar being intimidated by 
thjC determined language h^ld out to him. Plate 
IX exhibits a view of this singular Fortress. 

On the 7th of April, the Detachment march- 
ed from Unkye Tunkye by the Chandore pass 
to Ragdeir^ a Fortress situated a few miles to 
the Northward of Chandore. As the Garrison 
refused to surrender, on the summons which 
had been despatched with the reconnoitring 
party, the force took up its ground for the 
siege, in the valley, which lies to the South- 
East of the Fort. 
The Fortress of Rajdeir, like those I have 
Descrip. attempted to describe, is formed by nature, 
Rajdeir. being simply an inaccessible rock, on the sum- 

PitATES 

xandxi. mit of a very high and steep hill, with no works 



' 'I 



' ' DBSCKlimON at R Al]>8llli > ' 91 

bat Bticih as have bteti fcdiiAttticted foi* «h**^i^' (MAJP^. 
fence of the gateway (a), which fejAdieiatiBl^ vjj^ 
placed on the Sooth side, in a re-enlering an- jg^ 
gleoftlie natural scarp ; and the pathway to it; 
after reaching the Eastern angle^ runs imme- 
diately under the rock, exposed to stt>nes and 
otheir mi^iles from above. The hill itself^ otr 
wfai<!h the Fort 'stand s, is so steep as to be 
inaccessible on the North and West sides, 
and is nearly so on a great part of the Sonth 
side. On the Eastern side, a level space of 
small' width juts out from the angled of the Fort, 
to the distance of 330 yards, where the descent 
to the plain b^ins, and the extremity of l!his' 
peninsula (if it may be so called), had b^en 
occupied by the garrison^ and the extremity 
of it at (c) appeared to be fortified by an 
advanced work, for the further defence of 
this, the easiest ascent to the Fort. The side 
of the hill- between this point (the elevation of 
which is 1100 feet) and the plain belo^; is 
btoken at intervals into • two steps, or flat 
liedges, the ascent to each of which is extremely 
steep and difficult. The valley in which the 
British camp was placed, continues roun^ the 
South side of the Fort, and a small stream 
which runs through it, divides Rajdeir from 
the Fortress of Indrye, a place exactly similar, 
and considered a dependency of Rajdeir. The 
lowest of the two ledges I have'descliribed, as 
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QBJ^, ifitenreBiog^betipeettthe plan and the advaneodl 

^^^ work j{/a)i aftet encireliog the JBast side of th^ bill 

yjjjA^ ofRaji}^r,turB&tottbeNi(H'draa9d,aadQoi]ftkiuiM 

t9r];un>aloii^ tbe dtde q£ aaMhei? hiUi (#) oppasile 

ta Jlajtd^jff, but BOi of equal heigh t» wliiebtforaM 

liie houttdav;! of the valley (0 t^. NortbvafdL 

Oa the top ef tlad» ledfc^ ^here tbe^ two htll» 

ao^^^aa aort^f bollew ii^a^oBobasmv foraiMi 

by the sideaj is fi Bheel tillage (See Plate X^ 

. Th^ Engineer^ ia lepeirtiQg to^ie Gomnaand^ 

^eer*^ H>K Offioen thci resuU of hia ceconaotssenice^ de^ 

^^1^0? clawed, his opinioB, that^ : £tidm t he g[i?eeit; natiaral 

ddlf ^'^' atreo^^ «tf this rock, a Garridea of SOOv deter- 

uaaed^mf^^ supplied \rith the requis^ pravii 

sioWj &c; mi^ht' bid defiance to die largest and 

best appoiuted army; aed that \i& fall must 

therefore depSHd oo sane fortunate occurra^ce,. 

which m%^t iAtimidate the Garrison inta a 

surcenddr '' Bat although this be>my opinion/' 

the. Engineer cqntinued, '* I aioi far ftrein con^ 

'^ siderxng that it should pcevent our under* 

'' ^ki^g ita reduction ;ifpHr if to j^tify the attacks 

'* of any partioulaif Forlress, it weret^onsidered* 

*' necessary that we shoald be able to calculate ' 

'^ on success, beyond a doabt, such is the in* 

'^ efficiency of our means ia this Department ia^ 

'* India, that not a siege could be undertaken ; 

'' it; tberefece appears to me, that a& long as( 

*' this deficiaacy exiat^. we vast trastfor sue- 

** ces|8.,^,oii9vsi^^ opei^toda to^ gpod" fortune^. 
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^.'W we bars httbtrM 4oiie, apipljriag* 'ki • the .qhaP. 
^ >bett ^manner fiowible, ttbe>iDeaQ8iD onr pm*^ J[^- 



•MM. 

'Under thifi view «be fctfowing pfan urais 
'"''■■'«!•■•' ' PROJfiCT? Oi? AWACR' ■ • -1-''i'- '- 

li^fv^zei's to Wpkc6d '«t4>Qee:4ti pesttierft,' ett 
*e-p<*iftF.- •■ ?-^ • ^»" '^ -.■ '■'' ■' -'.-i' /.' 

Under the p^ot^etton ^f tte fire of iSm bat- 
tery, the point of tSie hillfi^ iaWfe «nd iWeb- 
iooklng the Bbeel TiHage, ^d the poftrt (g^) on 
the uppermort t/f Iftie two ledges of Rajdefa* 
II!N^: to be occupied iihmediafely, ttnd the! par- 
tied 4o inh*neh^<beii«elvefir. ' . < • 

When these positibM bdrre be^ti takeb pos- 
session of, our fire to he concentrated on the 
advanced work (c), and Hie works of tliie Fort 
defendhig the gateway («), wMch msry make 
Ur^^nemy ^eqdllsi^ terms, bnt if they continue 
resolute, exettiWns ttf be made to iestaMi&h A 
battery oh the point of the hill (e), and tlie tfest 

ib depend on circtinmtances. 

-J' 

ATTACK OF RAJDEIR, . 

,4 April Mih. 

At 7 A. 11. the detachment took up4ts ground 
liefore the Foi4, and tlie whole of the itiateriais 
abd idtMiidmig tools eollect6d fin* the mege, 
w«re 1^ outattbe fingnieer dep6(i ; 



94 SIEOJBSiOE TBS^ MAlHhAS ARMY. 

QRAP. In copflequepce o£ its btsMn^ im possible ta get 

^^, the ; heayjTi guns •mounted; so- fis .to oomneoce 

jgiyg operations at once, as proposed, it was^djee^Bed 

dmrdhh^ to acotfpy the point of thQmU;(e) 

without delay, especially as the enemy sbeiv;ed 

a disposition jtq/iipisp t)|^n^)f[f^^ir A company 

working party, and the requisite ; material s^ 
iQi^yed £rQ|n.c^pip^infji^e.Q¥^^f^ occupied this 
PQV^ i ^ l»y, y q'cjpct fjfi ^e; ,§anie night, a 
J^g;ep^e»tiT¥^;fpTOed the lo^s of 

W}3[ fft^e i^ap, a ^iQ^ieer, y,ow4^d, , . 
,.;fi^ei ground ;^Ji (F); ijjap )M/^P^ise prepared 
during the night, for rea^iYingj^, heavy guns, 
3 p^ortars, ajid!4. howitzers,. ., 

../][he.!^boV;^ ordnance^, ;was,,a( day-ligl^t, in 
posiAiofi at (F% ready to op^n, so as to co%er 
the advance of the coluni^t^, occupy the point 
(g-X .wJ^ici* it did, wjithout^opjppsition. Tfhe 
cqIuiov was accopapanied by materials for the 
formation of a lodgf^ment, ]bu.t| this. the natural 
cover afforded by the ground, rendered un- 
necessary. 

Being in possession of the point (g) an oppor- 
tunity wa9 afforded of ascertaining . the exact 
.Qtii^ngth of the iidvanced work (c). It wiaia 
fpimd to b^ by no means ftroi^, and as . Ihe 
greater pant /^C.thQ ^hemy hft^iji^ithdrawn into 
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the body of the f^ce, and as it waSiascertaiDCtd CHAP; 
to be practicable to : convey light ordnance to ^1^^ 
that pbinti by taking the carriages to piecei^ jg^^ 
and carrying them up by hand, it : was - >detor>- 
intfied' to atteck this iwork^l aai^soon as the 
uecfessary preparations Iwere made, and rlxx es- 
tablish a battery! on its: rorer^^ iat: (A),> to consist 
of 2 six-poundeii8r2 ft)re^and<«-half-inch howifei- 
auersyand 1 fiveHaad-a^'kail^inchiniartari <; ^ »> ^i 

The following - were the arn^ements- ^for 
carrying the adranced work {c\ ami for fbramig 
the battery.- •> a ■ ••" » '■■■■■■. 

: >Tbe party on the point (e) was angmentedito 
120 (Sepoys ; : a detachment >of Sappers :and 
Miners, with scaling ladders, . under an . jBn- 
gineer Officer, was attached to it; and they 
were directed to' bcccrpy the'pomt (rf), on the 
opposite side of^tbe hallow way, or chasm, and 
to remain there, under cover ^ until the signal 
for the advance was made. 

The party at'(gr) consisted of 170 Europeans 
and 80 Natives. To it were attached 2 Engineer 
Officers, and the Iremaindei* of the Sappers and 
Miners^ with a working party of 100 Pioneers, 
and 200 Dooly Bearers, carrying 100 gabions 
and 3000 sand bags. 

While the above arrangements were in pro- 
gress, an incessant fire from F was kept up on 
the advanced work (c\ and when all was 
ready, the signal was made, and tb^. CQ^^^ns 
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CHAP; <Kf>attadc« iieadei by the Sapweiw and MinoVj 
J^ ^yn^dynthmZ'^t^Z^tr^.^d, at 
jjgl^ tive)«afDe nMmenti - got posBtenion 0f the ad<^ 
nmced irork. , . ' 

, The workings pzrtf^immmdijktAfcoakxaenced 
a k)dgi»eBt flft (A), ^iliriH SiftO ysrdB fo^^tha f^Vairt 
ttid as Mon aft^it)bce«»e doel^'ilbe^ftaniemaMi 
^rarefempJoyiad; miAhVi^. wddAtMmi Pioiieerfl^ 
in completiiig^thiiflodgtaBMKt,^ aod in ctarveiting 
pjirt of.k wla the iliteiHied battery, i 6ix- 
lIMMter $te was ibwinght mp by hand, by 
nine o'clock p. m., and the battery^ wooid 
Imine beat j-eady to *open at tdayulj^t^ but the 
enemy auiTendOTed at cAc^ren, and ih^s pat a 
^tdp to any further proceeding. 
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Elf 6INEEB DEJP ARTMENT. 

LientenaiM; JDariedy Ctmnumdrng Engineer. 
JSnsiga HliMes, uV^^^ 

„ Purton. , ■ > 

„ Und^wood« 

yy Lake. 

European Sappers and MuMffs . . .« ^ » 30 
Natire Sappers and Miners • ^ 

STORES, &;c. 

, . 1000 Sand Bags. 

180 Gabions. 

••'if; 

.. • 40 Fascines. 

And sufficient iiatrenching tools for the u^ of the 
IShpp^rsiMi^ Mihers. 
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ORDNANCE. 
2 Bighteen-poonder Iron Gkms. 
2 Twelve-pounder ditto. 
8 Six-poonders. 
2 Eightnneh Mortars. 

1 Five-and-a-half-inch Mortar. 

2 Eight-inck Howitzeirs. 

2 Five-and-a-half-inch ditto. 

• 

AMMUNITION £Xt»ENDED. 
Kghteen-potod Shot • ..... 90 

Twelve^potind ditto 41 

Eight-inch Shells . 88 

Fiye-and-a-half-inch ditto ... 2 
Gunpowder, ttm 700 

The immediato cause of the sarrender of the 
Fortress, was a quarrel which took place in 
the Garrison, originating in the Brahmin Kille- 
dar's refusal to pay to the families of three men 
who had been killed, the arrears of pay due to 
them. In revenge for this, the Garrison set 
fire to his bouse, and the manner in which the 
flames spread, alarmed them so much, that they 
were induced to capitulate. Our bold and 
resolute advance must also have had its effect 
in intimidating them^ and an inspection of the 
Fort after its capitulation, gave us ample cause 
for congratulation on its early surrender. The 
scarp of the rock is in general 120 feet in height, 
BAd the entrance to it from below, is similar to 
.that of the famed Dowlatabad, beii)^ flights of 
9t0p% cut in the inside of the rock, with occa- 

G 
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CIEL4S^. sional openings, tbrangb ifrhiich stones can be 

^* poured from aboiPev asd tbetep is cXoied by an 

19M ^^^^ ff^^^^S^ intended to- reoeive a fipe. Our 

loss was very trifling, seven itteri only being 

wounded. ' 

i-d^. Indrye. Dbarass, and .^veral other Forts- 

andjother " Ix i '^^ i i * i »^ 

Forts also followed the example of Usydeir, and £ngineer 
toiient.- Officers were sent 19 ^xsuniue and report on the 

Colonel . : 1; ' • iZ.»^ ' ... ,• ¥ 

M<Dowaii;principaJi:)Ones, but^itJs uiinep^aary, and it 
would h^ tedious, ta nepe^it rtbe description 
which has been already |^ven» and wiiich ap- 
plies eqtially to allJ 

Who The J^tachment left Jftajdefroil the 15th of 

marches on 

Trimbnck. A}fti\, Kridimanebcdl hj Obaoiddfeiand Nasstick 
upon Ihrinibai^ki^'B'IPoiit^siknated on the Western 
Ghauts, aiid'«Ai£rti]i* :froiii Nossuok about 96 

The Fort The Oet J^bmant marbhed frum Na»suck on 

reconnoi- 
tred, & the tke aad of *Api#> BmA bakedhatfm^arjr^betweeit 

occupied, that place and Tcimbuek, 'wfaile the Bngineers 
pTOCteded to reeotmoitre^tbe Fort; «tid to carry 
a summons for its ^i^uiremier. AslAie recon^ 
noitring party apfxroadhed tbe Pettah of Trtm^ 
bm;k, tbe^emy eraouated vt^^and opened a fire 
from tfaeiguns on the Nopih side -of the Port, 
which wepe nvmerous and weH ;ser^9^; and 
they afterwards tii«defa sainy oti the pairty; birt 
were immediately Hiriven ^badk* A- treconnois* 
sance'^tisPJthie ^aM«^eiiieiifng<«ffeGted«of Ihe gate^ 
way on^hte Sowlh>^'l(hM: is ^< tbe' contrary <$ide 



of thie fort, {^04 at;a .cOD8id«f«bie diittance fiom qhap. 
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The extant o^ iius Foft, as bounded by the ^y^ 
rocky soiurp wkich defenda it, is not less than ^ 
five miles, asd the stapeqdous uppearanoe oftionofthe 
the place is mack ioittotaMd by aMie very high Trimbsck. 
hiUs, If ludi .occupy^a gyeat part of its itfteriof piatbs 
aroa. Thesoargic vhieK miMB Jn height Ibom xiii!" 
two to four hundred feet of pei^papdicmlar roek, 
surrounds th/t hi}l IQ.eii^ry pm)^ f)M leaves only 

the gateways; as Mi0ailai>le points. Trimil^iick 
has two gateways, That oo the ^Quth m)e i» 

the principal one, of easiest ascent, and ii^ that 
by wUok theXxarriaoa i^dmiik thm provisions 
and stomi ; ^tkat on the KoMh side is oi^ly fi 
cmgle gate, 4he paasf^ to^^iqh is by narirow 
,steps, cut out Hol. this rack, : aivd <Paly w\4» 
endugb for one pdrson tQ aaOepd ^t i» tiine. 
The head of Ibis pasM^l^sfd^ffiPAded by twa 
towers, eonneotod ihy ;a «uf tai^ i|^ whkh k j^he 
giv^way. The htfiglMt <^ th^ hiil is t^^ m gFeat 
oiiithe Nortii as on |he South civlei .but it ^fm 

Hiore abruptly, i and the aftQeot is steeper. 
< Besides the gatemyis then^^arei a^w ftqwers^ 
and works on diflsreojli part9:0f the hilf, l>ut4heir 
fkmthn appears t« h^w beep dictated ?i>y ca- 
price, trather than iii^ith Any nuwMih^ gr^t«r 
•ckh^rUy of the Fortress. The magazines t^ 
almodtaU the bouses. of Ihe Garhiso«i«jre jan^ar 
ta^M an the rock. At the foot of the soMp^ 

G 2 
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CHAP, and at a short distance from tbie' patsa^e le^d- 
^^' ing to the North gate, is an old village m riiins, 






18t8w ^^ st^ije Siralls^ of which -idt still sufficient to 
gi ve CO v'ei^« to - a . lai^e ' bold y^ o£ 'troops. The 
Pettab of Tiimbuck, w^ich isi-ather extensive, 
iib a;t the bottom pf!tbefaiUi6i> the North mdS\ 
and die river GodaVery;: issttingfrom an orifice 
of th^Tocic withiiu^theiFoi^ 4pws tbrdagb the 
c^tercVth^^wtf^'^' ' ^ ' • :>-.;>; ; i i. .10. >/; 

- " PROJECT OF ATTACKv ^ '•?'*' 

' The' CV>mintodtng* iBngtneef: recomilvevded 
Bh attack-otirth<^'N<orth^^te^'-fc^rthe following 
reasons-^' *•• • '^': ■"■ • .-^ :....•.■■ '^■. ..•■;•;' 

First: ThM^blcttf^ghthb assent to k mm 
oiore difficult, • ^an to Ihi^ * South: gate; there 
was oti the other band but onq lin^ of works <o 
diestroy^; 'a point of great cotiset]uencey asiwe, 
had only six-^poiindersi with- which to effect a 
breach,- it beings intpos»iM^to >carry guns of a 
hieaviiei^ <*tlibr^ uf> thfe' hill Ofi ei^ier side. 
^ S^tc^^ly : ' On S account of the advantages 
offi^redr by the' i^uid^ Village at the fobt of the 
scarp, in constraottng batteries^' ^nd giving 
covferto the' troops^and bythePettah of Trim- 
buck, ^tthd bMtom of the hilli 

Thirdly : • l^e road leading to the South side 
of the Fort was impracticable for guns, nor 
were the means,* possessed by the besieging 
force, sufficient id overcome this obstade';^ m 
addition to which the enemy had poisoned all 
the wells on that side. 
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The following was the plan of attack. To CHAP. 
silence the fire of the enemy's guns, particularly ^J[Y^ 
those ^hicb bore on the ruined village, and for j^gjg 
this purpose, to erect a battery at the bottom 
of the hill on the Northern side of it (at A), for platbXII. 
the heavy ordiiance ; having effected this, to 
occupy, and form a lodgment, in the village, at 
the foot of the North gate (at B), and in it to 
erect a battery for 4 six-pounders, to batter the 
gateway ; and to carry the guns up to it by 
hand, as had beforjebeen practised at Rajdeir. 

At this short distance, about 100 yards, it 
was hoped that the towers, and curtain at the 
gateway, might be demolished, and that the 
troops might advance to the storm of the 
breach, undef^ cover of the fire of the batteries, 
and of musketry, from the post in the village ; 
at all events, that a lodgment, so immediately 
under the gateway, might have the effect of 
alarming the Garrison, and inducing them to 
surrender. 

In order to cut off all hopes from the enemy 
of effecting their escape by the South side, and 
to distract their attention, 2 six-pounders, and 
a howitzer, were to be detached, and established 
as high up the hill, and as near to the South 
gate, as the nature of the ground would allow. 

ATTACK OF TRIMBUCK. 
April 23rf. 
At eight, A. M. the detachment took up its 
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CHAP, ground b^forA the Fort, and the wb^te of the 
y^J^^ idtrtncbitig tools iiid matei^idb, coH*tted Icnt 
1818. ^hfe sii^e^ m^n immeilifttdy carried to tfhespot 
ohodeti for the Bi^^^ dep6tv in the Peltah, 

At fo^ P. M. d d<etnob«iei(t of 60 £ur6pe£iii8, 
60 Seb«ndks»* and 160 Rone, with 2 i^x^^iouiid- 
^rs, mieirched ftote nwatp to take tip a posttioii 
opposite to tb« South gtflewdy. Thcfy tmef^ 
Mtomtiatiied by a workii% ptetrtyf triider an 
Offit;er of £t]^gtiiemily c«miBii7tius of a Vfuall 
detail ^f S«i|>jp€frs and Miners, 30 Pione^ri^^ 
and 50 Dooly fyeat^rs, pfotided with 40 ga- 
bioai^, atn! 8000 iMnd tyagd. A battery for the 
2 mx-Y>oiiArders, tttid a pkce df arms for the 
troops, ^tste tofastfticted dtiring the nighty 
withih 500 yairdd tff this gMeti^y, md (me of the 
^1^1^ Iras caltied up, &«d |Aaced itt bMtery by 
dby-Hj^t. 

A wbrkiiig ptfrty faft the opdrations oti tbe 
North i^ide, was ordered to piarade at sdn-set, 
at the Engineer depdty of the following sfrength: 
half the cbrpsof Sapp^M Ufld Miners, SO £u- 
ropeaas, 80 P)bneere, 100 Dooly bearers, and 
about too Lascars) &d. A« soon Its it was 
dask, tbe battery and plaee of arttis (A) were 
PLATBxn. l^i^ ^^^> ^^d when it became ^wk, the work- 
ing party advanced, and eomtnenced ofperatioiis. 
The ground, on wbieh this work was formed, 
unfortunately proved to be a bed of rock, a 
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few ioohes. below the surfiMse, which gave rise CH AP. 
to great additioml laiboar; for instead of form* ^y * ^ 
jug a sunlKeii batterer sa was inteocMt, we were |g|^ 
obliged to cosalroct an elevated one : but the 
greatest inoonveoieace, instog from this cir* 
cuffistaDoe, .WBi.tfae impossibility of lowering 
the trails of tii&gims» which rendered it neces* 
ssry to foim an iaclined filaoe for the mheels of 
the guns to irest on, in order to giTe them sitf- 
fieieot ale^atioli^ la bear on the u|q>er gateway. 

Attwdwett.i^ thie Jtetiefifev tlia working 
party arrived in the trc^Eiehes, m. the remaining 
half of the JSrappers>aiid MinerSi 50 Sepoys, 400 
Pioneers, aod 300 Dooly bearers ; but as it 
was nebeiisary to earry the eiMrth for the battery 
from a dftstaoee, owiiig Ipj^fucky nature of 
the ground^* which oi course deh^ed its com* 
pietion icoMidi^rably^ it wasdeemed advisable 
not. to relieve th? c^d workii^ j^aarty, but to 
keep berth at tv0rk ; 4ind we were^liinsienabled, 
by great labour, to oonplete the works a Uttle 
before dayl^ht, and to get 4 heavy f ^^ns, 2 
eight-inch mortars, and 2 eight«iiich hpwitsiera 
ipto battery* 

The ettemjt duriog the night* fired occa* 
sionally on the working party, from thesr dif- 
ferent guns, but no caausdties ocdtrnrcd. 

April ^m. 

The battery opeued at daylight^ and with 
great effect, so that in three hoMTs th^. ^;nfei||^!s 
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CHAP, guns were all silenced ; and it was found on 
^y\ reconnoitring it/ that they had evacuated the 
1818 '^^^^^^ village* This induced the Commanding 
Officer to attempt a lodgment there at mid-day, 
instead of waiting till night, as had been ori- 
ginally intended ; and the working and cover-^ 
ing parties for this service, were ordered to 
aATEXii. parade at 12 A. M. in rear of the work (A). The 
working party consisted of the Sappers and 
Miners, 80 Pioneers^ and 100 Dooly bearers, 
under two Engineer Officers^ and they were 
provided vrith 100 gabions and 2000 sand bags. 
From some misconception of orders, how- 
ever, the covering partj consisting of His Ma- 
jesty's Royals, and the 1st Battalion of the 1 3th 
Regiment of Madras Natite Infanti'y, advanced 
three quarters^ of an hour before the time or- 
dered, and before the working party werq 
ready; and instead of remaining quiet under 
the cover, which the walls and houses of the 
village afforded, they attempted to force the 
gateway, and the bluff rock, 200 feet in per- 
pendicular height* 

* The Europeans* who (in obedience to thle orders of the 
Officer commanding the party) so fearlessly made this im- 
practicable attempt, were the same men who had failed at 
Nagpoor, and the blind oourage they evinced, shows that 
they did not, on this occasion, modi consider that ** no ad- 
** vantages would be gained by going forward ;" the reason 
assigned by Colonel Blacker, as the cause of their hesitation 
on Ibe bleach at Nagpocfn 
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The enemy itnniediately opened a very hea v)f CHAP. 
fire, of ginjals, rockets, and matchlocks, on the J^^ 
village, and rolled down targe istones on the j^g^g^ 
assailants. Consequently, when the working 
party arrived, they in vain attempted to esta- 
blish themselves ; and as our battery discon- 
tinued firing at this time, ovring to the Artillery 
men being campletely worn oat, by twelve 
hours' incessant labour, without a relief ; the 
working party were obliged to retire vrith some 
loss behitid the walls of the' vilUige till night, 
when a battery for 4 stx-pounder& was completed . 

Jpiil 24M. 

This advanced position, together with that on 
the South side, had tha^ desired effect; for at 
six A. M. the Killedar expressed a wish to treat, 
and the Garrison were alldwed to march out 
with their arms and private property. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
Lieutendnt Davies, Commanding Engineer. 
Basigtk Nattes (Siag^). 

„ Ptertoii. 

„ Underwood. 

„: Lake (severely wounded). 
f^oropean Sappers and Miners 27 

Native ditto . . , • • ^'' 

STORES, &c. 

Sand Bags . . . 8000 

Gabions .... 260 

Fascines .... 50 

Intrenching tools sufficient for the use of the Sappers 

and Miners. • 



1818. 
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CHAP. ^ OHDNANOS. 

^'_ , a^ Big^htaoiHp^iiiidef Inm Oobs. 

. . ,8 ^ix-powders^ 

2 Eight-inch Mortars*' 
2 Fiye-and-a-half-incii ditto. 
2 fSght-inch tlowitzers. 
2 nye-and-a-half-inch iHtto: 

AMBftlNltlON EXirKJTDED: 
SghteeuHpiefiiiid Sho« . . /. 354' 
Twelr^i^ttill ditfa . > « • . «6 
Eis^riHburiiSbdli^. . » • . . • lU 
FiTOraod^-lial^iiiidi 3beUs . 40 
Gunpowder^ lbs. ••••«.. 2200 

RiBFLECTIONS. 

The repvitatiau of Xrimbuck for strength^ 
was deaervedl jT greater than that of any of the 
Forts» with which this -couDtry abounds, and 
being considered as a placi^ of peculiar sanctity^ 
from containing within its walls the source of 
the Godayery, one Qf the most sacred of Hin- 
doo Rivers, an obstinate resistaace was anti- 
cipated. The Garrison, indeed, did not seem 
deficient in judgment, for the practice of their 
ordnance (of which they bad seventeen pieces 
mounted), was very good, tind they moved 
them about tO different points, in a manner 
which showed that they knew where they could 
be mosteffective. Duringthe course of the opera- 
tions, they constructed a battery for two guns 
on the South side of tliiie Fort, which enfiladed 
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our entrenchtiTent on that side, and rtfkideftd it Ofi AP. 
neoeamry to give It 1 shenldet*, «md 1o open an Jj^J^ 
embrasfire (bt a gon to k^i^p tkeM in t;faMk. j^|g 
The bnildii^ wete m few, and tbe {^^etltt 
extensive^ tfaM onr bombardment ll ad bwi littfe 
effect. 

The plan of attack "tm^ the best, ot rathe* 
the only Me, thattsonld be adopted, biit bad 
thfe Garrison resieted with fitmness; success 
coald scarcely have been anticipated. The old 
tillage itself^ if o^cnpied by tSie enemy, could 
not have been carried wifbont a gt^at sacHAee 
of lives ; sfUt tbeiCaptnre ef whieh, even if the 
light ordnance employed had iftucceeded in de- 
stroying the tower aM gateway, still greater 
ob^ttd^s teumtlied to be m«itionie. For the 
storifflng party mnst have advanced by a flight 
of steps, so very sta^p, tbat in Many placed it 
, r^uires '& man to clitnb them by the BssistaiN^e f 
of both his bands, and at the same time «o^ < 
narrow, that there is not f odm for two persons 
abreast. Under «uch circnmstanoes, stones 
rol^led from above would have safficed to baAe 
the assailants. 

It is difficult to account for the want of reso- 
lution displayed, in the defence of this impr^- 
nable Fortress. The reasons for it must be 
sought, in the effect produced on the minds of 
the Garrison, by our rapid advances to the feot 
of the scarp, and by seeing their escape pre- 
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CHAP, vented by the works on the South side. The 
JJ^j[v absence of their Prince, at this time a fugitive 
]^lg surrounded by British Armies, and the extreme 
improbability of his ever returning to his own 
dominions^ must also have produced an un- 
favourable effect on the spirit of the Garrison, 
and prevented them from attempting a more 
protracted resistance. Seventeen other Forts 
fell on the surrendw of Trimbuck, and the 
whole of this country, perhaps the strongest in 
the world, came into our hands in a few weeks, 
almost without a struggle. 

In contemplating such pusillanimous con- 
duct, even on the part of our enemies, it is 
difficult to repress a fefliug somewhat resem- 
bling disappointment. The idea unavoidably 
arises, that nature intended these hills for 
other men, and other deeds,. She seems to have 
marked them out as a theatre, on which the 
battles of freedom and independence might be 
successfully fought: for amongst them the undis- 
ciplined and half-armed Native would be ou a 
par with the most skilful and experienced vete- 
ran ; and even in the stones which cover them, 
nature has furnished abundant arms for their 
defence. If these ideas, and the stern character 
of the scenery, which gave rise to them, seem 
little consonant with the habits and dispositions 
of the Natives, , it should be remembered, that 
even iu India the assertors of liberty have been 
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found; and that it was from these very hills, CHAP, 
that Sevajee first endeavoured to break the ^iXl. 
iron bonds, in which^ hi? countrymen were held jgig 
by Anrungzebe. It was amongst these hills, 
that his enterprises were planned, and from 
them, that his ^ livitigtSloud of war watsi poured 
forth/- It was here, that he laid the foundation 
of that Power, which iri aflber tinies retaliated, 
ti^ti the fallen Emperor of Pelhi, theitijurves, 
which the intolerant spirit of that Prince's 
ancestors had mflieted on f he Hindoo wOi^ld ; 
and here, the last Mahratta SoTC^eigti might 
have made an effectuttl struggle for indepen- 
dence; but the spirit was wanting, with which 
the great founder qf the tribe bad armed his 
people for Gbtf^aest. ^^l^irty Portresses^ each 
of \trhich; with a Sevajee as a master, would ' 
have defied the whole A Agio-Indian Army, fell 
unresistmgly in'a few 'Weeks; and this Vast 
Maihrsfctta fin^pire, which had overshadowed 
the East, hncf before- which the Star* of tb^ •'- 
Mogul bad become pale, was destined' tci^faft^ 
riisfa in its turA,' another great example of tiiie 
vicissitudes of fori6 ne ; and o f the - 4nstabilit jr 
of the mightiest thrones, ' the* foundations of 
which are not laid in the affS^ttons of th(^people. 
' Here it may not be amiss to notice an attempt Trim- 
made by 1:he ' notorious Trimbuckjee, about auemp^ 
tHlv4> hionths afte^Wdi^ds; to retake Trimbuck Trimbock 
by iitir prise. A 'Garrii^on; composed ^ of II few %^!' 



110 9Ii{G^ op TVfi MAmA^ AHVV* 

eH4P. mea of tde 13th Mftdviter Native Infantry, com- 

.J^^ Hwnded by ft Subadf^r, bad bcien hA in tbb 

lata J^ortrwn, and tb« wn^riea at the North gate, ia 

the duak of the morniog m qqeatioa. were re- 

<|iAee|ted to a4mit 9fome peopl^^ ;vbo profeaaed 

tberoa?^?f!»tobepilKffiiti9fii^8biBgtopfl^^ Abw 

deTotioiiB lit the Pagodtif which i» h»ilt ^^ 
the source <tf itbe GJodaiveryj Th<^ ver^ ft*- 
milted without AQspiciQq^ but be^re thfi .wb<>)e 
party biad eittered^ tb|^ att»€^d QW of the 
8eii^«^^)iffb«iPoqtrived'toy€loAe (be gates, but 
at the e^pe^ae of bia life* Tbe Qarnapq wfia 
iwmediiateiy alariiiedf 0»d $iiece«ded w over- 
poiMeriqg the Jew i^Rrbobiad gAm€4 admittaoce, 
while tibereinainder of liie pany^vho w^re in 
the oarrow fligbd of $l|ei>s, Jiead^agto the (Hearth 
gute^aufiened P^veiiely from the stones ifhioh 
If ^re J^fown npon tbww from, f^ve.; 

Proceed- v ^fb^ (he f»ll pf TriiiibiMi<ic, the a^aaop aeena- 

the cap. ed too liwr advanced ito /^dmit ; ft hope of being 

Tiimbock. able to oootincieopemlioDai aad Lieut^-Colonel 

SAVDowalL i prepared to t^ke. up a pea) tion for 

tte monsboii, iv the neigbbourbood Oif Chan- 
deitfe, !«vbUethe £iigii)e^ X)«p(aBtiQeat moved 

to Naaanckf prepataatpry topfoio^^dipg to Bom- 
bay, whelTB lit waa intended to Ury , dMPog the 
approaching ifaia^, .Bom^ e;spe]nmeQta i» pon- 
tooobog, ailjglgeAted by Lieuteoant S>avies» the 
\ . Commawting Engineer; .b^t jthe political AJl)ir 
thoritiea demned it of impostaace to obtain a 
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Ibodog in Khandesh (the greater jmtt of which CHAP; 
|irovhice wad in posaessiofi of the Arabs), be- J^!^ 
itire^ll^e mowadoti itet in ; and the Detachment isi8. 
M3Cordi]|gly> tnaircbed for Malliganm^ before 
*w|ttoh plaoe they arrived on the Idtb of May, 
tihe Btigitleer DefMirtnieikt having reined theni, 
by forced inarches^ on the preoeding day i 
^ '*Thetitrerigthof the Detachmentat this period, l^^ 
Jfaidtidiii^ the siek amd those wonnded at>1IViai- coionei" 
back, probabiyatnouiaing to 60,- was a& follows : au's De- 

Hb Mi^wrty's RoydlScots • • . . 100 RaiikScRIe. ^^"^^ 
M adraii Earo^^Mn RegiiMtft • ' • -90 "- MaHigamn. 

1st Batt^ B^ Nativs IttfinitTy . 580 . 
^ Birft. lath B«gt Nattve Infiwtrjr aOB . 

Fmnlbgr tf Total of 9^ 

^ 'i * Bdt tbe effective strength of the Detachment 
must faave^ been below 9ftOfirdo<jks. There were 
b^idi^ 270 Pioneers, and a^sinaU detail of 
fiffrOJpeM ArtiHefy^'bnrely suffidcsit to f utnish 
*thfe necessary r^iefs for the- batteHes^. - 
* The FoTti^ess df MaHfgaufn is situated on the ii^ For. 
hik bank of the Ri? er Moossdm, a little abote Biaiiimom 
Its janction with the Ghirmu T%e river, which 
nfrthe commenceiiieiit ef the siege; m» every 
^here fordable, runs, rnider the-West, and 
troimd a great part t>f the North and South 
sides. The Fort consists of three distinct 
tines <of works, With a ditch in front of the 
middle line. The body of the Place is. an 
exact aqtiare of 120 yards, flknked by a round 
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CSAP* tower at each aogle, aod one ia the ceotre of 
^^J^;^ each side. ' The middle line, ^hich is a kind^ 
11SI$. fau8«ebray, ia. also quadrangular, rnoDiDg 
parallel to, and at a short, distance from, the 
.inner work; but assuming an oblong shape, 
from the distance, between them, being greater 
on the East, than on the other sides. : The 
outer, line .is of an irregular, form, running 
parallel to the body of the Place on the West 
. . side only; and extending to some distance on 
the.other sides, where it embraces a large* space 
of ground. It is strengthened throughput its 
whole extent, by round towejrs, at irregular 
intervals. Towards the East, and also on part 
of the Northern side of the Fortress, there is an 
additional line of works, formed of mud, but 
old and much decayed, between the ditch of 
the &ussebray, an4 the outeif line thajt has 
been descrjbcid* ^ It extends from the South- 
East angle of the ditch, as for as the works of 
the gateway on. the Northern side, with which 
it is connected. The interior line, and fausse- 
bray are built with stone, and of excellent 
masonry ; and so is the outer line on the South 
side, and. towards the River,' but those parts 
of it, which face towards the Pettah, are of mud, 
and somewhat decayed. 

The height of the inner wall, measuring to the 
top of the parapet, is 60 feet : the thickness of 
the parapet at top is 6 feet, and the breadth of 
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the terreplein 11 feet, making the total thick- CHAP. 
iie8«;0f theraippurtaltop ITtfeett ..^ ji ^J^X^ 

MiTht brielidthi^f i the 9pacfe between the body jg|g 
of the> Place a«d!the iausaebray, on part of thfe 
Norths and on tbiei . West eikili South jiides^ is 
«bp«t^feeit, of; whioh 10 feet«re appropriated 
t0 stabling.: i !Kh6 reof oi. lihtM stables, which 
is lO-fiset high^ forms the terreplein of the fausse- 
brajr, attd ie samlOiUnted by a parapet of 6 feet 
l%us the ;fau88ebrfqr> is XH fbethigh interiorly, 
but exteriorly the scttrp of that work is 40 feet 
la extreme^ height, iiHclnding the depth of the 
ditch^ ^^ich.islbr the greatei^f»rt cat out 6f 
the 8<di4>rt)ck^Mitniiiediately>bbldW the scarp 
revetmekitaf >(&e faussebray, without an inter- 
vening bens:. 'I This revetment lis 5 feet thick. 
The width of ^thjei. ditch is jt5;feet: its dq>th 
▼Aries, but is greatest <>n the ri?er A-ont, where 
it -is 2$ /eet Tbe dpace between the counter*^ 
sc|$rp!s(iidithQ .exterior itne.df ^wiorks varies, as 
Wm ^before mentioned. I It is leaEst on the West 
aidse, where it is:On)yOO.feet, and greatest on the 
Gastiside, where it is dOO ieet wide. The bright 
of the outer line of works is 14 or 15 feet, the 
thi^^ness of its parapet, being 3 ieet, and that 
of its rampart vaitying from 10 feet, on the West 
and South, sides^ to 14 feet on the East side^ of 
the Fort. i 

, The gateways are nine in number, very intri- 
cate,' and all containing excellent bombproois. 

H 



.eiMV.'l'bebultel«^tf€iJ^l^bbtheNo>thi tib^iidnerbticM 

,^J^ on the Easterd'^sWe. q'Tlkift'lFortfiefei'itet'irimch 

ins. ^^^Mbd^'>0tt'tMsiU8t|wlM%ii^!fittd'eJ k^tthe 

Fbftab;^ r^hich.iiiit^a^ id wf thin ^(^Imcl ' invik M 

g7edt'inaQy'6trot^|r<kiil^lbfty bdiVding0i;i<bri'otd 
^<teeayed(W^piTirpan»6tititiw«lMlrgm df 

1atj^&l>eaiilii ^ titdbii^. « nfb^^Mks {b^idi^dklvlittl 
tajj^e i0f dh^ i^tddi KflMtfiArg »o dU«ibtb tii&^efktti 
the}defekicedi$#|thaTFciet »^ftiiflhtiriini{i»ir#tbb^ 
4 'fsltagti t callddt iS iibti^fa^^ < situ^kbd^ciky Ikbe tefl 
bamki of tbe'r(^«r, .i)«ii%''i)rpj)0«lle}fot|)b«f(d«tef 
gkte;<>fttfi^ FotfV«irMdi'c»mttiyinicMM«VitM4^ 

m dfefpthv' ^(i^o ruii#<kloii^ ^tlM^mttief ^iMtik of i thife 
riT&r - oppcMittef to' the' So«^h-^kt aljgte: ' ^Ije 
country is^ perfect^ *flat jto « ^ eotfsiidoMbld i^s^ 
tanit^ an)utid^tl»6fpbill Tkr8oiI<mitbe4i^'b«irit 
oUtbe m^'ia: h'blatefe't]Miji4ir<aboilt otiPel 4bo44ti 
Ai!{itfa'^ y^ilin^'bn ta ^i)OfeiiailHy:td«k, ^V'^k 
ednil^ *iiiorked> aftt the mrfiiicd,' >b«Mi incir^asiti^ in 
)mfdb€86iti»]Blr6potiMin%oiit»(^pth. ThcfKi^3^^ 
^te^ badk mf tlie^ritlBv> id •^ntvrelff a ^iiel<^i»g t^dfe 
'iBOychred MrttI kb^sAftd, iik mltitip^if^to's^i^ 
depth. The Fort is said to have been builtbiboiit 
^stty )rears;i dM'tibe; wbrksrio hav€r b^n> Icfop- 
teMed« |[iy tan 'Bnglbger/ n^hoiMme frbm iBi^Ibp ftifr 
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the purpose. The GarrisoD, from the best infor* CBAP^ 
rmtion th^t could, be coUecttsd, was estimated, ^J^^ 
"whea we arrived b^ore the place» at 700 men. 1818. 
, In the reconnoissance which the Engineers 
made^ the Garrison allowed them, to ride along 
the right bank of theriyer, immediately opposite 
the Fort, without interruption, as some nego^ 
qiations were going on at the time, and thus a 
good view was obtained of the.defences of the 
inner and outer lines, on the South and West 
sides ; but nothing could be seen of the ditch or 
faussebray, the existence of which was only 
known from the reports of the Natives, who a]l 
differed in their accounts of the situation and 
4imensions of these works, describing the 
fi^nssebray merely as a. range of stabling. Very 
, Jiittle could beascertained regarding the strength 
.of the Fort on the East and North side, as the 
Garrison occupied the Pettah, and the village 
of Sumnaree. 

PROJECT OT ATTACK. 

From the limited, information which was 

thu^ obtained, the Commanding Engineer re- 

-:<x>nunended an approach from the right bank of 

' the river, against the South-West angle, for the 

Ibliowing reasons ; First, because in order to 

. attack the East front, it would be necessary to 

carry the Pettah, which in all probability could 

not be effected, without suffering such loss as 

would cripple our future operations. Secondly, 

H 2 
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CHAP, the same objections ejmrted to an attack <m the 
J^!^ Notth 8tde, un6 to the Southward Ike ground 
1818. oa the left bank ^ the 'liter waa too coafiaed 
for tha nacetaary operationa. Thirdly, diat 4he 
ground on tha right bank of the.iirer was the 
most fiftYqrable for the construction of tl^ neeea- 
aary works. 

The Allowing was the plan he prafiosed': 
to construct the battertes^l) and (2) in the pro- 
Imigation of the West and South laces, and fit 
the distance of about 500 yards from ihem^ in 
order to de(^ti*oy the defences of those fronts, 
and to enfilade them. Eacb battery to have a 
place of arms attached to it, and to contain 2 
guns, besidea whidn No. 1 battery was to be 
farmed with 2 mortars and 2 howitzers for bdm- 
battling <to place; A parallel (B) for 200 men 
was to be constructed the same night, in the 
mango grove, between these two enfi'lading bat- 
teries. 

From the parallel (B) hepropoted to advance 
by the aigaags B C D £ F, to liiebankof theriver, 
along which tiie second parallel was to be esta- 
blished, and on its right flank the breaching 
battery (3) for 4 guns. This was to be wmtdd 
with the same guns, which were to be v^ith- 
drawn from the batteries (1) and (2), as aooa as 
the defences of the Fort were, rained. 

The bottom of the revetments of the towers 
0) and (z), which were supposed tq be of mud 
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fkced wifch stoiie, to be loosen^ by the breach- C^HAP. 
ibg battei7, fdr the purpose of eriabling the yj^!^ 
Miners to' form chambers fof destroying them ; igm^ 
and when this was effected, lodgments to be 
established in their riiins, and the intermediaft^ 
curtain to be converted into a parallel ; that por* 
tion of it, which was in the line of fire of the 
bretehing battery, being levelled » in ord^r that 
th^ bottom of tfae^ inner wall might be seen over 
it Frofd behind this lodgmient, he proposed to 
sink a shaft, and working fh>m thencWj to blow 
iii the count^raearp opposite to the curtain (f) 
which was to be breached ; and he projected 
some further mining operations on that side,' 
which wiere to ruin the scarp of the ditch, and 
to destroy one Of the interior towers. 

As muchdepidiided on confining the Garrison, 
he proposed that^n establishment should be 
made opposite (o the outer gate on the North 
side of the Fort, but it was hecessary to pos<H 
pone this tilt a neinfoh^eraent! arrived. 

' » ATTACK 05P MALLIflAUM. ' * 

' May the IfUh. ' 

All th^ intrenching tools' dud materials col- 
le^t^'fe/ithe'siie^e,' 'having been' carried down 
at 5 p. M. to the Engineer Dep6t, which was 
established in reay of the inango grove, the 
working parties for the night assembled.. At 
dusk the Engineers marked out the enfilading 
bdtt«ies-(l) and (*2) about 500 yards distant 
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CHAP, froo) (lie $nutii-iWi99t apgle of the body of !tbe 

r^ PUce, jM^i \^\ the,|>f<Joiiga(tioii ;0f tb^: South 

WW. *"^ ^^^ faew. The foroaer; WW wtend^ ffr 

2 .eigb|eeQrtMHMd4nii|.9 eigbtrioflh hoiv^Jutz^rK, 

wd gj^igfeMn^bmorterft^ thfelatiter for s^^t^r^ve- 

ppupd^f^.; !Tbe pur^H^l (©) about ?0Q yiWrfJs 
inje^gtl^iatid 300 dwt^pt fromith? bav^iOftf^ 
liver^fiirMi ^Wo milrked ofiit Ap wiw IM it ww 
d^rk, the urorkiog tpvtios . fiWd off to> th^ 
riBts|^eQt)pe5iiroifk9^ md commf^a^^ tbwrpper^ 
tjona.' AhQuI? f eight p^M* the enemy, mad? a 
(SQrti^ IpwiB their own 1^ a)p«g. 1^ b»pk of th^ 
fiver,.. and {^Hacked th^ cp^vdricig party po«d:ed 
in the ^gro^e^ m ftroat ofthe wprking p^^Fty, wa- 
structing tbeipara)fel« Thv9 aprtie wi»a:4Mi|ir 
ported by a ahaifi fire^m tb& ^09 in the Fort^ 
and of matnihlodkaiiroiii tibe^ lower W9i\\, The 
A rabtr behared ^ iWitik gineat rgalUnttry^ ^S^ting 
fro«i4reei;o tree,, and: werd engaged hand to 
haii4 wkb a dataohmeattiof^Hie' M^drAp iEuro^ 
pean Reginieotj mho omM not foriaJine, lowing 
to the natu^fi ^f tbl^g9pMn|l^)l(jpt ^hfoy succeeded 
in repulsing them^^fifter.'^shQft and sanguinary 
cQnflic!Uia which Jiii^tttwt^itid^aiiw^ th*C?wn- 
Bianding: J^gipeei^j w»9 . ttnfortunait^y kii)^ - 
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* This Officer has scarcely left his equal t^ehi^d. him in 
zeal) perseyerance, and activity. His whole soiil was de- 
voted to the service. In Uie' jpresehce of an dnietii^y^ie almosf 
denied luliiself die nbcesiEWtry sapj^oft of food and sleep; no 
difficilly seelnedtoai^palliimi'and l|e emried the plana he 



May ^A^ Wh.^i ;--fM, -,; . 43B4.V. 
. .. Jhe batteries (l) aad (:*)= opened on the Eorit ^ ^' , 
ati dayrligbt, Jhe ipmef with tofembie: f^^ffiecti: ^jo^o 
bjojt. tb^.:^welver{ip^iid€T8 in the Utter yere 
ffi^^^dut» i«akp Ji^tle :Qr no impr^oa on the 
dfifwc^A pf tl^ jiqner. Fort The enw>y retiur^Qd 
tUe^lQveifr^i^qi 7.;pr,^.giin8» of all, .calibres, . from 
nine-pounders dowiiwards^ the greater part, i>f 
which were disabled laqdsili^Dced by our guns in 
the course^ of t^enrprning. Dnping the night, the 
ftpproach B C I): £ F was constructed^ wbiqh 
aff9i;ded .tolerable covert ^^ a squill portipn 
pf t)ie second parallel at ^tlieihfiad .of the $; igz^gs 
w^a^ also completed* ip whiph thre^ embrasures 

■ • 

ill'' ' 

had' fotmeditkto exeisutloii witb d doarage and perseveraiice, 
^Mih chtterv^ Me6eM if th^toiAlliiot always command It. 
WbenaolacitiTtly empkyed, Uititte waa aatirely |;iven.ap to 
t|ie iftiudy of t\w profeaskm^ and to, the infrtnifsftioii of his little 
lK>dy of Sappers i^nd Miners z.npr can higlper proof of his 
meri£ be desired, than the proficiency attained by .these men, 
during; a period of active service, in duties entirely new to 
therii. Having allAded ih :a former bote to* tlie reiftedtidhs 
tiivovtB 6ul by a obtewponBry initef , dlgaioit Ms temper; t 
•bfll only add« thai it sraa. jtoo often tswi by the ' iiPexatblis 
^ppojfi^oa^ ^hifli-hf e^^pej^i^c^.to bis; eofightened vid^il^, 
whQst endeavouring to place hia| Department on. a bj^qxp 
efficient footing. His brother Officers of the Corps of £i^ 
jgin^ni have determined to erect a monument to his memoiy , 
and to that of lieutenant Niittes, who Mi'ishbrtly aiftfe^, 
hoping that this record of tbair esteem and respect, whilst it 
perpetuates the names. pf those distiug^ished. Officers^ :may 
also serve as an incitement to others,^ to. follow thejjr example, 
and emulate their fame. 
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\ were opened to protect the left flank of the 
^'^'[j jiarallek A battery for S mx-poanders was 
1816 prep^i*^ At (^)» Att^ the adjoining avennes add 
gardens were occupied; At ten p. tt. theenemy 
made a sortie, to attack thiis post, bat were 
repnised without 1<^S8 on our part. The snialU 
ness of our force did not admit of our takHig 
posisietfsion of the yirhole village. 

The village (H) dn otir left, whiich had beeii 
deserted by the inhabitants diirirfg the night of 
the 19th, was t>ccupied by a party of Arabs, 
who- at 10 this morning made a oold attack on 
our outposts, bdt^ "were soon repulsed and 
driven out of the village by a charge of the 
$epoys of the 13th Madras Native Infantry, 
under Captain Robson. The eighteen and 
twelve-pounders, in batteries (f) and (2) were 
fired but seldom, on account of a scarcity of 
shot. The approaches were completed to the 
proper width, and 2 spc-ppunders were placed 
in the battery, at (F), 46 acour the river and de- 
stroy the defences of the lower work. During 
the night the parallel was extended, without 
loss, about 140 yards to the right, along the 
bank of the river, and at the distance of 150 
yards from the exterior works of the Fort 

JMay 2l8t. 

The right of the parallel was extended 150 
yards,' along the bank of the river ; and the 
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breaebiikg battel")^ (3), of four j^nl^, was edn'-^ OHAP; 
structed at the diBtance of about 150 yat^s x^^^ 
from thie- btieiny*i^ eiieridr litie ofwoi'kft, oh the jgi^. 
Soath side of the Fort. On the right of this 
bbtfery, oiie mdltMwa^ placed, 'and at theism- 
tretde' right a retHm wad' formed,* mt the piroteiir- 
iiori ^^ftbiB-datik^ ftie t!renchM; 

Tfab guns wetebrdttght apiiNHkith4t>atteries 
(I) and (2); and were placed ih^ the bt^ching 
battery after day-l%ht, the eneaiy's fii*e being 
kept nildM by ft continued ftire^of tnnsketr^froktir 
the trenches, and by the six-ponnders placed 
at (F) on the left of the parallel, which enfiladed 
the South fkce 6f'theexteribr lihe^bf Woi'ks/ In 
prosecution of the proposed p^n of attku^k, thci 
battering ^nns' opeAM^imtnMNitely ftfterwahli^, 
for the pUttNMe of deiitMying' ihle defences of 
thiB ldwer%6fi^k, bndlbl^tiiing'hol^ in tfad towers 
(f^nA^si)i fbrthe Mifi^ to lodge theniseltes. 
These ttf wers, howeter; proved id be of sdlid 
st^Me attd cburiam, sd'thttt it appleared impossi- 
ble to effect this object. Hencie a trhange in thi^ 
pliBtn of 'attack b^eariie necessary, and it tva^ 
therefore resolved to breach the lower Vail, 
and form a lodgment on its ratnpart. 

From the arrival of a smaill feinforcekieht, 
we were enabled, during the night, to take pos- 
session of the village of Siimnaree, and the ad- 
joining gardens, and to occupy a strong pdsi- 



OUJiP* tjfi»,(li)r!m tlifiA>ank,af rtbeTiyor, opposiA^ tQ.thi 



aTW»8,ianflia j^alit«-y,(4) fpf ,JSpiiifp0un4«ifs»; mew 
C9Rs(nv<tte<, liiitp ,Witaif b. tbe, gmog :fr<w tb€> JtolH 

this position, we^f) bri¥)giM ip|>,^n<l':ttMl|:tbattery 
\ira8 dismantled, ^his ^^^ post, besides dis- 

t^9,qtifig ,tbft ,e|j^MW;'« aili^»*tiW» *»* » flt04> t(i> «he 
fire^ jiogn^s, fvn^f |egr«f^(»< |>y v^P gatpwiy, ! wbioh 

„lTjjqjN:^a^bwa «V?*fj^(B?fiJ«il *.gPQ*iUwafib 

iflifh§ qi»r!taw .p!5,/t^^ Jq^wF} iv*llj.> w»afl tp 4»e-r 
cftYf^,?i,PJW;t flf,fJ^|(^Wfle^y,,,Xb« rainpmt at 
tbeUr^c^!»pr9!iied^)fl,i?ftfjpi^ito.iMJlipit(pt|9rw^ 

for9|9l,jfl»),ffd,j|ii^,itft, b^^^ tbftt^bere >T§fl;i|o 
?.9iYerMjf{e^iijit,WfJitbp.di^9b,i .Jf,W»» tb^§- 

WBK. rJ?,V»"PS,tbiB. <%,,ft„fi»v.»apdrft'b^lf-incb 

threw soinpj^^l^^^ .bft,>vjef^.^etjKpifk^, whiqb 
^P.?.y?^ . M^? . pnWJf. njtu^b,; ,a^4 ,pn^rely kept 

<'9^"Jl?pir fir^:ft9fl>iitb^:Ptt^r wall, 

Tbe. br^acbifi|^ guni^ JbfQi:|ght dpwn tbe top 



of tiie foasaebi^^ ftBid ^oinmeoced firing ^upbh 0BLAPi 
tbel bodji of the^place. asl lowf m (toMtbltk ^^^^J![^ 
About four p. M. a shell fro«i:b«llety >(n),hiew |g|g 
up aiam^ll iioiffJfT ipi«aw*»tfce^Fprtii/ 

:. Tba bm^ Jftitlk*e3ftteBded! to the. right and 
left* :r?Ii| the i%fteffdoott^ tbe -parapet jhiAcipp^r 
pArfcfOf the reiieliMqt JfelLdfKwii, in tconaequionoe 
of tWlc^eri part Magi ruitiedlt » • ' . :! • f i 

);<Atfoi#rp»M. •the tbreachiiig guns ^actdceeded 
IB fliak;iiig»«tf holeitbrongh jtbeeeiilep4>f the euit 
tainii f The- 1 braacfaiag > batteryt was enlaviged 
dueili^ltlHB' nighty toreoeur^abawitzev*.! f£bi^ 
d^f ^the i 1 Ttb d^foaoole Light > iqfanti^ • jointed 
tUe Detedbawitti't: 'M^:''> L-<:<i •'! ^i -. '^i.-i.-r/ 

;}iiiMv, . " yil!>-iiiliry»ft7iA.-it' ^^ : ^. ■•■:.--'-| 

• The«batt«ring oolbtniisied jvith • Aie *ei^teeiir 

pooadeifer^iy^ a» the twielve pound shot weM 

expehdedJ AiitheigmMrifBn'atithe veiit, tin 

oenseqnenoe <if ithd cohtimi^d*ttriifg,' afad* bad 

become almost unacrviceat)le; ' Ati ifowt - 1^^ Mi 

more of tfaekipfkr tpaiitof (thei*tiinikaitnftill doWn, 

fprpjipg t^ ;^U ^^pppawpfie ^^A j?xc^U^qt^lu*flach. 

Q^u» iiv)eir^.-fii^d'^interv^a4unng4i^ night to 
keepffae'bpeftch^ckear^ - a- '«•.;<.-: .;:<{•,:,{.*.. 

* Thfe battiering giriS were enj^loyed ih euttitfg 
away the i^ides of the tireach, so as t6 form aiij 
ascent on eaf^li sif^.. fo|; poLO^ntJing the rampart 
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caA!P. Thp'hreach was then reported praicticable; And 
yj!^^ it i^as deteriiiined-to aesaiqlttbe Fort nt' day* 
IBM. %H nte^t.«iowii0g^^«'.- •! 'ii' ■ '-'i ';'--^/ 

ARRAN0£MBNT»<F01t THE' ASSAULT. :• 
Three simultaneMw atlaclks were ordered to 
be m^e, on different sides* of the place; otli^ on 
th^ Peitafa, the second on the Exterior line^of 
worksy and the third and prineipal one^oa'tbte 
breaches. The first had Joirlts mn^ in : objIeeC the 
occupation of the PetGah^ tU prevent the escape 
of the Gwrison. into it, oh tbeasfault of the 
Foirt. : ;The second party were to^ take posses- 
fiionoftheonterwalls by escalade;^ betweeii the 
great gate and the ditch, and ta establish them^ 
sdves there, aadaaJt wks^snppesed that tbey 
would be able to find cover and i coobinand the 
passage of the ditch, ttodMBculty was contem- 
plated ;in •effecting - their lodgment. ■-■ Both of 
these attacks :it < |wari iioped) would . distract th^ 
attenticm of tbB.GarrisoB^taod wbuld enable iis^ 
if repulsed atith^breachf toihsiine recourse to 
exteDsive*miliing,dpemfioii«U' ' r 

; The ^partjn : fpa ihe ottaot qf the Pettah con^ 

"* Befbr^'tK^'as^uk ^ iikltiry d^de^ upon; tbe expe- 
d^A^ ht fbMiiig'a1<V«ftAlei(i^6hflieoiit^ hr^Ldi, and bf 
establitfhiDg; a battery there agaiosl the inDer works, had 
been discussed ; but thif . measjuro wss over-ruled in conse- 
que^q^.of ^e opinion of Liejute|lant.^atte^» who represented 
that these operations would probably be attended with as 
heavy a loss, as was likely to result from the immediate 
assault 6t the whole dfOik worMs'on diat side. ' 



mt»d,, of- ,W0:: Sep«9rfi^ , ; Aocjoqi|fftiie4 i . bys . fiQ gbAP* 

Ofii<MMr»:i! Mil r .;'(:! j't'l 'v'.-'hi •■»•;•>.'. ••!•!>.■• i:-' . 

consbtodi lof (60 •fiiiropoHM^ ^S)^.8«|>«ijrfk amd (Sp 
Pioneers, widi 5 actim^ ladders ; and wak also 

lcdib|)r<ttO-fiigiMwk'«Qffi<»r4-)-:i!i r-.u; °ji ,; 7 

bneacb wa«ledli]isi«k)}|tenaqtiNiatiWi^ih(e iCqtpn 
nwiidiligt JStigiAeerr-.MM^ •ifi«9i«<»np0se4:q£ thfi 
£iniyofi«fi» S«ppem iMHlMiineifbi m4 j»Sti9rjeaat'f ; 

4nmi^ 4ilMHMli«nol(i:rM» for «ftlUfig>|ipi^l« i^itplur 
TlM»y:w«>r«fi>)l9fni^;4i^ tk0>N»tivt)I^P|Mefs,wt(l^ 
MJMn^Piritili f :Malki0 > )ladd««% ! r7(|i > rBMll(l|l0»ON , 

Sflpo3r0>wttte!<}rdat9d «Q^l9it«iAlMif»|^| a»4Aeftt 
om^^Mwuig-^^: oiiteit«.l»r«Mb«iaQdttqr<#ciHir,Aii» 
duter.«Mii|Htrte>;ialiiii|p/porise6M<tar of.th^i bntei 
between the walls. A reserve of 50 Euro{>eans 
iod ^ Se|M>^iNrelrb tO'fdilftHr^s 'tMrtjr; and 
liad ^mers ulsb ib '^k W 'iiiM H^bt kbd 1^ 
if it. sQould aopf^r necessary: otherwise they 
Hpjre ,tj9 )remia|)^,Meri wyejr, vwititl0^t. tlje ex;te: 

riOr«WftUSb-. ,<*iti-U' ,<o;U ;;.-.•; .jJ.r;.*-; . .jf.:;i.. : 

-'^At seVeti e'clMk 'F;tM; the severblpartiesfor 
th^ i£8^telt'6'(;6d)^i^ the j>dsi^^^^ t^intM oirt 
to. th^m, , m the vicimty qf th^ir respective 
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CUAPi dbriiljg! tl]ie«tf{tt(<'m'ther%|«4clfin^«l!>atter]^'»to^ 

,^^ adjoiiflitt^ «piiftilleh> •Db»«'ifot''itli«<>P«iittth'tbii 

800 yards North of the Pettah. The party iftA^ 
#«'6at^l' tir«# ^rcl'«Aii^mi«4idiitlDig^ti|e-df|;fat 

At half-past three w;>ill) IfiNwlBiik (front tiici 
bi^4ilfu(hiil^'l^eAleryi(3X' toi^fMpnDifonRMar liat- 
Ufy'(^ >,' > WittJ Wlf^tecH4g>idbti:IUB'jf>fafercki,:> ttml! 

r«k^i^ith(i4siMlittlti«ar tb«n|>i)«B(«tt>iMldtlie<fllfisf: 

a#i#h)<Hl(itii8 4&p«Mitft«tto^g^iK(Haii^i «8iitaiii^ 
dtet^ «i)|eii«Wiii^^ute ««M^di* Mibraiii stMnr 
fihtd^mi i ^ tm ttUkM tdiXa^ f>tlnt»-4iad beeuc^o^ 
8ti^li<»Mi:>l)y>ub0'«iciffififtfi^>the <k(fetKM»!«f>|tlf6 
Mcfibbi!lby> irikk^>)ie<ffaiwiiloi'taUyRi|imnidedjfv 




of private life, together with those viitues, vU^vre'lUia 
fi|n>4>fi«im^^4t«9tiapt»iiKoAinj|C9MlHilP9i«4i{l|r9^n 

mild and unassumiBK merits were becomins eenerally known. 
Only a fcnr hours before h« dieq, he committed his thoughts 

tk^f(^.*VitVAUi{^'e<xpi^Js^;'th^tU6'^^f| Uich'Ki uij^ 



«itei%tird»iiioii4UM>)fbtf<()i«a(>b?'btftioA>'ietUtfg ^^^ 
ckmiM>bwecttidgtlMhl«i«r'^'tliJl6'«»(i^r'tfae'if .^^ 

Inwegi veto' for l(be)vfaoii9 pfa«t^oy0tftot>fdi(li4 

trenches,. «i»Wdp>>w^ltfett»ted li« M«kdfltMMi- 

ner. Immediattiy tflafi to »iWBs the Garrison 

bmdi odt ai«(l^>4rodiA ttlistri>#0:ii0i4ht>dl(rry 
attttyiouM'dhMil sfM tMllDA«di<'»'t><i(>'>'>-f ''•■■'' i*. 

wMWiHrikiiiH tho'lMtrtf •ifo»*ltbl»'ttlJlnu*k'>t>Pt)f4 
FMtabadiiMioed«<a)qtiflrteviMJI%-ef(M»>«'elb<tifi 

p««feUioiv«fttiiiwillMfet'l»iflt|^loiM[l^ Xl^<Mh^ 
paityindidfinM )maiAadmkheviMrmit\^- d^'itt^ 
fiorttrtamintcMlciA. ./ffbuiel waiCVtMitotdlffi^ttUy 
atfiratj iHi«djintiiVr4heikiiftbt<rfv.tj)«illiilll^> 
a^iiAfer.Cbis .wMenoti&ad, )ft >A«ltt3i'<<ied(M«dl 
whttBtthfeOftBrtnitMCiiiandiBisithe' pi^ejr'Wttti 
employed in po8tiii(^)sbsr^8lio<i«ettf):ti(yi<kifc^t) 
dOMo* idwi enem^t'sl&Si* |BB|6re*flw8 »Ui«i»eflbiied 



Poet, expres^incr. a. decided preference, to the death of the 
wamor in battle^ as contrasted ' with the hn^nng iliQess of, a 
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^^^ part|r/iajt4he brfti^cb.»b««*ii»«iJ^ the 

DuriDg the nigl^.t^ii^ry b«r;pjicmli^^ 
((^^iicted ,a€FaRMl^<t>iviGipalt titraets liiC iCbe 
|?|E^ti^^ npon^.p/rliichi tike;tBQeiiiy ;made/ iieT;eral 
a^tfiqkii^ bttt wm bomttatljr jre|MlMd..- tu-y.i * i; 

ji^fierifJatfitM\i¥^T^i^A(tit^^ the F^ti 
it was recomm^dedfitiMit !the ittltdckjoiv the 

« 

^^ jBii^QifAiOald »be( Abavdoiiad j fob the iolte w- 
iqg,lteMQWi;r ;^r#i th^it^tal/fifaiitiefi^aiisiaafd 
awwanitjioB, Jiib:hilBiMifaiii9gte^ 
iH<«er>¥(c6ajhlie, And aU the shot bc&ag expie^d^i^ 
$§f|Oiid)}r, the leagthitf timer/ tttailt would t|i«eht 
l^\>}[f,e\9f§e tbefbi^fliiei^amml ef.aireioforce? 
9IWIIi(ftf;artiiiUer]^4;/^Thfrdiy» .tefaccDuutof the 
t^lf^f^iog^cftatdtfif'jthe^iareatberv and the eih 
P^pjtf^^approMh 0f etiieiitioiisoon, -^ which «%ht 
i!¥P^€^( th^ rii^er iyai!iii8unii0uiitabhi bbatakHbJto 
Qur oparatioiaobtbatiaide.i^^ M >>• .i^.n: > 
,. ,U^9a theiiefore >pnipoMd- 'to commence/ ab 
entirely, new attack on the .Mwt face of the 
f'9rt,,,a8 the,pf^i^s^04ipf the :Pettah aJfiardcKi 
Oiur tfoopsi ample; covert* and a<8afe approad^ 
on that side^ to the outer waH| the nature of 
#faich was Tidw for the first'time ai^Certained, as 
also a facifity of mining, to which the tiver on 
the West side was an insurmountable obstacle. 
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In order to confine the Garrison as mnch as CHAP, 
possible^ it was proposed to leave a battalion of '^' 
Sepoys on the West side of the river, which jgjg 
might take ap its quarters in the village (H), 
whence parties to be relieved occasionally 
might be sent to the post (I), and to a redout, 
which it was recommended to construct near 
the breaching battery. The streets of the Pettah, 
communicating with the Fort, to be barricaded, 
by which means an excellent parallel would be 
obtained, along the whole extent of that side of 
the Fort. It was then proposed to establish 
mines under the three towers (/, m, and n> of 
the outer wall, and for this purpose to sink 
shafts within the houses immediately opposite 
to them, and eventually to form lodgments on 
the breaches caused by these mines, in conse- 
quence of which it was expected, that the 
enemy would be driven from the outer wall. 

Having proceeded so far, it was not expected 
that much more could be done till the arrival 
of a reinforcehent of artillery. 

May ZUL 
Working parties were employed in preparing 
materials'. Battery (1) was dismantled, and 
during the night, permanent barricades (o, /?, 9, 
and r) were constructed across the principal 
streets of the Pettah. 

June Vst. 
^ l^he Detachmentencamped iaa new position 
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4)BU:r. to the NertlnEiMt of fefab Petfab^ al tiie distance 
,J ^ ' of about two milw frd» it, A tedoiit (L) for 

ins '^ ™^° ^^'^^ eommeMed at nigbt. Two h^ 
ttUonB of Native lafoiitfyi &0 Ewopeans, md 
the Sappers and MtnerS) temaiaed on tbe^^W 
gtoDDd, daring tbi coMrtractioti of this renloiiA. 

Jtmafid* 
Tb^aaiiie work ifas.cciitifmoddi»wgt^ 

"•/aneddl^-;. 
Tbts Aikf % ixqn fiigiiteeB-»poaiider8y firom tf«e 
HiHFofi: of Uakye Tunkye^ arrived i»camp : 
and the redoot was completed in the course of 
the nigbt. 

i^irne 4/A. 
Tbq patty on tbe West side of tbe river^ with 
tbo exceptioli of ilne> battalion lefk fer the do- 
fimce of tbe post (S), and of tbe redoait, joiaad 
Head Quairtersu Durifig tbe a)ght» aa approach 
to11lered€jttt»fir6mlbeparattel, w^conatrmeted. 

June Sth. 
All the SappMS and Miners^ uader an Bti- 
'gineer Officer, took ap their (foarters in the 
Pettah) and immediately commenced sinking 
abafibf, opposite toi due towers (A n^ and n) of the 
outer wnlL 

June 6tfA. 
The mines were continued this day and n^ih^ 
without intermission. 

June 7th. 
>Tbe twoimines^opposifee to tbe towers (m & n) 
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Were abandoned, on meeting with a sfrattitn of CHAP, 
hard rock, within 6 feet of the snrface. The ^^^ 
nine opposite to the right tot¥el' (/) proceeded ^g^^g 
slowly, the soil being rocky and hard. 

June 8t/i. 

The mine t^pposite to the right tower was 
eoiitimied, and abc^t SO feet of gallery cotti- 
frieted. Thid morning, a little before day-light, 
the mitte Ml in, in CMiseqnence of the little 
depth of soil abote^ dnd of a heap of stones 
wider wliich the gallery ran, which gave way, 
and buried the European Miner, who was fix'- 
ing the sheeting boards. Fortnnately, the 
gallery wm cohered oter, withomt being per- 
ceived by the enemy. . 

June 9th. 

Dflritig the night, battery (5) on the North 
filide of the Port, for all the mortars, and 2 guns 
expected from Seroor, was commenced abont 
400 ysirds from the outer walF. The distance 
of the shaft from the tower (/) tvas this night 
edfredtly ascertained by actual measurement, 
by carryii^ a liitie acrosf^. 

Jtme iOth. , 

Battery (5) was completed dtirittg the night. 

life Botebay detachment arrived, consisii6g of 

1 battalion of Native Infantry, and a detail of 

Artillery, with 4 eighteen pounders, 2 brass 

tH^tve^poifnders, 1 teti-ittch, 4 eight-inch, and 

f five-and-a-balf4nch iMtixit. The mine ptd- 

I 2 
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CHAP, ceeded very slowly, iu consequence of the rocky 
^* nature of the ground, and of the men not hav- 
1818 ^"S ^^^ sufBcientiy practised beforehand io 
the fixing of gallery frames. 

June 11 M. 
Battery (5) opened at daylight with 1 ten- 
inch, and 5 eight-inch mortars, and 2 five-aud- 
a-half-inch howitzers. At eleven a.m. two of 
the enemy's powder magazines blew up in quick 
succession, bringing down a large portion of one 
of the curtains of the body of the place from 
the very foundation, and exposing the whole 
interior of the Fort. In consequence of the 
extent and apparent practicability of the breach 
caused by the explosion, it was resolved that 
no time should be lost in taking advantage of it. 
Accordingly, during the night, the battery (6) 
for 2 eighteen-pounders, was constructed in a 
Mussulman's burying ground, 320 yards from 
the works, in order to destroy the defences of 
the inner wall. Another battery (7) for 4 
eighteen-pounders, was commenced on the bank 
of the river, opposite to, and 600 yards distant 
from the outer wall, which it was resolved to 
breach, in frontof the spot, where the explosions 
above-mentioned had laid open the interior Mae 
•of works. 

June l'2t/i. 
Negociations being entered into, we were 
enabled to proceed with battery {7), which was 
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oompleted in the coarse of the day. This night CHAP, 
the gallery reached the foundation of the tower *^' 

Jmne 13/A. 

The Garrison surrendered. A Jemidars 
party of Native Infantry was admitted into the 
Forty and the British Aag was hoisted upon one 
of the towers at noon. 

Jufie I5M. 

The Garrison marched out of the Fort at a 
quarter past nine a.m., and grounded their arms 
before our troops, who were drawn up to re- 
ceive them in front of the principal gateway. 
They were afterwards marched off to a part of 
the Pettah, allotted to them for quarters. 

The Garrison marched out only 350 men, for 
a party made their escape, when the Pettah was 
taken. They acknowledged to have lost 35 
killed and 6p Y/oxmAeA during the siege.* Our 
loss was much more severe, being 5 officers 
killed, 8 wounded, and 220 rank and file killed 
and wounded. These casualties were princi- 
pally occasioned by the skill of the Arabs, who 
are very expert marksmen, in the use of their 
matchlocks, with which they picked off those 
men, who exposed themselves in the trenches. 
They certainly made'a very gallant defence, and 
their consideration in allowing us to carry off 

* This is 8o unusual a proportion, that in all probability it 
must have been a misrepresentation. 
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O0AP* ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ wouoded, as well as their respect 
^^^ for flags of truce, HUd of negodatiQus entered 
1818 ^^^^' ^^ them no less credit.* 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 

" Natt?ai, T - - - SUiff- • - - - fkiOe^J. 

Ensi^ Purton^ /8ev§T^J;if VHmn4fi4J • 

** Underwood, (sUghtlytioo^nded). 

'' Lake. 

27 European 7« , m,. 

45 Native ]Sapp^ra4«wl Wi«W^ 

STORES, Ac. 
10,377 Sand Bags. 
500 Qablona. 
470 ¥!iM9cmea« : 
And sufficient intrf Aoblng; \wi^ iK^^ '^e w^ of the 
Sappers and Miners. 

O^t^DNANCE. 

At the commencement of the &ege. 

% Iron eighteen-pounders^ r^idered 

2 Iron twelve-pounders y uiiseirviceable. 
8 Brass six poundecs. • .^ 

I :Ciigbfr-i9qb B^ort^ 

I Five^and^i^-ibalf-ii^ch di^^. 

3 Eigbt-inch hQwi^ers. 

3 Five-and-a-half-incb ditto. 

Joined on the 3(i qf J'^.nfi. 

4 Iron eigfateen-pounders. 

* After they had Iftjd down tMr arms, in front of one 
troops, lieutenant-Colonel 'M'Dbwall showed a laudable 
regard ftnr good conduct in an enemy, by restoring their side ' 
arms, an.in<dulge|ice so ^tifyin^ to they: feelings, that loaay 
of theip act^nowledged it witn tears. 
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" J(H9!Bd4mihe9ih^JmiVk ■ CHAP. 

4 £i^ht-ifch ditto. 
' * ^ f^itre-and-isl-lialF-incb bowiizers. 

AMsrtWihrio'N BXPtlSbEi). 
fiighteM-j^bimd ^ot ....... iaSi 

Ditto grapd ...»*. * . . . . . 21 
: SixTtMMilid diot > « «. •:« /I V i /V50(X ' 
> -IKtto graQp^ ; « ^. . :> ■ 4 k « • ^ b • k - - ■ '^ 

. TiMT'incb sb^lls •* • « .98 , . 

. Eight-inqh ditto ..»•...,,. 1004 . 
five-and-^-half-inch ditto . . ., • . 283 
!teghj;-mcli carcass .'. . '• . .'.6 
iiimp6^itot, JBks. \ . * ^ . . '. . ^,Sbe 

If it w^ffe not 4br th^ Pfe^tiib, wbldi weay tiir 

the Bast front so ttiate^iiHyv Mflffligadin fniigbl 
be cotidi#^red a perfiset spec! ttt^s Of tb« dthMigesI 
ki^ of H^ive Forbid eK^ fItP ^ ttigaHs th^ 
siiDe and disfR)fifiti(»tt^of f be w«Mrk«^ ted^ko iti ft^ 
fereibce «<^ the roekineM of iflie bMI^ dti ^icb It 
ii»^pteced.> •»'"' 

I'be chief objeetiini to the orl^tful proj«bt«f 
attnek i8, thai enieti if it bftdbeeift pd{i6lbteitt>' 
didistrtfy the towerd (y and !?> by miiiitig, us pf o^ 
I»oMd> t)K^ intef^tHm of the river between 
tlma mid the trenches^ must btive )yiov^ ah 
intrnpif^hiit obstacle to thut (Speoie* of dttUitet^^ 
rtiptod aft4 compairatively secnre CMim«^ttieit^ 
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GHAP. tion, at all hours, which is desirable, if notindis- 
^J[y ^^ pensably necessary to a besieging arniy, in the 
jglg event of an obstinate and pi-otraeted resistance, 
in which every successive work is disputed inch 
by inch. Accordingly it has, been asserted, 
that the Fort was attackedl in its strongest side; 
but it must be remembered, in Jfi^tice to the ex- 
cellent Officer now no more, by whom the plan- 
was formed, that he had only a choice of diffi- 
culties. The side actually attacked, but for 
the obfiftacle that has been noticed, was fkt from 
being the strongest. On the contrary, if success 
' could have been anticipated on any side, from 
distant breaching batteries, without the neces- 
sity of progressive approach;^, the sideactually 
attacked, or the. West sides, which like it can 
oply; be approached, by crossing the riv^, n^ay 
undoubtedly be eonsid^^ed the [Qont favourable 
for su^lk. an operation ; for : on the two other 
sides of the Fortress, the^ Intricate works de- 
fenditig the giateways^ a}i4 one elxtra iuclosure, 
offer additional difficnlties to an assaults ^But 
the chief reason which induced Lieutenunt 
Davies to commence his operations from the 
opposite side of the river, was the reluctai^e 
which he felt to an attack on the Pettah, which 
otherwise must have h9^ni';f|tn indispensable 
preliminary. For in the event of a vigorous 
resistance, which there was every reason to an* 
ticipate, he thought that Lieutenant-Cololi^ 
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M^Dowairs original force would be so much CHAP, 
weakened, by the loss it must iiecessariiy sa»- .J ^j^ , 
tain in the capture of the Pettab, asto bdcome isig, 
entirely junequal ]to those ulterior operations, - 
without which thb foil of the Portress itsdf 
could iM>A.be expected. Under this impression, 
having decidf;d upon opening the trenches from 
tbe oji|)a$ite side of the river, I shall only 
remark^ that if he could have foreseen the.im-' 
possibility of destroying the towers (y and z) 
by minings as originally intended, he would, in 
all probability ha,ve breached any other part of 
the .South' side, or some part of the West side 
of the outer wall, in preference to the re-enter? 
ingangle.between these two to wers^ 

If,<on the contrary, we had arrived before 
Malligaum, in sufficient numbers to have re]>- 
dered a more vigbrous mode of proceeding 
advisable, the Pettah would have been imme- 
diately assaulted, after the capture of which, 
the towers (4 m and n) might have been destroy- ^ 
ed by mines, either by driving galleries under 
tbem. for that purpose, or by attaching the- 
Minevs to their scarp, for if the former method 
proved impracticable, on account of the rocki* 
ness of the soil, the latter might have been 
eiected without difficulty, a^ the towers were 
constructed of mud. After these were ruined: 
by^ mining, lodgements on the breaches might 
have driven the enemy from the outer line, and 
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CfiAt^/cd^tted iiitii to the bodjit^^ the Fk€e<iml 
^J|^[|^ fa»Me)lniy. Tke Switfa^^iide <ii tjie boter. litie 
^gr dim MUd^ into .Mt pteiiesikM^ might hm^ 
been Mtrrartedl into a €otivetti4»t paralMi' ex-* 
tebding from the Pettabtd tii9 U>wtf domrkMl 
(ar) in the plan, near t4 whieh a ibneMllittg bat- 
tery mifkt have betii CdnatniciSted to br^sh tbe 
ffont (a b)y cither in the spot ^kere the fareadb* 
waa actually efiected ia tkm ptesant iadtaiice; ^r 
io tha corlain, tt^r the to wer (b}. 

It mw befcm^metitiotiad, . that- Ljatitenaat 
Nattw, when ott tbeaammit af4he'brdaGli,:^aisi 
saeti-to wave his haAd^<|itid Chat when tH^atc^m^i 
in^fmrty iHlo followed hip^tnoiioted it, iaitad«-^ 
diately afterwards^ tbd ladders dropped ^otttof^ 
thehaDdsof the ineii, whijt<}t in the aotof lovribr- 
iBg theod) 16^ the porpoae '4lf deicending tb^ 
MraUtn rear of the breach. It has been confix 
dently asserted, that the mo^n badls by* Lient^ 
Niittes, was a signal for tbi ^tdntiing party to 
ratine^ in consequence <tf bis having discovered' 
from that eleiiated position, certain insuperable 
obi^ai^les, firevioasly/ unkqowd;!)^ and it* baa 
alsobeen^ of course impliefiy that 4he ladders 
weiY considerably shorter, than the height of 
the wall alluded to, aud ^onseqUeatly that they 
profr«d unserviceable, at (he very moment wheft 
required for use. Of Ibese assertionsf I comider 
the one more than donbtftiU the othar decid*" 

"^ See Lmt^^Coioiiel B(ai&€f'« M^ir. 
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ediy erroneous. For, on tbe most minute ex- CHAP, 
amipation of the workis, after the placp sufreii- ^^Xv. 
dered, the farnving Engineers found, diat tbe |^|^ 
only obstacle to the success of the assault, and 
Q^tatnly a very formidable one, was tbe fansse- 
bray« But Lieutenant Nattes fell on the breich^' 
from wbcinde he could not poraibly hsivm seen 
morethap.6 or d feet of the ditch of that work, 
the actual depth of which chn no where be am** 
certaioed without advancing to the very crest 
of its counterscarp. It is eyidait, therefore^ 
that nothing seen by him, on mounting the; 
breach, could givehim a more formidable nation 
of that .work, than he entertained before^ for» 
although, tie precise atrength of the fiuissebray 
wa^ not known, its depth was by no meant att 
unforeseen obstacle^ but one Gondid^ced^ and<' 
in a c^tain degnee pnn^vided for, in the^plan^of 
assault* In regard to the breacb itsielf, it is^true 

* Exifact of as official letter, written the dKy befottttfeie^ 
assiMilt, frool I^eutedaotNattQii toLieutrCotoad'li^DcmaiL; 

*' That a djtcb does^xist»' and tfiat behiiid it(;4Mi|e i%4> 
** loop-holed faussebrajs are facts. That these ajre obstacle ; 
** is equally true, but t do not consider them ii^uperable. 
'^ Simflar obstacles in Spain were overcome by the means 
•^ which' I propoee," &c. &c. 

Tb^ aboy9.quotBlionmifficietttly:pfOTesth&inoorteetne8s i»ff'> 
tbe assertippt that Li^nten^nt Nattes dis^overe^ certain hih : 
foreseen obstacles, on. mounting the breach of the outer wal),^ 
He hada however, in calculating the quantity of materials for 
filUng up the ditches, estimated its depth at 20 ^eet, wherein 
it was aftemtmrds found' to tie S5 feet. 



' i 
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CHAP, that the origioal wall in the reverse of it, remain- 
y^^^ ed nearly entire, but this was only 8 feet 
j^lg^ high, and the ladders carried to the spot were 
18 feet long ; and the enemy had made no at- 
tempt whaterer to scarp away the ground at 
the bottom of the wall alluded to. In fact> the 
only work, constructed by them behind the 
breach, was the retrenchment marked (or) in the 
plan, which scarcely deserves the name, for it 
consisted of a trench, not 2 feet in width and 
depth, and of a parapet equally insignificant. 
(Ste the Section through e f in Plate XV). 
•.\ As the wall before described in the reverse of 
the breach^ iras a little lower towards the left, 
than on the extreme right, where Lieiitenant 
Nattes himself had ascended, it is possible that 
the waving of ilia hand may have been intended 
to caution thei storming party to incline a little • 
to their left ; bat for my part, as he must have 
despised the paltry obstacles at and in the 
inunediate vicinity of the breach, I have not 
the smallest doubt but that the waving of his 
hand was a signal to the troops to advance 
without loss of time, in the hope of their being 
able to close with the Arabs in their retrench- 
ment, before the latter could effect their retreat 
into the fanssebray. That the storming party did 
not advance further, as they certainly might have 
done, is, however, no discredit to them, for be- 
sides (ho loss of the Engineer who led the as- 
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sauit, their own Commanding OflScer was badly CHAP, 
wounded, and the second in command killed J ^X^ 
on the breach,* where the head of the column ;|g]^g^ 
remained with great coolness, exposed to a.de* 
structiTe fire, until the; received directions to 
retire, which they did in gbod order. If these 
unfortunate casualties had not paralized the 
efibrts of the troops at the breach, which caused 
the escalade on the outer line on the other side 
of the Fort also to be relinquished, it is not 
altogether impossible, but that the three simul* 
taneous attacks, vigorously conducted, might 
have produced such an effect upon the enemy, 
as to lead to the immediate surrender of the 
place. 

After the capture of M alligaum, as the rains |^^ 
had already commenced, Lieutenant-Colonel M'Dowaii 
M^ Do wall's detachment took up their quarters hbqiiar. 
for the monsoon. In the mean time, the force mouoon. 
under Lieut-Colonel Adams had been em* 
ployed in the si^e of Chanda, which we shall 
now proceed to relate, after briefly ndUcing 
the previous operations. 

Subsequently to the defeats sustained by the Move- 

moots Oi 

Feishwah in November 1817, in the neiffhbouiH the 
hood of Poonah, he no where attempted to after hb 
make head against our troops in force, but Poonah in 
wandered about as a fugitive, always accom- 

* lieutenant Kennedy of the 17th Native Infantry, an 
Officer of great merit. 
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OHAP. piaoned, ho^wef^t^ by a considerable nvmber of 
^I^ teiiled followers. In the month of March 1B18, 
Igjg he was indncied to move towards Nagpoor, by 
iavitation of the Rajah^ but being closely pnr- 
saed and nearly oi^ertaken by Brigadier-General 
DoTeton, on marching to the Northward to 
a^oid that G^ieral, he waa interoepled by 
Lieutenant-Colonel AdauH^ who witb hw divi- 
sion had for some time oecspied a position at 
Hinghiaghau^) Soatbof Nagpoor. By maki^ 
Hit teoopt a fbvced marefc from that phMse on the night of 
penedby tha t6tb of April, IiieQteQant->Co)onel Adatns 
Adams, ftll in wfib tile Pdshwah's treiops next morntng; 
^hes near the vitki^eof Sennee^ and instantly attacked 
^KoL. them. Those who attempted to resist ^ete 
ittmediately rooted, and the whole dispensed in 
- P^^^ confusion^ After this affair, Colonel 
Adams, returned to Hinghinghaut, where he 
remained nntil he was joined by the Husdmga- 
bad battering train, and the Madras Artillery 
Under Major Gordbam. On the 5tb of May be 
marehed towards Chanda, the only place of 
importance in the Southern part of the Nagpoor 
cOniitry, and encamped before it on the 9lh, 
about three miles to the North- West of the 
•' • • \ city. ■ 

The forcd oif Lieut-Cblonet Adams's Divi- 
sion was as follows : 

; BBHGAL TUOOPSk 

2 Brigades of Native Horse Artillery. 
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Tiie m mo. 

L Squadron of the 8th ditto. 
1 Company of Foot Artillery. ****• 

The I^t Battalion of the 19fh Regt. of N. Infantry. 
The ist Battalion of fhJB liSd ditto. 
4 Gonrpil^ii <if the OrMadier Flank Battalion. 
, ; 5t Con^aiilM of Hie JAfgbIt liiAaitry ditto. 
} CoMpinv of Piooeam; 

.-• ' r - ... . HAMtAA TMOOPtL - 

Halloa I>!QGy of :|EttrQ|^eiaii Hopm ArtfUeqr. 

1 Comjpauy of Eoxojpeaii Foot Artil^vjr. 

The 1st Battalipu of the Irt Rogt of N. lolaptcy. 

the 1st Batt^ion of the llijh ditto. 

4 Companies of the Flank Battalion. 

1 Cbmpany of Pioneers. 

liaiW BefimnedHoi^i^ of Hi^ Highness the Nizam's^ 

The oity of Chatidit iis niHiiated tm a phatifi; at DescHp- 
tka distance iti A infles ftooi tbef conffueace of c£^a^ 
the Wurda and Paingtttigft Rit^rs. On the East 
side are two cotosiderable scrbnrbs, the Lai atard 
Begum Feltahs, the former of w&fch is very 
lai^, and extendi upward ef ft tnilb tor the 
East Part of tke North nid^ ib covered by a 
large Tank, which siipp)iel9 abundance of water 
*at bU seasons. Two Nullabs, dry in the 'hot 
seasoiif worn ^Xfoi^ the Eiast aiMl W^est sides^ afid 
jdn opposite to Ch^ S^ith; A thick jnngle 
ejgtends akna^ tiie North and East sides, th 
some plaecis wMimi half a mi^, and three qnaf- 
tetsr o£ ft nife of the waMs^ close to which there 
are also gardens ^m these two sidles. On the 



M 
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CHAP, other sides the ground is open (Siee Plate XVII). 

^^* The inclosure of the place consists of a ram- 

1818 P^^ ^^^™ 8 to 12 feet high, and from 12 to 16 

. * feet thick, surmounted by a loop-holed parapet, 

fortifica- 8 feet high and 4 feet thick, and flanked at mo- 
derate but irregular distances by round towers. 
The whole is constructed of excellent masonry, 
of a species of sand stone with chunam, in a 
high state of repair, and complete every where, 
excepting that part of the wall, which bounds 
the Southern side of the Tank, which has no 
parapet. The Bala Killa, or Citadel, is situated 
about the middle of the East side, 170 yards 
from the rampart. The height of its wall is 45 
feet, aad though apparently of a more ancient 
construction tiian that of the city, it was still in 
a good state of repair. An incomplete outer 
rampart of masonry surrounded this work. 
There are, but few substantial houses within 
the walls of the city, the Palace being the only 
stone building of any importance. 

ATTACK OF OHANDA. 

MaylOth.. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Adams personally recon- 
noitred the North and East sides, protected by 
a considerable detachment of Cavalry and In- 
fantry, which the distance, from camp, and the 
strength of the Garrison (reported to be 3000 
men), rendered necessary. The Pioneers were 
employed in preparing materials. 
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May 1»A. CHAP, 

The reconnoissance was completed on the ,J^V^, 
West and South sides, and it was determined jgjg, 
that the attack should be made on the South- 
Bast angle, this point being preferred, on ac- 
count of the cover afforded by the Pettah tope;* 
to the advanced detachments, and by a ravine 
offering a good approach to within half musket 
shot of the angle. Daring this day's recon- 
noissance, the enemy were driven from a small 
hill (a) t)n which they were constructing a re- 
dout The Pioneers, and a working party of 
100 Dooly-bearers, were employed as on the 
preceding day. 

M$y 12/A. 
The Pioneers and working party of DodJy- 
bearers were still employed as before. 

Man '3^^* 

The troops moved their camp to a new posi- 
tion, at the distance of 2 miles to the Southward 
of the city. 

The hill from which the enemy was driven 
on the 1 1th, and to which they had not return- 
ed, was occupied ; and the Bengal Native Horse 
Artillery, and a troop of Cavalry, took posses- 
sion of the fi^um Pettah. 

•The company of Madras Pioneers, and 100 
Dooly bearers, were sent out at twelve o'clock, 
to collect and prepare materials. At eight p.m. 

* A groYe. 
K 
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CSIAP. the company of Beb^iil Pioneers, and a work- 

J^^ . i*g party of 100 Sepoys, couHnenrced a nuttken 

g^g battery for 9 gnus, and a position fe)r 1 howit:Mr, 

Ad the hill (a) about 850 yards from the Soiidi- 

East angles to silence some large guns ott die 

South face, which obstratted our conMn«nica- 

tioQS with the advanced detadMsedt. The 

Madras Pioneers, and a fresh working patty, 

reliefed them at three o'clock in tbe momiiig, 

. iHit the «oil proving excessively reeky, the 

work was not finished at daybreak, aftid was 

aceordiogly masked^ 

During the day the Bengal Pioneers, and 
100 Dooly-bearers, collected materials. The 
MadiPas Pioneers finished the battery at night. 

May l6tA. 

The battery opened at daybreak, and had the 
desired efiect. 

The Bengal Pioneers, tad 100 Dody. bearers, 
prepared and collected materials. 

March 1 6th. 

The whole of the Pioneers, and the same 
number ef Dooly bearers^ employed as yester- 
day. 

M4ty 17 th. 

The Pieneeri^, and 130 Dooly ^beareris col- 
lecting materials, filling sandbags, &a The 
Pioneers ceased work at twelve t) clock. A 
sufficient quantity of materials having now been 
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prepared, the following batteries were com- CHAP, 
menced at eight p. m. by the two companies of . ^' 
Pioneers, mid a working party of SOO Sepoys; jj^g 

First, A bttttery (b) of 6 embrasures, at the 
distance of about 400 yards, for 4 twelve-pound- 
ers, to fire on the defences to the right of the 
South-East angle, the point selected for the 
bwach. 

' Secondly, A sunken battery (c), at the same 
dtstance, for 8 six-pounders, to enfilade those 
defences: and 

Thirdly, A battery (d), at the distance of 030 
yards betwe^i the above, for two howitzers. 

The working parties were discovered, and 
the enemy opened a fire, which, however^ did 
not obstruct the progress of the work. 

May ISlA. 

The batteries opeqed at daybreak. The light 
twelve-pounders proving insufficient to ruin 
the parapet, '2 of the eighteen-pounders were 
brought into the battery, and the whole played 
with good effect. A trench of communication 
was to have been opened from the Pettah to 
the enfilading battery ; but it was now consi- 
dered unnecessary, as the fire of the enemy, 
bothfi^m guns and matchlocks, was completely 
k«pt under ; the gate by which they might have 
rallied, nearest to the battery, was ascertained to 
be blocked up; and the party of infantry for its 
protection, found good cover behind the bank of 

K 2 
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CHAP, the Nullah, A workbg party of 130 Dooly- 
^^' bearers filled sand bags during theday. At eight 
1818 ^*^* ^^^ Bengal Pioneers, and a party of 1 00 Se- 
poys, commenced the breaching battery (e) for 3 
eighteen-pounders, at the distance of about 200 
yards. The Madras Pioneers, and 100 fresb 
Sepoys, relieved them at midnight, and the 
fiengal Pioneers returned to work at threie 
o'clock in the morning. The enemy set fire to 
some huts, in consequence of which they dis- 
covered the working party on its approach* and 
kept up a fire of guns and matchlocks during the 
night, but without being able to retard the work. 

May I9t/i. 
The breaching battery opened at seyen a. m. 
The working party of Sepoys had been with- 
drawn at daybreak, but the two companies of 
Pioneers continued working till ten a. m,, com- 
pleting a communication with the ravine, and 
enlarging the shoulder of the battery for a 
twelve-pounder, to play on the defences flank- 
ing the South-East angle. At four p. m . a good 
and practicable breach of 100 feet was effected, 
but owing to the distance the troops had to 
march from camp, the assault was delayed. 

The 6 howitzers were brought down at dusk, 
to the flank of the breaching battery, and a con- 
tinued fire of round shot, grape, and shells, 
was kept up during the night, on the breach 
and adjacent works. 
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May 20M. CHAP. 

The Cavalry and refortned Horse having >^J3^ 
be^n distributed around the place to intercept ]^|^^ 
fugitives, the storming party, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, debouched 
from the Begum Pettah at half-past five a. m. It 
consisted of two columns, the right composed 
of Bengal troops, the left of Madras troops, and 
was supported by a reserve, consisting of a 
squadron of dismounted Cavalry, 2 light guns, 
and the Bengal Light Infantry Battalion. The 
breach was speedily crowned by both colupins 
at once, when they diverged to the right and 
left, and at seven a. m. all r^istance ceased. A 
small party of the Garrison had shut themselves 
up in the Bala Killa, but surrendered without 
resistance, ^he enemy had endeavoured to 
raise a platform during the night, to fire over 
the breach, but our batteries had prevented 

them from completing it. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
Lieut. Ajdderson, Commanding. 
„ Crawford, Bengal Artillery, Acting Engineer. 

ORDNANCE. 

3 Eighteen-pounder iron guns. 
' 4 Twelve-pounders, brass. 

4 Six-ponnders. 

6 Five-and-a-half-inch howitzers. 
The defence of the Garrison during the siege 
was spirited, but did little injury to the assail- 
ants, from the bad management of their ord- 
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dUAP. nance. The small guns were mounted on the 
^; towef s, and those of larger calibre were placed 
1818 ^ platformd, for barbet firing, erected behind 
the rampart. 

Chtfnda caH hardly be considered as a phMce 
at strengthy the great extent of it alone render- 
ing it indefensible, unless garrisoned by an army. 
Without a ditch or ati outwork, protected o^Iy 
by a single rampart, in no place higher than 20 
feet, and surrounded on all sides by Pett^hs, 
and broken ground, to within a few yards of its 
walls ; no European Garrison would think of 
standing a siege in it against battering gtins, 
and it affords a striking proof of the incon- 
sistency of the Native character, that while they 
constantly, during the war, surrendered im- 
pregnable Fortresses without a blow, they 
should have thought not only of defending this 
walled town, but of standing the assault, after 
a practicable breach was made. 

In the attack of a place, which was almost 
equally vulnerable on every side, there was of 
course little scope for the display of profes- 
sional skill, yet it may be remarked, that the 
advantage taken of the ground by the Engineer, 
who contrived to bring the troops up to within 
half musket shot of the walls, without trenches, 
was highly to his credit. The position selected 
for the breaching battery is also deserving of 
praise ; and the advantage of establishing it at as 



sliart^ divtaocfi as pqssihl^ was pfov«4 by ih^ QBAV. 
circwiQ9tMCQ pf the raiQtpwt, which ww a y^3f vJ3^ 
good ou^ hfmg hreacAed in mm hours *ftw j^j^. 
the iqp^niflg of this lottery, aUhough the firipg 
was «oa^Dtly iuterruptad by the heating of 
th0 ipetal» The duty ip the treqches was mi- 
usually severe, in con/^equence of the heat of 
the weather, and amongst the victims of it was 
Msuor Gorebam* a very distinguisbed officer of 
the Madras Artillery. 



OHAPTEB V. 



TIfE SIEGES OP ASSEEROHUR, NOWA, AND 

COPAIiDROOO. 



XHJS Sieges, whicb form the fsfubject of tbe 
present Chapter, were undertaken after the 

termination of tbe War, and two of tbem, Nowa, 
and CopM Droog, were altogether unconnected 
witb it. The Fortress of Asseergbur had em- 
gaged our attention at different periods, but the 
attack pf it bad been postponed, in the fir^t 
instance, in consaq^ence of tbe hostilities com- 
menced by tbe Nagpoor Rajah, and afterwards, 
perhaps, from a consideration of the inadequacy 
of our means to reduce it. The Killedar Jes- 
wuntSlQW Lar, wasa warm supporterof thePin- 
darry f^ystem, and evea after his master $i<^diah 
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CHAP, had sigkied thie Tl-eaty of the fith of November, 

^\^ he showed a determinatioo to sapport it; by 

dfferjug the protection of his FortreM to the 

Pdshwah, when that Prince, after a parsait 

by Brigadier-General Doveton, wliich for 

rapidity and distance is, perhaps, unexampled 

in India, fled there in June 1818. 

BajeeRow Fortunately Bajee Row accepted the terms 

to Sir John Offered him by Sir John Malcolm,* and with 

his Arabs, who had adhered to him to the last, 

surrendered to that Genera). Jeswunt Row 

The hos- Lar had therefore no other opportunity of show- 

dnct of* ing his devotion to the Mabratta cause, than by 

itowi^, admitting the Peishwah's family and treasure 

dar of At- into his Fort, while the negociations were pend- 

seerg or. j^^^ ^^^ j^^ firing ou our troops, when, on one 

occasion, they came within reach of his guns. 

Circumstances did not allow us, to resent this 
insult at the time,t and thi^ following year, be- 

* Oo the receipt of Biy ee Row's overture, that General bad 
proceeded by forced marches with his Division to Asseer- 
gbur, having left parties to block up the fords of the Ner- 
buddah, in the event of the Peishwah trying to get to the 
Northward. 

t It must be confessed that if Bajee Row had refused the 
terras which were offered to him, we should have been criti- 
cally situated, and the War might have been greatly pro- 
tracted' It would have been impossible to besiege the 
Fortress at that time, for in neither of the Divisions was there 
a gun larger than a s4x-pounder (Brigadier-General Doveton'a 
small batteringtrain having been rendered unserviceaUe before 
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ibre our prep^urations for the purpose were com- CHAP, 
pleted, the Lar was again enabled to display s^J^^ 
his hostility to the English, and to mark his de- ^19^ 
termination to uphold any power that promised 
opposition to them, by oflfering and affording 
protection to Appa Saib, their only remaining 
enemy; who,, since his escape from captivity, 
had been collecting adherents in the Mahadeo 
hills, and had fled froni them to Asseerghur, 
just as Lieutenant-Colonel Adams's prepara- 
tions to attack him were nearly completed. 
In this attempt, some of his followers were Preiwm^ 

tioos f(Mr 

killed and taken, and Appa Saib himself the siege 
narrowly escaped being intercepted, by a de- gh«r. 
tachment from Brigadier-General Doveton's 
Division, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pollock, which was stationed for the purpose, 
on the roads North of the Fortress. As soon as 
he had reached Asseerghur^ Brigadier-General 
Doveton's Division encamped a few miles to 

Malligaum, which at this time still held out), and the raws 
were just then commenciog. The combined Divisions were 
not then sufficientlj strong to Uockade the place effectually, 
so as to prevent the escape* of the Peishwah, and they must 
have remained for six months, before they could have com- 
menced active operations, shut up between the rivers Ner- 
buddah and Taptee^ in a country entirely destitute of supplies, 
and at that season , one of the most unhealthy in India. It has 
since been ascertained beyond a doubt, that Sihdiah had 
determined, In the event of Bajee Row taking refuge in his 
Fort, to take up arms once more in his support. 
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CHAV^ the Southward of i%, . io the oei^hboyrhood of 
^y* Boorhanpoor; while Brigadier-General Sir 
19Uk ^^^^ Malcolm, who waa the bearer of an order 
firom Sindiah, for the Lar to proceed toGwalior, 
took up his ground to the North. As the KJUe- 
dar refused compliance with his master's requi- 
sition, under the most frivolous pretexts, pre- 
parations were made for the si^e, and they 
were greater, as r^arded the number of mon 
and ordnance, than had been assembled before 
during the campaign. 

The following is a statement of the ^ force 
before the si^e : 

BRIGADIER^m^ESAL BOVETON'S DIVISION. 

Bmgal Troops. 
6th Regiment of Light Cavalry. 
1st Battalion 15th Regiment of Native Infantry. 
Ited Battalion 15th Regiment ditto. 

300 Pioneers. 

Madras Troops* 

1 Troop of Emopean Horse Artillery. 
2nd Regiment of Native Cavalry. 
7th Regiment ditto: 
His Majesty's Royal Scots. 

„ 30th Regiment (one wing). 

„ G7th Regiment. 

Madras European Regiment 
1st Battalion 7th Regiment of Native Infantry. 
1st Battalion 12th Wallajahabad Light Infantry. 
2d Battalion 17th Chicacole Light Infantry, 
2d Battalion 13tb Regiment of Native Infantry., 
2d Battalion 14tb Regiment ditto, 
A Detachment of Pioneers. 
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL SIR JOHN MALCOLM'S mVISIOVT^CHAP. 

Madras Troops* 

Half a Troop of EuFopean Horse Artillery. 

Camel Howitzer Battery. **'^** 

3d Regiment of Native Cavalry. 

2d Battalion 6th Begiment of Native Infantry. 

1st Battalion 14th Regiment ditto. 

A Detachment of Roneers. 

Bombay Troops, 

1st Battalion Grenadier Regt. of Native Infantry. 
1st Battalion 8th Regiment ditto. 
A Detachment of Pioneers. 

This respectable force was afterwards in- 
creased by a part of the Saughur Division, under 
the command of Brigadier-Greneral WatsoQ, 
consisting of some Bengal Miners, two Batta- 
lions of Bengal Native Infantry, the 2nd 
Battalion of the 1st Regiment, and the 2d 
Battalion of the 13th Regiment, of Native In- 
fantry, and some Artillery and heavy guns. 

The Fortress of Asseerghur is situated about ^^^o'f'^s- 
two miles from the end of one of the great ^rghnr. 
Western ranges of the Sautpoorah hills, add Plates 

XVIII 

sixteen ikiiles North of the city of Boorhanpoor. andxix. 
It was besieged and taken by the Emperw 
Akbar on the first establishment of the Mogul 
power in the Deckan, and passed from the 
hands of the M ussulmen to the Mahrattas 
about seventy years ago, agreeably to a treaty 
made at Aurungabad A. D. 1750, between 
Salabut Jung the Nizam of the Deckan, and 
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CHAP^J^^ Peisbwah Ballajee Row. It was also sur- 
^' rendered to the English in the Mahratta War 
1819 ^^ 1803, but was restored to Sindiah imme- 
diately afterwards. Being situated in one of 
the great passes from the Deck an into Hindo- 
stan, the possession of this Fortress has always 
been considered of importance, and the natural 
defence, which it receives from a precipice of 
rock, in almost every part, has been increased 
by a thick and lofty rampart of masonry, which 
is built on the summit of the rock, and by large 
cavaliers placed in different parts of it, mounted 
with enormous guns, which commanded the 
country around in every direction.* The gene- 
ral height of this position above the plain is 
750 feet. Its greatest length is 1 100 yards, and 
its greatest breadth 600. Nearly one half of 
the rock towards the Westward has been fur- 
ther protected by a second inclosure of good 
masonry immediately below it, and following 
die curved outline of the natural scarp, from 
which circumstance, it has been aptly styled 
Kummurgah (or the belt) ; and on the same 
side, but not covering so much of the Northern 
face of the rock, a third inclosure has been 
added of an irregular form, containing a space 

* One of these guos is pompously styled the Lord of the 
Boorhanpoor Bazar, which the Natives firmly believe it will 
reach, although fourteen miles distant in a direct line. It is of 
iron, and carries a ball of 384 pounds. 
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nearly equal to the area of the apper or prio- CHAP, 
cipal Fort. This third inclosure, which is ^• 



called Mallighur, constitutes the lower Fort^ jg^g 
The Pettah is situated still more to the West- 
ward, in a hollow intersected by numerous 
ravines, and lies inunediately under the lower 
Fort, the works of which overlook and conv- 
mand it throughout its whole extent 

The ^itrance of the lower Fort is from the 
Pettah, and the road to it, which forms a gentle 
ascent, is )vell flanked by the works on each 
side. In every other part the ascent from the 
Pettah towards the lower Fort is exceedingly 
steep* 

The principal entrance into the upper Forty 
near the Western extremity of the rock, is by 
steep flights of stone steps, secured by five 
gateways of excellent masonry, by means of 
which it communicates with the lower Fort, 
through the second inclosure. There is alsOiiEt 
sally-port at the South- East angle, open at top, 
and protected by five traverses^ which afibrds 
a direct communication from the upper Fort 4o 
the country on that side. The second inclosure 
before described has likewise a direct commu- 
nication with the country, by a weak wicket or 
«mall gateway at its right extremity, under the 
, middle of the Northern side of the rock. 

On the same side, but more to the Eastward, 
after a descent of about 250 feet, a nearly level 
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CHAP, space juts out from the Nordi-Eastaogle of the 
^' POck, to the distaDce of about 400 yards, which 
1819 Srou^<i h^^ probably at one time been occupied, 
and perhaps connected with the works of the 
isecond inclosure: for an old gateway of mascmry 
still remains at the extremity of this level, im- 
mediately above the descent into the plain ; and 
the road, which leads directly from the coimitry 
towards the second inclosure, actual^ passes 
through this gateway. 

The rock, which is the natural boundary of 
the upper Fort, fails in three places, where of 
oovrse more attention has been paid to the 
masonry, than in other parts. First, on the 
Plate North side, at the part marked (o) in the plan, 
^^'^ ^here a very thick double rampart has beea 
bvilt to supply this deficiency. Secondly, 
towards the East, not far from the North-£ast 
angle, at the head of a ravine, which commences 
in the interior of the Fort, and runs from thence 
into the plain, extending wide, and branching 
out into several ramiications in its descent 
Across the top of this ravine has been thrown a 
casemated rampart, nearly 50 yards in length 
and 40 feet thick ; below which at the distance 
of 50 yards, there is a second wall, which ap- 
pears to have been intended chiefly for the par- 
pose of preventing the earth from being washed 
away during the rains. Thirdly, near the 
:Sovith->East angle, where are the works of ^the 



J^TTACk OF ASBBEiaBITlt 158 

tally<-poTt beJbrMmntioned; ill front of which CHAP. 
a low wall has been built, to prevent this" en- y^'. 
trance into the Fort from being seen from the ]g]{)^ 
country. 

There are a good many bnil dings in the Fort, 
and some fine tanks and wells. On the North 
and South sides, the country bdow the Fort is 
piain and ^nerally level, bnt intersected by 
twfs or three Nullahs.* At the foot of the hill, 
tm the North side, ate several gardens and vine- 
yardS) aH stipplied with wells of water. On 
the £ast exti West sides, the country is inter- 
sected by deep ravines, and ranges of hitls, 
wfaicfa on one side extend as (far as the river 
Taptee, and on the other connect with the great 
Sautpoorah range, it being understood, h<^w- 
ever, that every eminence within long camion 
shot is considerably lower than the command- 
ing positioti of Asseevghur. 

ATTACK OV ASSBCR6HTTR. 

A large depdt of materisds had been forming 
for some time previous to the sit?ge, at a village 
between Brigadier4ieneral Doveton^s Head 
Quarters, and the advanced post under Lietrt.- 
Colonel Pollock, about seven miles distant 
from the Fort. On the 17th of March, all at- 
tempts at an amicable adjustment having failed,- 

* Nullahs are water courses generally dry, except in the 
rainy season, when they present the appearance of mounteBiin 
torMiUi, and sanetiBies apen (of rivers. 
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CHAP, the necessary orders were issued for the assault 

^y^ of the Pettah. 

jgjg March I8ih. 

The ground having been previously recon- 
noitred, and the necessary arrangements made, 
the Pettah was taken at daybreak, by a simul- 
taneous attack of two columns from the two 
Divisions, of Brigadier-General Doveton^ and . 
Brigadier-General . Sir John Malcolm, which 
were encamped North and South of the; For- 
tress. Brigadier-General Doveton's column, 
commanded by Colonel Fraser, and led by His 
Majesty's Royal Scots, entered the Pettah by 
the South-West gate, at the head of the Battu- 
keerah Nullah. Brigadier-General Sir John 
Malcolm's column, entered by the high road 
from Boorgaum and Choulkah, through a gap 
in the hills, which cover the Pettah on the 
North-West. The enemy were taken by sur- 
prise, and made but little opposition, flying as 
the attacking party advanced, and our troops 
soon established themselves under cover of the 
houses, with a trifling loss, occasioned by the 
fire from the lower Fort, which opened as soon 
as the enemy's party had evacuated the Pettah. 
A battery (a) for 6 light howitzers, to keep 
down the enemy's fire, was completed during 
the day. The Engineer Dep6t was established 
in the large bombproof Pagoda in the centre of 
the Pettah, and the troops occupied the street 
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in advance, which runs pitmllel to the Fort. CHAP. 
The enemy's guns from the upper Fort, which v^^XL/ 
were depressed to play on the Pettah, made j.g^g 
good practice. During the night it was in- 
tended to construct the battery (b) for 6 eigh- 
teen-pounders, and 2 twelve-pounders, to breach 
the North-West angle of the lower Fort ; to 
advance our posts to (rf), to prevent the enem3r8 
sallies, and to barricade those streets enfiladed 
by the enemy's fire. Owing, however, to the 
difficult nature of the s<^il, and a deficiency of 
materials, the battery, although commenced, 
was not continued. A secure post at (d) was 
completed, but in consequence of the flank- 
ing fire of the lower Fort, as it was impoissible 
to make an approach to it, without going 
through the tedious operation of the double sap, 
it was determined always to withdraw the troops 
at daylight to (c), that post aniswering the same 
purpose during the day. The streets yrere bar- 
ricaded, in the openings leading to the lower 
Fort, so as to afford a safe communication 
along the whole extent of the main street of the 
Pettah. The enemy fired during the night at 
the respective working parties, but without 
effect. 

March I9ih. 
The post at (c) was this morning completed. 
The enemy made a sally at suii-s^t, under cover 
of a heavy fire of matchlocks from the lower 
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GAAP. Fort, and droTe in oar troops from this post, 
y^L/ which was the key to the whole position, and 
1S10. ^^^^ which the advance of the enemy might 
have been effisctnally checked. They socceeded 
in bnming some houses about the post at (d)^ 
which was apparently the object of thw sally, 
as they immediately afterwards retired. The 
battery (b) was finished during the night» 
4Q0 yards from the North- West salient angle of 
the lower Fort ; and another was commenced 
at (eX on the rising ground above the Pagoda, 
for eight mortars and howitzers. The ground 
on which the mortar battery was placed, was 
so hard, tliat the fascines (the only materials at 
hand) could not be picketed sufficiently strong. 
The revetment, therefore, gave way when nearly 
completed, and the work was left unfinished. 
The enemy did not fire this night, or attempt 
any annoyance, after being b^t back in their 
sally. 

March 20/A. 
The guns opened at daylight with* great 
efiect, immediately silencing the enemy's fire. 
By evening they had effected a practicable 
breach in the salient angle of the lower Fort, 
The mortar battery was this night completed 
with sand bags. Brigadier-General Sir John 
Malcolm's Division moved to a position North- 
West of the Fort, and that General's Head 
Quarters were established in the Lai Baugh. 



ATTACK OF ASSSEltOHirR. 103 

March 2Ut CHAP. 

The enemy, estpecting an assault, evacuated ^^1^ 
the lower Fort at four a. m., as was ascertained jgjg^ 
afterwards from a deserter. At seven a. m. the 
expenaei Magazine of battery (&), which was 
placed against the perpendicular bank of a deep 
ravine, 30 yards to the left, and in rear of the 
battery, exploded, from som^ unfortunate acci- 
dent* It contained 130 barrels of powder. A 
Native Officer, and 34 rank and file, of the 
Bengal Native Infantry, were killed, and a 
Native Offieer, and 65 r^nk and file, wounded 
by the explosion. The ei|^y immediately 
returned in gireat numbers to the lower Foi't, 
and re-opened tbdr guns. These were soon 
silenced, the parapets in front of them being 
completdy destroyed. The mortar battery (e) 
opened at three P.M. This day orders were 
issued, for the defence of the Pettah being made 
over to Brigadier-General Sir John Malcolm's 
Division. 

MarthHid. 

During the day, ISO shells were thrown into 

the Fort from battery (e), and at night two 

additional embrasures were' prepared, each for 

a twelve-pounder^ about SlOO yards to the right 

and left of thcf battery (by; the ohe «)n the right, 

to deetroy some defences of tbe lower Fort, 

from whence the troops in - the Pettah were 

annoyed by the' enemy^s musketry ; that on tlie 

V 2 
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CHAPv '^ftj t^ silence the large gun in the centre bas- 
^- tion of the North face of the upper Fort, which 

181Q ^^^^ ^^ *^® battery (b). 

March 23d. 

The Engineer Department moved, under the 
protection of the Bengal Brigade, to reconnoitre 
the East front of the Fort, and to decide on the 
ground of encampment for Brigadier-General 
Doveton's Division. The mortars in the Pettab 
continued playing upon the Fort A 4i-in€b 
howitzer was placed in the Pettab, at the top 
of the barricade, thrown across the principal 
street leading to the gateway of the lower Fort, 
to prevent the enemy's sorties in that direction. 

March Q4itL 

The Engineer^ reconnoissance being com- 
pleted, the East front was decided to be the 
most favourable for the attack of the upper 
Fort, and the following is an extract from the 
Commanding Engineers letter to Brigadier- 
General Doveton on the subject ; 

" The irregular nature of the ground, and 
^e.co^er aflTorded by ravines, render extensive 
p^allels unpecessary. A communication, hbw- 
-^YfBf, should be opened from the Bam Baugh^ 
fp a ravinq on the jeft of the attack, to enable 
the working parties to arrive under cover. 
. '* A^ tbe;apprO{aches lajre to be carried up a 
ravine, e^pps^d to a direct fire in front, and a 
Sinking :^re 9^ each. side, it becomes an object 
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of the first importaDce to knock off the defences CHAP, 
of the flanks, and to prevent the enemy from ^^J^ 
rolling down stones. I recommend that these -^^^g 
works should be destroyed from their founda- 
tion. 

** This, I conceive, can be effected by placing 
batteries oh the prolongation of the flanks, in 
such manner as will enable us to breach the 
opposite, and enfilade the adjacent flank, from 
the same battery. The flanks being destroyed, 
and the defences of the curtain wall knocked 
off, the bottom of the revetment of the retaining 
and curtain walls is to be loosened, to enable 
the Miners to establish themselves; or shmild 
this be found impracticable, a breaching battery 
to be constructed, and the curtain wall laid 
open. I am of opinion, that by one or other of 
these means, we shall be enabled to form a 
priacticable breach. 

>'' The mortar batteries to be disposed as re- 
presented in the plan, and, if practicable, a 
brigade of six-pounders to be placed in battery 
on the detached hill opposite to the South-East 
angle, so as to command the high ground in 
rear of the front attacked. 

'^ To distract the enemy's attention from the 
real point of attack, it is advisable, that the 
evening previous to constructing the batteries, . 
possession should be taken of the lower works 
on the Pettah side, and a battery constructed to 
play upon the gateways. 
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CHAP. " By these means the Garrison will be de- 
y* , prived of all hopes of escape, and their uncer* 

1810 ^^^^'y ^^ ^^ ^^ ^°^ point of attack will weaken 
their efforts to oppose us. 

** On the same principle, I recommend that 
the South-East face should be breached where 
Uie rock fails, with a view to such adyantag^ 
being taken of it, as circumstances may re»- 
quire." 

The point (o) on the North £ace was after- 
wards selected for the second breach, instead of 
the South-East angle, as here recommended. 
On the Pettah side a battery for 2 eight-inch 
howitzers, and 2 fiv6-and-a*half-inch mcurtars, 
was erected, SSO yards to the left of the breach- 
ing battery (b). The enemy kept up a smart 
fire from the lower Fort during the night. 

March U5th. 

West Attack. — Employed itt destroying 
the defences to the right and left of the breach, 
and bombarding the upper Fort. 

March 26M. 

West ATTACK.-^£mployed as yesterday. 
The Pioneers and public followers collecting 
materials for a new battery, for 1 eighteen and 
1 twelve-pounder, intended to make a breach in 
the South face of the lower Fort. During these 
two days, Brigadier-General Doveton's Divi- 
sion was moving to occupy a position, for the 
projected operations on the East front. 
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March 27 th. 

Bast Attack.— The Ram Bai^bitk garden 
situated under the North-East angle of the up- |gj^ 
per Fort was occupied^ and the Engineer's 
Dep6t eistablished there. The enemy broc^ht 
a large gnu on the North-East foastton to bear 
on this point, and destroyed a good maiiy car- 
riages, which were exposed for a short time to 
their iSre. During the day a battery for 2 twelve- 
pounders was thrown up in front of the garden 
to silence this gun. A communications was 
commenced from the Depdt, in the direction of 
the proposed batteries. 

West Attack The battery (g) for 1 eigh- 
teen and 1 twelre-pounder, for forming a breach 
on the South face of the lower Fort, liras com- 
menced, and the guns taken to the spot; but as 
the battery could not be completed before 
morning, they were placed under cover, 100 
yards from the battery. £ six-pounders were 
also carried upon elephants to the eminence, 
called the Mogul's Cap. - 

March iSth. 

East Attack. — ^The communication to the 
proposed batteries Nos. 1 and S ivas completed, 
and a good road prepared for the guns up the 
side of the hill, through the old gateway already 
mentioned. 

West Attack.— The breaching battery on 
the South side of the lower Fort, was com- 
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CHAP, pleted, and the eighteeo-pounder placed in it, 
^' during the night. The twelve-ponnder broke 



1819. ^^'^°- 

March 2»ih. 

Eaht Attack.— Two batteries Nos. I and 2 
were constructed during the night, to destroy 
the defences of the flanks, to the right and left 
of the curtain of the upper Fort> which it was 
intended to breach. No. 1 was made to contain 
5 eighteen-pounders, and No. S four eighteen- 
pounders ; the former was 380 yards from the 
North-East angle, and 530 from the opposite 
flank, which it was intended to destroy ; the 
latter was 350 yards from the point of the Fort 
immediately above it, and 600 from the oppo- 
site flank. 

West Attack.— The battery (b) re-com- 
menced firing this morning to perfect the breach 
in the salient angle of the lower Fort, previous 
to the approaching assault. The guns in battery 
(jg) opened at day light, and by evening efiected 
a practicable breach. A fourand-a-half-inch 
howitzer was established on a height to the 
right of this battery, commanding the gateway 
of the upper Fort. The breaches in the lower 
Fort being reported practicable, orders were 
issued for the assault to take place the follow- 
ing morning. 

March 30//f. 
EA8T.«ATTACK.-^Owing to the great labour 
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of carrying tke guns up the heights, ouly 3 CHAP, 
gups, were got into battery No. 1, during the ,^^J^ 
day, although a Regiment of Europeans, and ,1^9. 
one of Sepoys were employed as a working 
party, to drag them up ; and were assisted by 
elephants. A battery for 2 heavy mortars, 
was made immediately on the left of No. 1. 

West Attack. — The enemy evacuated Mal- 
lighur (the lower JPort) during the morniug, and 
it was immediately occupied by our troopa, 
who eslablished themselves there with very 
trifling loss, as the enemy did not open from the 
guns of the upper Fort till the assailants were 
well under cover. Battery (b) was dismantled. 
During the night, all the mortars but one were 
taken from the Pettah, and placed under cover 
in the lower Fort. 

March Slst. 

East Attack.— During this day all the 
guns in Nos. 1 and 2 were placed in battery, and 
commenced firing on the defences of the flanks 
with good eifect. A battery for 8 mortars and 
howitzers was thrown up in front, and to the 
right of the Ram Baugh, immediately under 
the hill. The enemy kept up a smart fire of 
ms^tchjocks from the second Fort on the work- 
ing party, but with little effect. A twelve- 
pounder was placed in battery on the right of 
No. 1, to keep down the matchlock fire from 
the North-East angle, which annoyed our peo 
pie in No. 1 battery. 
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CHAP. West Attack .—Two eight-inch and 2 five- 
^- and-a-half-inch howitzers were placed in battery 
1819 ^' C/) ^° ^^^ North side of the Fort, and 2 five- 
and-a-half-inch howitzers were placed on the 
Mogul's Cap. 

April 1st* 

East Attack. — ^The embrasures of battery 
No- 1 were repaired and widened. The eight- 
mortar battery opened this day. A battery for 10 
mortars was thrown up to the left and in rear of 
No. 2. Batteries Nos. 1 and 2 continued firing 
to destroy their opposite flanks. 

West Attack.— A battery (A) for 6 guns 
was constructed, about 600 yards from the 
upper Fort, to breach the wall of the middle or 
second Fort. An eighteen-pounder and a 
twelve-pounder were placed in the Pettah, to 
destroy the Western defences of the second Fort. 

April 2nd. 

East Attack.— A magazine was fortned for 
the ten-mortar battery, and the whole of the 
mortars brought in. The other batteries con- 
tinued firing with good effect. 

West Attack.^— The guns were got into 
the six-gun battery, and opened on the North- 
West curtain of the second Fort, at two o'clock 

p. M. 

April 3rd. 
The Saughur battering train and Bengal 
Minere arrived this day. 



ATTACK OF A8SEERGHUR. 171 

East ATTACK,---The ten-mortar battery CHAP. 
opened this mornkig. A battery for 4 mortars ^• 
was thrown up, about 100 yards in front, and ^^.g 
to the right of No. 1, immediately under 
the first descent from the North- East angle. 

West Attack. — ^The defences, to the right 
of the intended breach, were destroyed, but the 
fire on the comer bastion being too oblique, 2 
eighteen<-pounder8 were drawn out at night, to 
the right of the battery. A parapet was thrown 
up for a covering party, on the ridge (above 
battery (A\ in front of the intended new battery. 
In consequence of a reward havipg been offered 
for shot, many were picked up and brought in 
by the camp followers. 

April 4th. 

East Attack.— The defences of the flanks 
being almost wholly destroyed, a breaching 
battery, No. 3, fbr 2 twenty-four^pounders and 
4 eighteen-pounders, was commenced ; and as 
the ground would not allow suflicient space foi* 
more than two embrasures in a line, the guns 
were placed on three different small levels^ one 
above the other, forming an inclined battery. 
8 eighteen-pound^s were placed in battery to 
the right of No. 1, to bear upon and destroy 
the North-East bastion, from whence thfe 
enemy greatly annoyed our troops. ^^ 

West Attack. — Employed in making a 
mine under the rampart of the lower Fort, in 
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CHAP, order to open a road for the guus, to the new 

^' battery on the ridge (A:). During the night 2 

1819 ^ighteen^pounders, intended for this battery, 

were dragged up from the Pettah» and lodged 

in the lower Fort, 

April bth. 

East ArxACK^—Battery No. 3, 400 yards 
from the retaining wall, and 450 from the cur- 
tain, was completed this evening. A magazine 
was formed for it, and a road for the guns 
made. The front of No. 2 was thrown forward, 
to convert it into a breaching battery, to bear 
on the retaining wall No. 4. The masonry of 
the North-East angle was destroyed, and the 
large gun on the top of it, a one-hundred-and- 
forty-po under, rolled from thence half way 
down the hill. 

West Attack. — ^The breach in the second 
Fort being completed, a four gun breaching bat- 
tery, for the upper Fort, was commenced, on 
the ridge in front of, and abov^ battery (A). Two 
more eigh teen-pounders were dragged up into 
the lower Fort during the night; the mine was 
sprung in the morning, and a good road opened 
by it, through the ramparts for the guns. A 
few good marksmen were pushed forward up 
the hill, from the lower Fort, to keep the 
enemy's matchlock men in check. 

April 6tA. 

East Attack.— The 2 twenty -four-pounders 
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and 4 eighteen-pounders were placed in battery CHAP, 
in the course of the day, under a heavy fire of ,^JJ\L/ 
matchlocks, but with trifling loss, as the inces- -|819 
sant fire from battifery No. 1 kept the enemy 
under. The ten^mortar battery wa«- repaired 
during the night, and an approb^ch was opened 
from No. 1 , in the: direction of the breach. 

West Attack.— The breaching battery was 
completed, a: magasine made for it, and the guns 
got into battery. 

! April tth. i.'^ 

Intelligence Was this day obtained, from a 
man who had been allowed to visit the Lar, 
that he began to despond, and that his Garri- 
son looked on further resistance as almost 
hopeless. 

East Attack.— Breaching batteries (Nos. 3 
and 4) opened on the retaining wall with great 
effect, and with the assistance of an oblique fire 
from No. I, a practicable breach was nearly 
effected in the course of the day. The approach 
to the breach was continued. 

West Attack. — The guns opened against 
the rampart of the upper Fort at ten a. m., with 
good effect. These operations created great 
alarm in the iGarrison, and in the evening, two 
Vakeels came from Jeswunt Row Lar, with 
offers of surrender, but wishing to stipulate for 
the Garrison retaining their arms, they were 
immediately ordered back into the Fort. 



174 SIEGES OF THE MADRAS ARMV. 

CHAP. April 6th. 

^' The breaching . batteries re-opened at day 

1819 '^S**'' About eleven o'clock a. m., orders were 
received from Brigadier General Doveton to 
cease firing, Jeswuut Row Lar having agreed 
to an unconditional surrender^ on the part of 
himself and Garrkion. The road to the breach 
on the East attack was continued during the 
night. The rock at the North^East angle was 
also reconnoitred, and it was ascertained, that 
there was a good path for troops, immediately 
under the rock^ to assault the breach. 

April 0th. 
The Garrison marched out at sun-rise, and 
delivered up their arms. The Fort was occu- 
pied by British troops, and the union flag 
hoisted, under a royal salute from all the bat- 
teries. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 

lieut Coventry, Madras Engineer, Commanding. 

y, Cbeape, Bengal Engineer. 

„ Purton, Madras ditto. 

„ Irvine^ Bengal ditto. 
Ensign Lake, Madras Engineer, Staff. 

„ Warlow, Bengal ditto, 
35 European Sappers and Miners "> Madras 
48 Native Sappers and Miners iEstablishment. 
125 Native Bengal Miners. 
1000 Pioneers (Bengal, Madras, and Bombay), 

and about the same number of Dooly Bearers 

and Lascars. 
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STORES, &c. 


C!HAP 


95,000 Sand Bags. 


V. 


675 Gabions; 


w^/-*i/ 


500 Fascines. 


1819. 



ARTILLERY. 
Lieut.-CoL Crosdill^ C. B. Madras Artillery. 
Major Weldon^ Madras Artillery Commissary * 
Captain Poignand, Brigade Major. 
1 Troop 4ind a half of European Horse Artillery. 
4 Companies^ of Foot Artillery. 
1 Company of Native Golundauze* 

ORDNANCE, 

At the commencement of the Siege. 
15 Eigbteen-pounders, iron guns. 

3 Twelve-pounders, ditto. 

4 Twelve-pounders, brass. 
1 Ten-inch Mortar. 

5 Eight-inch Mortars. 

1 Five-and-a-half-inch Mortar. 

4 Eight-inch Howitzers. 

2 Five-and-a-half-inch Howitzers, heavy* 

5 Five-and-a-half-inch Howitzers, light. 

2 Five-and-a-half-inch Howitzers, on beds* 
4 Four-and-a-half-inch Howitzers, on beds. 

Arrived durhi^ the Siege on the Srd ofApriL 

2 Twenty-fout-pounders, iron. 
4 Eighteen-pounders, ditto* 

3 Ten-inch Mortars. 
3 Eight-inch Mortars. 

2 Five-and-a-half-riiich Mortars^ 
2 Eigbt-jacfa Howitzers. 

REFLECTIONS. 

Owing to the failure of the rock in three dif* 
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©HAP. ferent places, Asseerghur tnay certainly be con- 
^^J^ sidered much weaker than the Fortresses of 
1819 Khandesh described in the preceding Chapter, 
and it partakes largely in the defect of all Hill 
Fortres9ds, in being surrounded by ravines and 
broken ground, affording cover in various parts 
almost to the. foot of the walls. Yet from its 
character and from local circumstances, it was 
expected to offer great resistance; and if the 
magnitude of the preparations against it be 
considered, it was certainly more respectably 
defended, than any of those which possessed 
greater advantaged of position ; but the Kil- 
ledar, though he had received secret in- 
structions to defend the place to the utmost, 
knew that his Master had openly given us 
orders of a different tendency ; and doubtful 
perhaps, how far this duplicity would be 
avowed, and fearing that his personal safety 
might be compromised, he surrendered before 
he had cause for alarm. His feeling of doubt 
as to what course to pursue, was strongly ex- 
pressed in a conversation he held with Sir John 
Malcolm, the day before the surrender of his 
Fortress. He told that General, " that Sindiah 
would be very angry with him;*' and on being 
answered that, "he had just cause*' he said, 
*' Yes, he will reproach me much for having 
fought so badly with so fine a Fort, he will say 
I ought to have died/' On General Malcolm 
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asking him, *^If he had not air <)rdeir from his CHA^. 
Master to evacuate the Fort,"> ^he dftid "It ^j^^ 
tnight'be the usage amongst Europeans^ but y^fj^^ 
with the Mahrattas, Forts like that» (pointfti^ 
to Asseerghor) were not given # tip u^on 
orders.*^; •'• ■ -' v ^ ■ : • - >!*'-i^* 

' The vigour,, with which both of the biesiegdrti' 
attacks were pushed forward, and the nia(nt)6f 
in which their gunrs'were carried to Jie^hli^, 
which the (jrarrisoii had deetned inaccessible; 
itimt haire i mad<^ a great imptessiou ; and the 
besi^edWerefurther disheartened, by thedisath 
of their 'ptimiipal Jemidar of Artillery, who 
was^killedoHtheSSth of March, while laying^ 
gun in the North-East bastion, fiad a practi- 
cable breach beefa efiecfed in the* casemated 
curtain on the Bast fronts the storming party 
might][>ossibly have gained it, by keeping close to 
the rock, after reaching the North-East^^alient 
a^gle of the} Fort; and, in theii- progress, they 
would then have only been exposed to* the 
opposite flank, the defences of which vt^r^ 
<!ompletely destroyed, and thi fire of it had 
onbe, even before that period^ been kept undcfit 
by the excellent prtictice of Noi 1 brttery, ttt 
the time that the guns were taken into the 
breaching battery. They would, however, 
have suffered from stones, which might have 
been tlurown ddwn on their heads from the 
rode, under which the path to the breach lay, 

M 
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OHAP. aQd it cmuKili W supposecl, that under any cdr* 

^^^\, cumstwices the attack of such a position, if well 

lAM defendedi could have been made widiout great 

low.-' i. ■•'■ • ••^' 

. II ther^ be any part of the operationiii, to 
which the praise that they generally merits 
cs^qnot be gii^en» it it the 4e)ay which took 
plaq^ ip tb? at^aqU of the lower Fort^ It ww 
aprim^ipal obje€t» of oour^. to coaine the Gar* 
riaiN) within aa narrow \imts aa possible^ in 
oidcar to give greater effect t^ oiir bombaord^ 
meiit ; but they were left in po»9esaioii of thii 
lower Fort, ten days after a practicable braaoh 
iiraa inadq in. it, without aay appweat reaaoa. 
INfor was tbis the only ineon'Vftiienee, for the 
di^ay» which took place, affcHrded the eoemy 
ample time for retreaehing the breach^ of whiich 
ind^d they did aot avail tbemselvea; bat an 
appr€ybeMion that they might have don^ ao^ 
caused the additional labwious attack, on the 
South front, whiph would otherwise have been 
unnecessary. 

An examination of the Fort, two yeavs a^r 
it was besieged, h»a raised doubts in the Au<r 
thor's mind, whether a practicable breach could 
ever have been e^ted on the^ Weat side. The 
two subsequent Monsoons, which had washed 
away all the masonry in some of the battered 
parts of the For tres^k. had made no imfiffesMon 
on thia: and by a. reference to the section 
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through this part, (dfee Plate XVIlI.), it wiH ^Hil^. 
be seen^ that except abottt 10 Ifi^l of rftttpatf^ «^^ 
and 6 of parstpet, this wall, seveaty feetM^b/ i6 j^i^ 
built against the roek ; find the part iimtiedkteljr 
under it, id n^ dteep, that if the rampart hftd 
been de&tMytniy the gl-ieater patt of the fuli^lftlk 
would m all probahility have rolled too fht* 
d#WQ ,tbe biU^ to admit of a practicable ascetit 
to the summit of the breach. -^ 

The third pkifie, where the reek Ms,' whkfa 
forms a part of the »ally-port» near the Souths 
EMt augl^ appears to present a more asliail- 
able pointy than either of the other two. It is 
not flaidted, like the retaining and inner wall, 
on the East attack ; nor, if we may ju^eby 
Uie sallyMport being open to the top immediately 
behind it^ is the raonpart built against the t(^, 
aa at the pai^t atttached cm the North side. The 
biseachiiig battery, in an attack on this point 
might be /estafalisbed at (A)^ within 350 yards see Plate 
of th&peiBt fi, and the besiegers would have 
the benefit Of a level space to traverse^ between 
it and the hireaieh. The otiter work in front of 
this is only a bveast wall, apparently made to 
hide tbd door of the sally-^port. Which here 
opens to the Oountry, and iiideed the only apr 
pareni objection' to sueb aa attack^ is tb^ great 
difficulty which would attend the (jurying 
haaf y guns up to* that height. The senior £r^ 
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CHAP, gineer with the Division, on the first recon- 
s^^^ noissance of the Fort, -was of this opinion, and 
1819. I'ecommended it for the second attack; he 
would even have preferred it for the principal 
attack, but that a memoir, drawn up by ao 
Officer of ei^perience, who had been stationed 
in the Fortress whilein our possession io 1802t3, 
described this as one of the strongest, points, 
and particularly specified the ravine on the 
East front as being the only part where there 
was any probability of attacking with efiect 
Asseeighur has, since its capture, bfen 
ceded to the British Government ; and its pos^ 
session will perhaps enable us to restrain the 
excesses of the Bheel Tribes, who inhabit the 
neighbouring range of hills; and will^ at all 
events, prevent it from becoming a strong hold 
of plunderers. It is a question however de- 
serving consideration, how far these advantages 
will repay the expense of garrisoning it, and 
keeping its now decayed works in repair. Its 
central situation, between the Deckan and 
Malvra, seems to fit it admirably for a genmal 
Dep6t, but this it can never become ; for ibe 
access to the upper Fort is too difficult, for the 
constant passage ap and down of heavy storea: 
and the lower Fort, which might be used for 
the purpose, is commanded on every side; be- 
sides which the sum it would require, to com- 
plete it as a place of strength for this purpose. 
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would go for towards building a hew Fort, on CHAP, 
better principles, on the plain.* ^JJ^ 

ATTACK OF NOWA* lgl9^ 

The Fort of Nowa which is situated about DescHp- 
24 tniles Nortfa-:East of Nandair, a City on theportV ^ 
Gbdavery, is in shape an oblong square, of p^^^ 
which the longest side is 46 yt&rds^ and the ^^^* 
shortest 36. The body of the place is defended 
by a ratnpart 20 feet thick, ahd the flanking de^ 
fences consist of a circular tower, about 30 
feet in diameter, at each angle* The outworka 
are, a faussebray and ditch, running parallel to^ 
the body of the place, and a sloping glaciis oi^ 
the European system; but it is without a 
covered way, except round the North, and 
part of the East front, as far as the communi- 
cation with the country. The interior area of 
the Fort is raised, so ^s to form a solid mound, 
to within about 6 feet of the terreplein of the 
rampart, the exterior height of which, including 
a parapet of 6 feet high, is nearly 30 feet. 

The faussebray runs at about 29 feet distance 
from the body of the place, and consists of a 
casemated rampart, 20 feet thick, surmounted 

' * It would be iiDJiist to dose these reflections on llie Siege 
of Asseergfaur, without advertingix) the exertioas of the Ar^ 
tiUeiy, both Officers and Men, throughout the^ siege. The 
former in many instances, particularly in battery No, 1, and 
the mortar battery on the North front, were without relief, 
and actually lived in these batteries, from the time they wmi 
first dpened. 
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CHAP, ty a para^t $ fa^ bigh. At the angles, U 

, Tl^, follows the forni q( the qirciilar towere of the 

jg|Q body of the pUoi^, by wfaieh t^^ 4 itch is much 

better diefand^» than is g^^erally tbe c^se with 
/; 'N*tiYe Fortsi. The faus^broy W fwrtber pro- 
tected by traverses, whi^b c^re placed in dif» 
• ^ ' £^f nt p»rto^ to preveQt it from b^iqg enfiladed. 
There i^ no berm between the ftiussebrs^y and 
the sswp of tb0 ditch, awl the feeigbl;, from tJwB 
tpp of its p^i^rapet to the bottom of tbe ditcb* is 
aSifeett Tba height of the counterscarp, from 
the bott<0W of the ditch to tbe cr?3t of ftfae gla- 
cis, is g& ket ; aiad as this latter work i^ raised 
12 feet aboye thf suFrounding conntry, the 
whole depth erf the excavation of the^ diti^h is 
13ifeet; and it is S& feet wide.. 

The principal gateway ia on the Bast front, 
which is one of the longest, and is as n^nal very 
well flanked^ by two circular projections^ which 
spring from this front, in additicm to the circu- 
lar towers at the angle^ The commnnicaJtion 
with, the country is^ by means of a bridge, over 
the ditch, easily remove^ble ; and a road across 
theglni^is^ There is also s^^aUy-port on the 
W^st front, comwianicating with the counti^ in 
the same BaanneF. The en?iron& are perfectly 
clear and level, to a considerable distance. 

N6wa is altogether an excellent specimen of 
the strocij^est style of Native fortification, but 
it is too confined in size, and the work^s are On 
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too fsmhll a itcale^ The West^ Sotitb, kocA part CHAP. 
<Mf the JS^st fitMrts^ are ahd weakened by being ^ Tl^ 
withoUtla odtered lv4ty» lus the Garriaon wduid ^^g^g 
he tiilabid to make a sortie, i^inet a lodgmeiit 
ea dM^ada^ofdiher <df these fronts, witfaotH; 
exposure to the :be8ie§er's fir^. The Garrison 
oonsisted ofvabodt $00 men. The besiegiiig 
fevce^ befaigliis Highness the Nizam's Trdops, 
diseiplitied by JSvitish Officers^ was compoasd, 
at the commenceDseotdf the siege, sis firilows, 
but a part of it was detached during the 
operattonsr / 

T^o0p$ f¥9WtU mi ike iomm^Memeni^ the Skg^. 

Oftcot. AmtdiMr. Officers A^PrWfttM, 

Artaiery - - 1 - - 10 - - - - 136 
Infimtiy - -13 - - 6 - - - - 2886 
I^fpnnedHocsed - - - - - - 2806 ; 

: : Jiumary 7th, lSil9. 
. '. 7be several corps fofnling this detachment, 
ttDder the coiDiiiaiid of Majoor Pitnany n«8eai- 
bled At Tomsay 3 miles Soath-East of No^. 
In; the afternoon^ the CcMoamaiidiqg Officer 
firaoeeded to recoMioitre the Fort, from a hill 
900; yards South of it. 

January. 6iA^ 

The detachment took ntp a positiodi near 

Kowa; the Infeintry enc8i/i|)ii^ at tbe distance 

of 1 mile tO' the Nortb^Jst of the Fort; and 

the Reformed Horse at about the santfe'distance 
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'CHAF.tolhej Noirth, -aiid>We8<i'6f itJ Atmid-Kiay a 
^_^^ Risalah arvifed ander- Lieutefiant Skitherland, 
m9 ^^ encamped on the left of the Infantry. 
^Small parties were posted from this Risalah on 
the Smith and Soutfa-'West; so- as^ to communi- 
cate iwith those previously stationed on our 
lights The enemy during the day threw a ;few 
sl)ot into our tanip, butiwitholit doing /aii|)r 
injury. ( The Pioneercr were enlplpyedithrpiigb- 
out the day in cuttibg brushwood. - • ' 

A working party of 150 men from^the'iline, 
with the Pioneers and Golandauze, were em- 
ployed in making fascines and gabions. 

x'l January lot A J v. !; ,-/ 

It hating been resolved that the North<«vdb 
of thef'ort should be attacked, ai» it pttfs^tlted 
a small front, and was understood to bie weaker 
than the other sides, the fasoin^ and platforms 
were brought to a place 700 yards distant^ from 
it ^ and a working party of 60 men were em- 
ployi6d in constructing battery (No j/ 1) for 4 
^mbfctarsi;^ The enemy did not appear to^^ha^ 
idii^covered us (owing to the jungle) till towu^ 
evening, when part of the Garrison Mvaneed 
from the Fort, opening a sharp fire upon our 
people. rThey w^e iknmediatdy driven ib, by 
a party from the Russell Brigade, under <>i^ 
tain Hare. This battery was completed during 
the Aight, f and another battery (No. 2)y MM) 
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yarii«r in advance^ formed with fascines aUdcHAP. 
sand bags, was ready to open at day break. v^!^ 

i Both lotteries, opened < at daylight 3 ^ii^ 
pounders were employed in keeping down &e 
enetny's' firej i and 'the eightieen^poiinder being 
directed against the left bastion of the face 
attaeked» Jbironght down a considerable portion 
of the*Walk . Throughout the day, the enedoiy 
kedti uip^ a brbLlfire from matchlocks, wall 
pie«.7«d a gm. pUced i. U« ^rk b.ft„* 
thegateJ iiil^t8ui]^8etpo8t8 of Infantry (3 mm1/6) 
w^ '^ established > to the right and left of the 
battery/. at thetf distance of about 500 yardik 
At the latter post, battery (No. 3), was oop^ 
alruoted in advance, i at the distance of 490 
yards from the gateway. Sentries were placed 
from both positions, so as to communicate with 
those of the batteries^ The Risalahs in a simi- 
lar mmfaer, threw out their vedettes, and sdp- 
ported th^ with (Strong} bodies oft horse, i at 
i^^uiai? intenrals, i in order to prevent the ex<- 
peoted attempt of the Garrison taescape. The 
mortars were removed during the nighty Ur the 
advanced battery/ 
' ' '^ January I2tk. 

The mortars played occasionally *durii]^ the 
day, with tolerable accuracy. Men were eni- 
ployed in cutting brushwood. During the night, 
a cavalier (c) was constructed, 100 yards in 
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OP AT*, itdvance, and td the right of; battery (No. 3), 
^- and a trench of conunuoication was eatablfabed 
between them. Tbiis ^wttft extended consider- 

• 

ably to the rear, for th^furatectiono€tbe trodps* 
The^fMuy'sborge attemptfid tapM&oilt^ but 
weredrifen back hff GaptAiu HoUis'a Ye4ette». 

Jmmuar^ \9tJi. 
Meq wcire employed in cut^ng. brushwood. 
Tbe.iBortars playiod as yeaterday, and a sharp 
fipe/of matchlocks and; mtuiketry wasJceptop 
between the Gararisoii and our In&atry at the 
qavalier. A little zSum dwk^ . a: party i of the 
enemy attempted to pAss thd post (a)i kiUiog 
the advanced sentry ; bat a tfire being, opened 
upon tbem, they retreated into the Fort. The 
working party was employed ia improving tbe 
commttnications. » 

•i January \4th. 

'A few shells were tliro wit, and some grape. 
l(he enemy remained tolerably quiets tbcirgitn 
being silenced. At odghty battery (N<k 4) for 2 
eigbteeiKpoandejDS was constructed, 330 yrafds 
m advance, and a bonmranicatiiQa was made, 
between it. and the^cavalier. 

January Xbth. 
Batteries (I and 2) were dismantled. Our 
Artyjery. beglUl^ to knock off tbe defences of 
the front attacked. The ^nemy being very 
troublesome, a few sfa^s were thro wa with 
considerable efiect. Working parties wove 
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employed in cutting brushwood. The trench tJHAt*. 
of coiDinunication between the battery ind ^' 
caTalier w as rendered mm'e secure, and another ^^^ 
was run out on the r^t of Ihe lottery, near to 
the po9i («). A fe# i^ells wire thi^wn during 
the night 

' January A6^. 

Tbe* eighteeb^powiders fired as y^est^rday. 
2 mortars'iind'l howitzer were removed to bilt* 
tery (No. S), from whence tfcey played oeea* 
sionally during the night. Sixty yards of sap 
were finished, conymencing at' (d!), and bcAng 
dil^cted so as to '■ clear the works on the right 
of the front attacked. A cMinmtiication be- 
tween the sap and battery was completed, Tbe 
enemy remained very quiet. 

January l7tA. s- 

The sap was widemed and deepened. At 
night 40 yards of a zig-zag, to tiie right, were 
finished, and a small place of arms was estsfb* 
lisbed to the right and left, at the he^d of tike 
sap« Some slidis were thrown during the night. 

Jmuary I8th. 

Yest^day's work was widened and deep- 
ened. During the night 30 yards were rnq 
out in the same direction. The besieged at- 
tempted no annoyance, seeming not to undef- 
Sland,, or to care for our operations. At day* 
break a sharp fire was opened upon the head 
of the sap, which did nd injury. 
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I 

OHAP. January \9th. 

^ y* Yesterday's sap was widened and deepened. 
MW I^ii^^^ the night 30 yards w^re run out ib the 
same directiou, and a t«tiirn ^as made. The 
Garrison kept blue-lights burning nearly the 
whole night, and occasionally threw stoneis 
from a mortar. About ten o'clock an attempt 
was made by the Rebel Chief Howajee, with a 
party of horse, to surprise odr camp from the 
rear, but the sentries bi»ng on tl^ ali^t, the 
.pk)uets soon turned out; and afle^ a little 
firing, he retired; and waa pursued iiomid miles 
hf Lieutenalit Sntheriand, and a party of Re- 
foitued Horse^ but o^ing to the darkness of the 
n^t,! he effected a safe rebreat. WcMrking 
parties were employed during the day in mak- 
ing fascines. 

January iOth. 
The dap was widened and deepened. The 
enemy had brought tw6 pieces to bear upon it, 
but a few shots from our battery soon silenced 
them. A continued shower of m^chlock balls 
annoyed us the whole day,' but the trench 
bemg secure^ little harm was> done. Working 
parties were employed in making lascines. At 
night the sap was carried 37 yards to the left* 
A party from tfae= Garrison made a sortie upon 
the head of it, driving in the working party, and 
destroying a little of our work ; but the gUard 
of the trenches obliged them to retire. The 




ATTACK OF NQWA. !«» 

fire from the Garrison waa exceedingly bot, CHAP, 
and some loss was sustained : cover was how- ^^^X^ 
ever obls^ined, in spite of all their efforts. i 1Mi9. 

Janutmty ^\$t. 
The sap was widened and deepened : during 
the night it was turmed to the right, and ex- 
tendied 20 yards, A place of arms was made 
at the hes^i of it. . « 

Jtmuary 22nd. « • 

At ninei a. M.^the enemy made a sortie upon 
the sap, which threw our working parties into 
great confuaion, and prevented'the guard of 
the trenches from beating them back, so sooii 
as they, would otherwise have done. We: sus- 
tained some loss. The work of yesterday was 
widened and deepened^ and during the night 
the sap was eixtended 15 yards in the same 
directicHi.. • ? •- 

) : ^ i January 23rd. 
Yesterday's work wa» widened' and dee^ 
ened, and the sap was advanced 10 yarda 
This day a European, attached to the Engi- 
neer,, was mortally wounded at the head of the 
sap. f Duringthe night» the work was advanced 
to the crest of the glacis. 

I : January 24th. 

Yesterday's work was rendered more secare, 

and returns were made to the right and left. 

At four o'clock p. m., the Garrison sent a mes- 

senpper to the Commanding Oftcef : and by tnu- 
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GHAP. tital agreement all iring eeased till liis retmm. 

J^ Our works went <m daring the nighty «»d « 

tgl9 lodgment on th^ glaoi» was completed. A 

six-pounder was brought up and kept in readi- 

Januafy UBfth, 
The enemy hafing rafosed to aceede t^ tbe 
terms proposed, the truce was at m ^Mi4: 
great part of the glacis within the lodgment was 
cot awajy with a view to the dommeuoettieftt of 
a mine^ Towards eveaii^, the sbaftirii^ be- 
gun^ and during the aigbt w^ms stitih 1 jl fetit. 
The soil being stiff clay, wa» founds to e^tand 
Without support; A working party wa» em- 
ployed in making fascines* 

Jctnmary ^Mihi "■ 
The shaft was sunk 14 feet deeper, ^o a& to 
make its depth 26 feet from the crest df the 
glacis. A gallery was commenced to the left, 
the 'Object being, to blow ifa the counterscarp, 
opposite to the left tower olthe front attadked. 

Jammry 27th, 
A mortar was got into the lodgment, and 
proired of great service. The gallery at mid- 
day measured 15 feet, and a branch was rim 
out to the right, to the distance of 10 feet from 
thesba£t^ Working parties were employed in 
making fascines. 

January 28/A^ 
. The gaUery n»asiired 88 feet^ and a retinrn 
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of 8 feet was made to the right. l%eblrattch 
had beea extended as; fttr as the ditch, for the ^ yV . 
purpose of obtamiog a view of it, and also to ^^ 
ventilate the mine; The gallery proved to be 
on the same level with the bottom of the dit<!h. 
A small branch to the left^ was b^un from the 
center of the great branchy ia order to fortii a 
chamber^ and was carried 6 feet^ after- which a 
return vras made to the right. The enefby 
annoyed us with stones. 

Both chambers^ foeing ooinpl«i(ed, were lodd^ 
ed ; the one on tbe left svrith {k)0; and that on 
the right with 315 lbs. of ganpowder. Tb6 
hose was laid« and part of the mine tamped. ' ^■ 

JamHtry SOM. 

At day break the batteries opened, with iji 
eighteen-ponnders^ 1 six^pMRider, and 9 mor- 
tars; the mortars and the sfx-poander being 
placed in the lodgmetit By two o'clock the 
renunnder of die lahie waa^ tampdd. In the 
evening the breaches ammned a very resp^Mf- 
able ( appearance. ^ Shells and *. grape wete 
thrown inti» them, during the nigfat 

Jantuiry 3 1 5/. 

The firing from ouv batteries coo tinned as 
yestesday^. At eight a. m. the GlMPrison sent 
two mea to negotiate. They were desired to 
inform: the Comnamdant, that he must surr^n- 
detat diacvetHiiB. They returned fo the FoM, 
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^y* breaches halving been reported practicable, orr 
1019 ^^^^ were issaed for the aasault. 

At 20 muiutes before two a« m., the mine 
wag sprung. The explosion was very con- 
siderable^ making an excellent descent into the 
ditch, and filling up part Of it (See the Section 
C D in Plate XXI). A dond of dust darkened 
the air for four or: five minutes, under cover of 
which the ladders were planted; and the troc^ 
^ ascended the breach before the Garrisop had 
i^^over^d ifr^nti their coostemation. ^ Ten 
piinpt^s softer the explosion;^ the inner ^ Fort 
YfBfi carried,^ aii4 in the course of an hour, the 
whole.of the enemy's works weriB in our posi- 
session. Our loss in the storm was small, 
beiqg 4 killed and 7 1 wounded. 

The loss duiwg the whole. siege .was 24 
killed ^nd J 80 wounded;. vt 

ENGINEBR DEPARTMENT. » 

Th$ only Engineer Office!* was ^ Ensign 
Qliphant, of the Madras Engineers, : who had 
thr^ Europeans attached to faim|» one of 
whom was killed and another wounded, dtirkig 
the siege. 

There were also about 70 Pioneers > niore 
immediately under his orders, firom whom less 
assistance was derived than could have been 
liiri^edy owing to their previous ignorance of 
tl^ requisite duties. .Out of the number there 
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were, however, about 20, who had some little CHAP, 
knowledge of mining, V. 

STORES, &c. |gj^ 

120 Intrencbing Tools. 
1850 Sand Bags* 

AMMUNITION EXPENDED. 
Eight-inch shells •••.«.*.. 213 

Fiv^-and-a-half ditto 1040 

C Eighteen-pounder 1380 
Bound Shot. |six-i^ounder ... 462 

C Eighteen-pounder 3 
• Grape Shot, (gix-pounder ... 67 

REFLECTIONS. 

The Fort of Nowa, though it can hardly be 
called a fbttnidable place of defence, owing to 
the small extent of its fronts, and to two faces 
being altogether without a covered way, is, 
perhaps, as strong as a square Fort of this isiise 
could be made, under any system of fortifi- 
cation ; and the arrangement of the traverses, 
the glacis, and the clear esplanade around it, 
seem to warrant the conclusion, drawn by the 
Engineer who conducted the siege, that others 
than Natives must have assisted in building it. 
Fortunately the soil was favourable for the 
operations, which the Engineer had the bold- 
ness, with such means as he possessed, to 
conceive, and to carry into execution. It must |^» 
be confessed, that few would have ventured, 
with only 70 men as a working party, of whom 
but a small proportion knew any thing of the 

N 
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CHAP, requisite duties, to attempt to crown the glacis, 
^y^ with a sap; but no operation, less efficient than 
1819. ^^^^^ would, with an enemy so resolute as the 
Garrison of Nowa proved themselves to be, 
have effected the reduction of the Fort; and 
although his progress was necessarily slow, 
the event fully justified the daring mode of 
proceeding, adopted by the Engineer. The 
siege of Nowa indeed deserves, in its general 
features, to be held forth as a model of universal 
practice, and the objection which has been 
hitherto raised to operations of this kind, that 
they consume more time, than can commonly 
be spared for sieges in India,* is proved to be 
altogether futile. 

The first ground was broken on the 1 0th, 
and the place was stormed on the 31st, and 
this period might have been much shortened, 
if the Engineer had had the assistance of an 
efficient Department, and if the parallel, which 
appears to have been much more extensive 
than necessary, before a Fort, of which the 
front attacked was only thirty-six yards, hid 
been contracted ; but from the time that the 
first sap commenced, till the counterscarp was 

* The siege of Tanjore by General Smith, A.D. 1773, 
which was conducted by Colonel Ross, then Chief Engi- 
neer, at which still more extensive parallels and approaches 
were carried on, and where the ditch was crossed by sap, 
was brought to a close in twenty-five days. 
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blown in, was only thirteen days under all the CHAP. 
disadvantages of working with men, who had ^T|. 
never before witnessed operations of the kind, jgjg 

The great extent of the parallel, which was 
from right to left no less than 1000 yards, 
appears the only objection, which can be 
offered ; if it had been reduced to half that 
extent, from (rf), to mid-way between battery 
No. 4, and the cavalier (c), there would have 
been ample space to embrace the whole front 
attacked, and to give cover to the whole guard 
of the trenches; and an approach of 100 yards 
from behind No. 4, would have placed the 
troops in their road to the trenches, under 
cover from the musketry of the Garrison. By 
this reduction, three or four days labour would 
have been saved. 

The South front, which is of as small extent, 
as the one attacked, is weaker, in being without 
a covered way, and if the attack had been 
directeci against this front, the enemy would 
not have been able to sally on our lodgments, 
which, as it was, they twice effected. But the 
information, obtained on these points from Na- 
tives, is always so imperfect, that the Engineer .^ .v,,.; 
could not, without actual examination, which 
was of course impossible, have ascertained 
that this defect existed ; and perhaps the 
ground was so much more favourable for the 

N 2 
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GHAP. appl-oach^s on thfe North fronts as to counter* 
yj[\, baliinc^ it, even if it had been known. 
1819 Nothing appears to have been overlooked, 
that could insure a Successful result to the 
siege. The breach was not formed^ till the 
mine that was to open a road to it, was ready 
for explosion ; and such w^s the consternation 
of the Garrison at this novel method of attack, 
that no resistance was offered by them, whilst 
our men were placing the ladders, vi^hich were 
Inquired to mount the breach of the faussebray ; 
although they had evidently determined to 
resist to the last, for many of our shells which 
had not exploded, and a quantity of 18lb« shot 
were found at the top of the breach, ready to 
bUrl on the assailants when they should attempt 
to mount it. Indeed any further praise of 
these operations would be sup^rfiuoUSs. The 
complete success which attended them, re- 
sulting ffotn no accident, and against an enemy 
us re^^olute to the last, as any we have en- 
countered in India^ forms in itself the highest 
encomium that could be passed. 

AITACK OP COPAL BROOG. 

DMMte- Tlw* works of Copal Droog are of extra- 
copai ordinary magnitude and strength, and (as will 
PlS? appear by the plan) very complicated. The 
^^^^' hill, which foritiB the upper Fort, is about eOO 
feet high above the plaifi, and is tolally in- 
accessible on threesides. The fourth, or Eastern 
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side, is encircled with walls to the very base, QHAP. 
where a strong rampart terminates thq hill fpr- ^', 
tificatipns ; below which there ^r^, qn this si(l»i y^i^^ 
two additional indosure^, ^acb coo»i$<ipg of ^ 
very respectable rampart with towers. Th« 
inner lineofdefenoeof these two embraces the 
hill in the form of an irregular semicircle, and 
is built of stone. The outer one is of mud, and 
surrounds the former every where excepting ^t 
the East end, where the two ramparts are 
^^lied. In approaching the lower Forts, cover 
16 every where afforded, to within 860 yards of 
tb^^ walls, by the Pettah on one side, and by a 
ranga of rocks on the other. The main strength 
q{ the place is at the point D, on th(8 hiil, where 
the flight of steps, leading to the upper Fort, 
turns to the left, behind ;^ rock ; and being 
completely hid from breaching guns, the pro- 
gress of afi enemy is checked by a gate, which 
presents itself, and where the assailants would 
be exposed on both sides to inusketry, and to 
stones thrown from above. 

May $th, 1810. 
Partof Brigadier-rGeneral Pritzler's Division, 
consisting of the following corps and detach- 
ments, eiicamped before Copal Droog this 
mortiiog. The Brigadier-General commanded 
ici person. Lieut-Colonel Fraser^s brigade 
was^^oiployed. 
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Ho. «f 

CORPS, &c. %"sssSsr M^' 

Capt. Tew, H. M. Flank BattaUou 6 480 

1819. Major Knowles, C. B. Rifle Corps 10 630 

Capt. Hall, 2d Batt.4thRegt. Native Infantry 5 9*6 

Capt. Green, 2d Batt. 12th ditto 10 683 

Capt. Mills, H. M. 22d Dragoons 2 179 

Capt. Kemble, 1st. Light Cavalry 2 370 

]|f ajor Cleaveland, Artillery 2 74 

Gun Lascars - 97 

Capt. Smithwaite, Pioneers 3 200 

A reconnoitring party proceeded at 9 a.m. to 
examine the works, and it was determined that 
the whole column should attack the out-posts 
of the enemy in the evening, and take posses- 
sion of the Pettah, with a vie\f to erecting bat- 
teries during the night. 

At 4 o'clock P.M. the troops off duty moved 
towards the Pettah, but being met by a brother 
of the Rajah, who came out with his retinue to 
deliver up the place, they halted; and four 
companies were detached to take possession of 
the gateways, but on approaching the walls 
they were warned off, and ultimately refused 
admittance. Whilst this parley was going on, 
the column ^was ordered back to camp, except- 
ing about 300 men, under the command of 
Lieut.-Colonel Fraser, who remained to supr 
port the four companies in case of necessity. At 
the close of the evening Lieut.-Colonel Fraser 
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withdrew the four companies, and took up a CHAP, 
position in the Pettah, where he was reinforced y j[ ' 
by the galloper guns of the 22d Dragoons. ^g^^ 

During the night a mortar battery was pre* 
pared aty (see Plate XXII.); and nine mortars 
opened their fire from it at midnight upon the 
lower works. The gallopers opened at the same 
time with shrapnelsi from the position in the 
Pettah. 

May the mh. 

The two gallopers were removed from the 
Pettah, and, together with a howitzer, were 
placed in position on the hill post {z) to the 
right of the mortar battery, where they were of 
considerable use, in silencing the fire from the 
upper works. 2 brass twelve-pounders were 
placed in the Pettah, in lieu of the gallopers, 
and during the night a battery was constructed 
for 2 eigh teen-pounders at (a?) to breach the 
North curtain of the lower Fort. 

May the \Oth. 

The fire from the breaching battery, and the 
wholeof the other posts, commenced at sun-rise, 
and continued with little intermission through- 
out the day. 

During the night the breaching battery was 
enlarged for 2 more eighteen-pounders. 

May Wth. 

" The 4 guns opeped at daylight, and with so 

much eflfect, that the breach was reported prac- 
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OHAP. ticablc at noon. Airangements were conse- 
^' quently made for the storming of the lower 
ygyg Forts at daybreak next morning ; and the brasi 
twelve-pounders were remoired, and, tc^tfaer 
with a howitzer, were placed a little in advance 
of the mortar battery, at («?), for the purpose of 
covering the attack. 

These arrangements were rendered unneces- 
sary, in consequence of the surrender of the 
lower Forts, which took place in the evening. 
The Garrison, to the amount of 1400 men, 
marched out, and the place was taken posses- 
sion of by our troops. Overtures were at the 
same time made for delivering up the upper 
Fort- 

May I2th. 

Hostilities ceased in consequence of the ne- 
gotiations which were pending. These, how- 
ever, on the part of the Rajah, seemed to be 
entered into for the sole purpose of gaining 
time. The whole day was wasted without 
coming to any decision, and a farther period^ 
till 9 o'clock of the morning of the 13tb, was 
allowed, to bring them to a conclusion. Ad- 
vantage was taken of this interval, to examine 
the nature of the remaining defences. 

May IStk. 

The period fixed upon having arrived, anA 
it appearing that no reliance could be placed 
upcNa tlie Rajah's professions and promises. 



\ 
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the following plan of attack was decided nponl CHAP. 
Two columns, of 4 companies each, to escalade y^^J^i^ 
the walls at the points G and H ; and having -^^j^g 
gained adinittance, to support each other. A 
galloper gnn to accompany the left attack, for 
the purpose of blowing open the gate B, Advan. 
tage to be taken of the confusion of the enemy, 
to follow them to the summit of the hill, if pos- 
sible. A reserve of 3 companies to ad'vance 
from the mortar battery, to reinforce thecolumn 
which should first establish a footing. 

At twelve o'clock precisely, both columds 
advanced to the assault. The right under 
Captain Guppage, of His Majesty's 63rd R^- 
ment ; the left under Captain Tew, of His 
Majesty's 34th Regiment; the whole com* 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, of the 
12th Native Infantry. 

Both escalades succeeded, and the gateway 
was blown open at the same iustant. The troops 
rushed in, a;nd effected a junction at the gate- 
way C, which afforded cover to a considerable 
number of men. At this point, they were 
checked by a tremendons shower of stones, 
which was hurled from the rocks above, and 
occasioned a number of casualties. Amongst 
the sufferers was Lieutenant Elliott of the Rifle 
Corps, a very promising young Officer, who had 
only joined his Regiment the preceding day, 
and aaxious to distingoish hiauself, bad volun^ 
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CHAP, teered to accompany the strong party. After 
V^ ^ a short pause, a party rushed forward, led by 
iftio Lieutenant Silver of the 53rd Regiment, which 
after a gallant contest, succeeded in forcing the 
gateway D, driving the defenders before them, 
who retreated to the right and left, as our men 
entered. The main body of the assailants 
moved to the right, and immediately carried the 
line of works extending in that direction. A 
small party also went to the left, but being 
much exposed, and their ammunition expended, 
were obliged to retreat. A second rush was 
however made in this direction, and the enemy 
intimidated by the perseverance and gallantry 
of the attack, called for quarter, which was 
granted ; and the Garrison,, to the amount of 
500 men, were marched out prisoners of war. 

Our loss in the siege and assault amounted 
to 4 Officers and 57 men killed and wounded. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 

Lieutenant Grant, Commanding. 
„ Oliphant. 

ORDNANCE. 

4 Iron eighteen-poonders. 
2 Iron twelve-pounders. 
2 Brass ditto. 

•r* 

8 Eight-inch Mortars. 

1 Five-and-a-quarter-inch Mortar. 

2 Howitzers. 
The assaulting columns were on this occa- 
sion, as on every former one during the cam- 
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paign, led by OflBcers of Engineers, who well CHAP. 
supported the reputation of their Corps- The ,^' 
right point of escalade was 20 feet high and the ^gig 
left 19, the ladders were 25 feet long, and were 
found to be just sufficient. They were carried 
by Pioneers, and planted by the Engineer Offi- 
cers, assisted by Volunteer Artillery men. 
Ropes were attached to the ladders near the 
top to secure them when up, and bamboo poles 
with iron forks were used in rearing them. 

No particular notice has been taken of the 
strength of working parties, as no fighting men 
were required for that purpose. The cover 
near the Fort was so excellent, that nothing 
remained but to throw up a parapet, at any 
point required, for which the Pioneers, Dooly 
Bearers, and Bamboo Coolies, were found to be 
quite sufficient. The breaching battery was 
sunk (in a ploughed field) in four hours, and 
the other batteries constructed with equal 
facility. The gate B required three discharges 
from the galloper to blow it open, the first a 
blank cartridge, the second a round shot, and 
the third a double shot : the escalading party 
were just over the wall when the gate opened. 
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CHAPTER VT: 

EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH OF THE NATIVE HILL 
FORTS, CONTRASTED WITH THE l^tAKSESS OF THE 
OTHER FORTRESSES OF WDIA^THE CAU^E$ OF QVU 
NUMEROUS FAILURES, IN ATTACKING THE LATTER, 
INVESTIGATED.-THE SYSTEM OF IRREGULAR SIEGES, 
AND THE TpO FREQUENT USE OF RA^H ASSAUI^TS, 
CONDEMNED.— IMPROVEMENTS^ THAT OUGHT TO QE 
ADOPTED, TO INSURE SUCCESS, IN THE EVENT OF 
FUTURE SCCGES IN INDIA. 



CHAP. The foregoing journals present a curious 
^^' anomaly. We have takeQ apparently without 
jgjg difficulty the formidable Hill Forts of India, 
Fortresses fonned by nature, as if in proof 
of her superiority over the most laboured 
works of science; whilst on the other hand, 
places on the plain, that would not delay an 
European Army, fully equipped for more tha» 
a week, have not only resisted oor efforts with 
success; but, in the opinion of the mass of 
mankind, who seldom look deeper than the 
surface, have even brought discredit on our 
military character. According to the plan 
laid down in the introductory Chapter, where 
the causes, which have led to such discordant 
results, have already been partially noticed, it 
now only remains to inquire more minutely 
into this question, and to consider the best 
mode of avoiding similar disasters, in the event 
of future wars in the East. 
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In regard to the Hill Forts of India, I shall OHAP. 
again most pointedly repeat the opinion ex* ^Y]^ 
pi'essed or implied in former parts of this work, j^^g 
that many of them, if properly defended, may 
be considered absolutely impregnable^ Those 
vast precipices of lofty granite may equc^lly 
bid defiance to the battering Gun, and to the 
MinC) the latter of which, Vauban the great 
mai^ter of the Art of Sieges, recommends as 
the most powerful agent for the attack of 
mountain Fortresses. And in fact there 
seems no certain mode of reducing them, if 
vigorously defended, but the tedious opera*^ 
tiOn of strict blockade. Having given such 
a character of these Fortresses, it may be 
asked, from what cause or by what means we 
came to reduce the whole of them with such 
facility, in the late war? 

The reader will have observed, that the mode 
of proceeding always adopted, was to occupy 
without delay one or mote positions as dose to 
the foek a« possible ; and to carry up field 
pieces to the spot t>y hand. This plan of 
operation was purposely recommended by th^ 
enterprising and skilful Engineer eanployed 
with Lient^nant^Colonel M*Do wall's Division, 
in the hope of intimidating the defenders, at the 
same time that he officially stated his opinion, 
tliat if this attempt at working upon their 
minds by a show of vigour should fail, the cap- 
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CHAP, ture of these strong holds was absolutely im- 
^^- possible.* Without, however, supposing any 
1819 extraordinary degree of pusillanimity on the 
part of the enemy, at the period alluded to, 
another cause must have had an equal or per. 
haps a greater share, in leading to the almost 
immediate surrender of these formidable For- 
tresses. The Commanders and their Garrisons 
were perfectly aware, that the Peishwah had 
been totally defeated, and that the state of his 
affairs was absolutely hopeless. They could 
therefore entertain no rational prospect of re- 
trieving their Master s fortunes, by a determined 
opposition to the British arms, which eventually 
might be injurious or even ruinous to them- 
selves. Under such impressions, it is more 
than probable, that they only waited for the 
opening of the first battery, to afford them a 
decent pretext for surrendering.f 

* See the Report of the Commandiiig Engineer on the 
Fortress of Rajdeir (Page 92). 

t in former wars we have had similar instances of success 
against such places, especially in the war of 1791 against 
the Mahomedan Dynasty of Mysore, when three of the 
strongest Hill Forts of that Country, Nundydroog, Sevem- 
droog, and Ootradroog, were snccessively carried, the two 
former by storm, the latter by escalade. Although these 
places were inferior in strength to those of the Deckan, and 
had their ramparts breached by guns, conveyed to positions 
deemed inaccessible ; yet, even under these circumstances, 
our successes at that period excited the utmost astonish- 
ment, and were attributed to the effect produced on the Gar- 
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Having thus attempted to account for the CHAP. 

•wry 

poor resistance made by the Hill Forts of >^J^jI^ 
Khandesh, I shall not presume to lay down any jg^g 
fixed rules for the attack of such Forlresses in 
future ; as it must be evident, from the descrip- 
tion of them, that no certain result can be cal- 
culated upon, under all circumstances. A 
great deal of cover is usually found near them, 
owing to the inequalities of the ground ;* but 
the little depth of soil is a great impediment to 
the construction of batteries, and trenches, 
especially as the parapets of these works re- 
quire an extraordinary height to protect them 
from such very commanding Fortresses.f We 

risons by the recent fall of Bangalore. On the other hand^ 
it is proper to notice the repulses we received in the two 
successive attacks ol^ Kistnagherry, in 1780 and 1191, which 
in both instances, were effected by simply rolling down 
stones and large masses of granite on the assailants. 

* It frequently occurs that some of the lower lines of 
works of the Indian Hill .Forts afford cover to the storming 
party, even as far as the very foot of the breach, as was the 
case at Dindigul in 1791, and at Vellore when besieged by 
Hyder's Troops, in 1781. . At the last mentioned place, 
the besiegers, having been repulsed in th^r attempt to 
storm the breach, began to fill up the ditch with fascines, 
and as it was not flanked, the Garrison were unable to 
impede them in this operation, until Lieutenant Parr, the 
acting Engineer, descended with a party of men by the 
ladders, which had been placed by the assailants, and 
drove them out of the ditch by the bayonet. 

t When the Artillery of the Garrison can be kept under, 
the old expedient, described in the common elenaentary 
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CHAP, did not however suffer much from this circum- 
^^' stauce in the late war, as our batteries were 

1819 P^^^^ ^^^ ^^ musket shot ; and the enemy's 
fire of Af tillery was slow, and ill directed. 

After admitting the extraordinary strength of 
the Hill Forts of India, I shall observe, that the 
Fortresses on the plain may be pronounced 
exceedingly weak, and that the resuJt of .oar 
operations against them ought to be certain, 
beyond every other kind of warfare. lo 
Europe, so much has the science of attack and 
defence been studied, and to such efficiency has 
the Engineer Department in most services 
been brought, that even the nun^ber of clays to 
be consumed in a siege may be calculated, with 
some degree of accuracy, and a failure against 
the strongest places, however bravely defended, 
seldom occurs, except from uncontrolable 
causes. In India, the duration of a siege de- 
pends on the bravery di^pj^y^d by the Garri- 
son ; and although instances of Native Forts 
being resolutely defended, are comparatively 
rare ; yet, when so defended, it is impossible to 
say how long we may be detained, or how 
many reverses we may experience. Whence 

writers on the attack of Fortified Places, of ChaDdeCers, 
or wooden frames filled with fascines, may be used to advan- 
tage, as was done by Hyder's French Engineers at the 
Siege ofVellore, in 1781, who, by means of these, carried 
part of their approaches to within 20 yards of the walls. 
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then do these different results arise? Is it, CHAP, 
becfiuse the Forts in India are stronger? On ^T^ 
the contrary, both from the general description .y^^ 
of them, which was giren it. the Introductory 
Chapter,^ and from the special descriptions of 
those besieged in the late war, as contained in 
the body of this Work, it will be evident, that 
they are much weaker than those of Europe* 
Is it, because the Garrisons are composed of 
braver or better men than ourselves ? Undoubt- 
edly not, for they have never been able to resist 
us in the open field. It must therefore be, that 
greater skill and superior means have been 
directed against European Fortresses. Now, 
although we are not disposed to admit that the 
Company's Engineers of the present day, are 
deficient in that degree of science, which is 
necessary forconductingsuch operations,* they 

* In the early wars, which took place between the English 
and Frencli on the coast of Coromandel, it must be admitted 
that the superiority in the method of conducting sieges, 
etidently lay with the latter, for although no details are given, 
we read constantly of flieir having carried on their appfoaches 
in a respectable manner. In the English attacks on ibrtifiad 
places, there was, on the contrary, a marked want of science^ 
with the exception of one or two rare instances, creditable to 
men of superior talent. At the sieges of Ariancopang and . 
Pondicherry, attacked by us, in 1748, Orme «kpressly 
ascribes the failure that took place, to the incapacity of the 
Engineers, who, according to his account, wece utterly un- 
qualified for the enterprize. 

o 
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cm AP. have, not yet been prorkled tirith the proper 
^y]^ means for employing that science to advmitagv ; 
1^10 and u an obrioas comparison^ it may beaaked 
ef iirhatnfiMr'is the ski! lof the Artificerri if be 
cannot praciire tools to work witk ? «... * 

Omring. to the lamentable want «€ maaiis 
alliaded to, instead of working npto^tbe breach 
by sap^ with comparative safety to^ oar own 
Iroops^ and with a w^l grounded confitlenee of 
overcoming every intervening obstacle, by a 
methodi leading to certain success; we harre 
generally, in our sieges, effected breaehes in the 
iMidy of the plaee by means of distant batteries^ 
and marched: to the assanlt, ov^ the intcrr^ 
mediate space, like Mahommedan Fataituls^ 
apparently without considering, or at all events 
leaving to providence, how the ditckee tand 
untouched walls hetween the ottter works and 
the breach were to be passed. Hence, a vicious 
system has been adopted, uncertain and 
hazardous in tke (extreme; and from the want 
f^^f all e;f^perience of a more perfect mode, (be 
great body, composing the Military Pnblte in 
'India, have sdifcely even coTitemplated the prb- 
priety of resorting to a more judicious mode; of 
attack. 

» • " • . 

In, fact,,. an loany occasions, it has been uarunl 
to attack the enemy's Fortresses by sinldeti 
assault, in preference to going through the cere- 
mony of opening even a common battery. 
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Nay, to suoh ' a dfigrfi^ ba« tbh t^Lgefot pn^ OHAP. 
cipitate «easores>bttn oiurried, that^ ilbe <»il]i y^ ^Jjj 
former Author, who wrMek professedly en thp yg^g 
Attatk'oflvdian Fortresses, has reeomitieiided 
the mediod othloming open the gates of a lar§9 
Weil garrisoiledii^prtresfe, "with a gun in buosid 
da;^ lightv^in firefef elice (0 f beiileging^ k.t iHt 
imntionia sortie iii^tanees^ itr^ whtcd^ this extltH 
ardinfiry^niode of attack has sacceededv and 
I afii a^vtrare that many similar ones niigh|: be 
added; but we shall find hi the nuraepous 104 
$ianeesy in which it has failed, i^ndantreaab* 
fornot adopting too hastily, as a. general rule, 
aiiiethod,thestiodess«4if w4iich, I doaotserupife 
to nay^ depatds aniirely npoD the Garrison 
being devoid of common msol ntiou, and of coni^ 
mon sense.f ^ 

i It. wou^ swell the presatt Volame too tnaftli, 
to enudieffate all the varieiies of fortune, by 
'•>'■.' . , • . '• . • ^ • . • . • ' 

* Py way of example, he states his opinion, that this mode 
ox attack would nave insured the capture of Bhurtpoor. 
* t The'Katives often iuild up the' gateway, which tendtts 
ihetAowmgiti6pen«n4i|igiini«i|»iiioa(>le. Itnis had betn 
l^ar^f^ doi^ M ^tJimVf ^b^n uttacked bgr ut in IBO^.i 
whjeil tb^ wk^t^ pf Ibe gat^ay w;as buiU vp, wjtb the ^xf^p- 
tiop of the wicket. Ten or eleven shots wer« fired^ before 
ttiat was blown open, after which the assailants crept in, one 
man at k time, and succ<e^ed in taking the place, having 
'pii^o«sly'siy|taine4 a omisiderable loss by tlie ^n^emy's <fire, 
whilst their progress was stopped at the wicket. ThtersttiM& 
WA> 199de at n^i^-day^ 

O 2 
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CHAP, which those headstrong assaalts have been 
J^}^ attended; bttt the attempt to blow open the 
1819 8^^^^ of the fortified Pagoda of Chillahibarain, 
in 1781, affords too striking anexampH to be 
passed over in silence, of the ease with wbicb 
such attempts may be repulsed, by a little 
judgement on the part of the besieged. The 
attack on this post was made at night, with 
four battalions of Sepoys, 2 twelve-pounders, 4 
six-pounders, and 2 howitzers, under the per- 
sonal command of Sir Eyre Coote. The 
Pettah and the gate of a second inclosnre, 
which surrounded the place, at the distance of 
100 yards, were immediately carried. Afler 
this, it was necessary to force open three more 
gates, strengthened by intermediate traverses, 
before the body of the place could be entered. 
The troops succeeded in breaking through 
the two -first of these, but the space between 
the second and the third (or inner) gate, which 
was commanded by the ramparts of the body of 
the place, was filled with thatched huts ; and 
a few lighted portfires dropped on these from 
above, assisted by bundles of straw, and janH of 
oil, thrown down to increase the conflagration, 
formbd a barrier, which it was found impossible 
to pass ; so that the assailants were qbliged to 
retreat with great loss, leaving a gun behind 
them. 

It is to I)e observed, that although the Acitbor 
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allud,ed to describes the gateway as the weakest CHAP, 
point ill the Native Fortresses of Hindostan^ sj!^ 
this is for from being the case^ on the Western |g|g 
side of India, when the gates are always very 
intricate and numerous, and they are also (at 
least the interior ones) the only parts^ where 
any attention appears to be paid to a flankidg 
defence; and if occasional success in aiiy 
method of attack be sufficient to recommend it 
for general adoption, the Native way ofbreaking 
open a gate with an Elephant, which was prac- 
tised by ourselves in two instances in the late 
war,* possesses equal claims to such distinc- 
tion. 

An escalade is equally objectional;)le as a 
general system, but as a coup de main^ is more 
likely to succeed than the former method ; for 
an enemy may be taken by surprise, and his 
attention distracted from the real point of 
attack ; which is impossible, when a gate is to 
be blown open. The noise and preparations 
necessary to bring up guns,, at once prevent 

* In 1818, at Compta, a place in the Nagpoor Rajah's 
dominions, where it succeeded, and at Larig^, a Fort, in the 
same Coimtry, and attacked about the same time, where it 
failed. In 1751, Arcot, when defended by the immortal 
dive, was attacked in this way by Chunda Saib, who sent 
forward elephants, with plates of iron hung on their foreheads 
to break down the gates ; and here the natural consequence 
of such an attempt ensued, for the animals being wounded^ 
turned round, and trampled on their own party. 
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CUAP^ sur^rise^ aad a» there is telddm more than oae 
^J{^ eutrarioe tt> n Fcirt ; to tftat poiMl, the attentira 
1M9. ^^Q^rrison must iieceBrafily be directed. 
An attemlrt at fl|ur{>rise^ hoWever^ ^htch \s 
MBeetial to tb^ sUcx^ss of ao escalade^ or of 
aay other Mtrp de ntatVt may be frustrlrted by 
the slightest aocidentA The escalade of Ma- 
dura, in 1757> although ad taiirably plaoiied, 
was repulsed through the barking of a dog, 
which alarmed the gArriBon*''^ 

^ * If the d^fedd^ts ate tt^tok^ bf A^ pdidt, Which id to be 
tai^^y M:^ce(is t^n htrdly be ^xpodUd. The ottkck oli 
Bohike bjr the French> ntiet Monsieur Bussyi in 1767, 
whilst it proves this, exhibits (he Native Indian character in 
such an extraordinary light, that I shall, perhaps, be pardoned 
for introducing it. iThis was a petty square l^ort, with a 
irbund toWer at each aiigle, hating its Wafts 6nlyiS0'fbet 
tiigh, With a rampant of 13 feet^ aid was l^aitbonkl >y too 
Folygam. Tba Rmch attncklsd it Wilh m ferae of 7dO 
fiuropeans, and 110Q Peoas, divided it into four bodies, 
with a field-piece attached to each. They commenced their 
operations at daybreak. By nine o'clock, the field-pieces 
had l)altei^d the parapet, which was only 3 ^eet thicl^, 
'^nftbt^aily to admit of tfan soafing laddeta h^hg ap^li^. 
After vainly attem|»ting for an hour to mount by th^gm^ the 
attack ceased till the breaches of the parapet were increased. 
Another attempt was then made, but proved as fruitless as 
the first ; and at two o'clock, not a man haying been able to 
mount the rampart, a second cessation was ordered. At this 
^period, the Pqlygar Chieftain despairing of success, sum- 
moned his braye followers, and repre.sented to them the only 
alternative, by which their wives and families could be saved 
from dishonour^ This cruel measure was instantly acted 
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» 

If, frcNti want of time for carrying on regular CHAP. 
c^ieratioiifi, orfrom other drcnmstances, e e«wp ^^^ 
de mam be ^ooaidered oeceasaryi audi such I am ^^ 
amtne ivill often be the cai^; millings wherje 
there is only one iine of mrorks, and those of 
mud» appears to me preferable to £Uiy of the 
methods which hare been in gen^*al use; as 
beii^ eqsially caipeditious^ more certaia^ and 
less haaardona to the assaiJaiits. la biowing 
opett agate, er in an escalade, tJieexpos«re<of a 
number of troops is indmpeoaaUe.* In imifi- 
iag, the work ia done by two or three^ nor are 
they ia nmch danger, fer, a mia^ working in 
front of a tower, could not be touched by mus- 
ketry ;t aad aamail mantiet,> placed against it 

ttpon ; ati4 4tie wh^le of the women nod diildren were sneri- 
ficed to tfasM iiigb "but aiistakes netioiit of ilMMiour. Baviiig 
this Ua|ic pwsMia, ibe asMilanto took Ad?|laiai9^of Urn afaseoce 
of those men who were employed io it, aiid forced their way 
into the place, where the Gaqison disdaining to accept of 
quarter, continued Cheir resistance, until every man was put to 
the sword. 

* The best and bravest men in an Army are generally 
most exposed in this sort of service. tTie success at the gate 
of Bangalore, in 1794, one of the most important of the kind 
ever gained, was dearly purchased by the life of Colonel 
Moorhouse, who fell on that occasion. At the attack of the 
gateway of the Pagoda, of donjeveram, in 1759, to which 
there were no gaftes, and which was defended only by a small 
ravelin, thrown up by the French before it, no less than 
four Officers were killed and five wounded by one discharge 
of a gun, after the assaflants had carried the ravelin. 

t The Author had an opportunity of ascertaining this, at 
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CHAP, at a safficient angle, woald protect him from 
^^' , stones or other missiles from above, till be bad 
1819. *^^8®^ himself in the work, where he would be 
perfectly secure from any annoyance but that 
of sallies, which, of course, covering parties 
would be so placed, as to prevent ;~ and, with 
workmen at all expert in mining, the whole 
might be effected in one night. The only ill- 
stance, which I can find of this having been 
attempted, was in 1752, at the Pagoda of 
Velore, in the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly, 
and where it was completely successful. The 
walls of this Pagoda were of stone, and a large 
gateway was built up with mud, to prevent it 
from being blovirn open. A small party of Eu- 
ropeans, having marched in a dark night, con- 
cealed themselves in a neighbouring water 
course ; and one man having advanced, dug un- 
der the wicket, which was left in the gate, and 
having placed a barrel of powder in the cham- 
ber he formed there, the explosion brought 

the Siege of Malligaum, where he sat with a European, and 
three or four Pioneers, for half an hour in broad daylight, 
in front of one of the towers, against which scahng ladders 
had been reared for the escalade of the outer work, on the 
Pettah side. The enemy could not see the party to dislodge 
them with musketry/ and the ladders being placed at an angle, 
and covering them, warded off the stones which were thrown 
from above. A portable mantlet for the miner on this prin- 
ciple, might be invented for general use. 
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down the mod work and terrace of the gateway, CHAP, 
and fornied a practicable entrance;* vJ!^ 

I cannot conclude my remarks on tbe^ rash ig^g^ 
assaults, which have been in such general use 
in India, better than by quoting the opinion 
advanced on the same subject by Bousmard, 
a deservedly esteemed writer, on the Attack 
and Defence of Fortified Places. He observes, 
that the ai^uments in favour of such rash at- 
tempts, when thoroughly analyzed, do not 
merit the smallest attention : that if they be 
discussed by a due consideration of the means 
necessary for carrying them into effect, and of 
the dijfficulties whidi oppose their success, 
they usually evaporate, without leaving in the 
crucible any other deposit, than the caput mar- 
tuumy of the ignorance and folly of the pro- 
poser .-f 

The Author of the Observations on the At- 
tack of Mud Forts in India, to whose Work I 

*■ Talneir, the attack of whtch, has led to so much dis- 
cussion^ and where we. lost so many Officers, might certainly 
have been taken by the method 1 have here suggested. The 
gateway of this Fort wa3 the strongest part of it^ while the 
ravines running close to the ramparts, would have afforded 
great additional facilities to the miners, if this method could 
' have been adopted ; but, strange as it may appear, there was 
not a single miner, or a single mining tool in the whole of the , 
First Division. 

t See Bousmard's Essai General de FortiBcatipn, Liv. vi. 
Chap. V. *' Des attaques irregulieres et brusque^sde if^laices 
Fortes, et des moyens de defense a y opposer," 
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CHAP, have before ^alludedi. deserves the praipe of 
^^' having been the&TMt wrtier^ whoex{»osed to 
1819 i^'^'^ potice, the verj imperfect and vicious 
oiode o£ attack, bUheito ^ geottaiijr puriiiied 
He states, that out of seven stoms, at wiiicfa 
be was present, be has sosn no less tbnfive 
n»9uecessful, in wbich, upwards of 120 Bri- 
tish Officers and 9000 men \tere kilied aad 
wounded. This simple fact speaks volumes 
afi to the itecessity of eome MBproveipeDt, 
whatever difference :of opiBioti naay exist as 
to the pecttliar plan. that ought to be adopted. 
The same Work contaios several tisefai sag- 
gestioDS, ki one pf wlMb I entirely agree 
with him, M to the expediency of introdutcMg 
die use of hand gneuades, which are at yn^esent 
ahnost uaknown in India** 

Having allowed this Author the merit to which 
he is justly entitled, I must now enter upon the 
Jess pleasiing task of jpotnting out Ms ertors. 
Whilst he iamehtfifi^ as I havedone, the disas- 
trous 'reimlts of many of our sieges, he seetns to 
iSiink that the work« of the rude Natives of 
Hindostan are i^tronger (not weaker) than those 

• ♦ Iti^ ««»e «^hand grenades as * hritiidn of ittstriidlMi, 
lias f ecetiUy bfeen r^ored iti (En^and, not oiiy tn Hie Roytil 
£iigioeeir Depaitmevift, vAadk ims the (irdt to adcrpt it, bat 
also iu several Regiments of Infantry, whose Grenadier Com- 
fanieA hate been practised iti (!his long forgtytten art, from 
tHiich alone Oiey derived fhek title. 
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of Ihe mofil wiestfiit modern BBgioeers; Imtl CHAP. 

aceordinglyi under this extraordinary impnes- ^'' 

«ioii, he rejects the 4iap and the mine) wtdcfa ^^^ 

iiave tHfUBoifihed cfter fbe sfaroikgeBt Fortresses 

"nf S^rope, add proptises in lieu of then to rab- 

stitule a liew iteethod of attack of bis oim^ to 

tomaiedce itnmediateif after tbeestabltsbnient 

of the third parallel. To quote bis own iv^ords, 

'' the Msadlt (he says) nauBt not be made till 

^ the RdvirBe^rall^beBS completely destroyed, 

^' as vebav^ before tecehDmc»def),tbat the par- 

'^ rapet lof the ranfepart and bdstions«h6oM be ; 

^^ 190 that no corer-fdr mndketry may remain 

^' dpon it^ and (bid cfim oaly be done by a bat- 

" 4ery on the crown of the giacie^ (^^hich is ex- 

'' tneisiely difficulil te ootistroct, and linUeto 

'' be biowtt mp hy thetenemy's co«Atermiii»l^) 

^^ or by an etevated battery, the guds of ivbich 

'^ would bear upon die parapel of the reunite 

.'* wall over tbe glacis, - «wkh socb ^a ptnnge, <as 

'^ to destroy tbe whole of its defences. Suppos- 

'' ing sudi ia battery to be placed at the dis- 

'' tance of eighty y^rds tirom the couMerscarpj; 

^' (hat the ditch is ten yarda wide, that the 

'^ glacis 4s dine feet high, (which is moTre^Mui 

' * The toiirmt trail, so ^ted in i^ome parts of India, is a 
io«^ flHHssdbriiy *^Yi, usmtlly iMl^nding Ae taiupart of "Ae 
bd4j of the pkaoe of ati InduHi Fmrtness, and imMeditA^ly 
<over the scarp of ike tnain ditchi as at M^nigaiiiv* Seo the 
description of that Fortress (P^ge 111). 
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CHAP. " they generally are) and the rounee wall is 

^J[^ " two feet higher than the crown of the glacis, 

1819 '^ ^^ eleven feet higher than the common level 

'^ of the ground, the elevation of the platform 

'' of the battery, so as to enable its gons to 

bear upon the rounee wall, three feet below 

the crown of the parapet, ought to be about 

" fourteen feet" 

In considering this plan, it may be asked in 
the first place, whether the destruction of 3 
feet, below which the battery he describes 
cannot bear, would answer the A u thorns inten- 
tion. I apprehend not. The parapets of such 
works are often 7 feet high, from which if 3 feet 
be taken, 4 feet will remain, a height which 
affords cover more than sufficient to defeat his 
object. N ow if we suppose that 4 feet of para- 
pet ar6 to be destroyed instead of 3, and with 
this slight alteration, take every other dimen- 
sion stated by the Author for correct, his gun 
platforms will require to be elevated 25 feet 
above the natural ground ; but if it be sup- 
posed that 5 feet are to be destroyed, they will 
require an elevation of no less than 30 feet 
above that level. Moreover, in all cases, these 
batteries must be protected by a parapet of at 
least 7 feet high. Hence by adopting such a 
system, an Engineer would have to undertake 
a battery of from 21 to 32 and 37 feet, in total 
height, in proportion as he might find it iieces- 



^f- 



SYSTEM OF TH£ AUTHOR ON MUD FORTS. 221 

% 

sarjr to destroy 3^ 4, or 5 feet of the RoaHee CHAP, 
parapet. ^'" 



Thus the plan of the Author alluded to will. ig%Q^ 
not bear bdhg looked into in detail, since it 
involves works of such enormous magnitude, 
as may be compared with the great mounds or 
cavaliers raised by the ancients in their sieges; 
and the execution of which would waste a 
quantity of time and labour, that could ill be 
spared, and might be much better employed, 
at such an interesting period of the 0|)erations.* 

After destroying, the rounee wall by these 
immense cavalier batteries, the Author pro- 
poses to storm the place by means of flying 

* This m^od of attack has been actuaUy attempted by the 
Natives of India, particularly at the siege of Tellicherry, in 
1782, conducted by one of Hyder's Generals, who after 
several vain attempts in the usual style of attack, constructed 
a cavalier battery of the na^re alluded to. It was formed 
with trunks of trees and earth rammed between the intervals, 
with guiis at the top, whidi were elevated to a sufficient 
height to overlook the place. The fate of this particular work 
is not recorded ; but as the siege was afterwards raised, and 
mostnof the besiegers with their guns, taken in a sally by the 
Garrison, it is fair to conclude, that it was not found to 
answer the end proposed. 

. Another example of this mode of attack occurred about 
20 years before, when Clive was besieged in Arcot by 
Chonda Saib. A house in the Pettah, near the rampart, 
served as the base of a mound, which was made by the be- 
siegers, sufficiently high to see into every part of the Fort. 
The Garrison, waited, until it was completed, and then a few ' 
shot brought down the whole mass. 
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OHAP. Iad<)er8, foriBing^ z bridge across the ditch. Aiiy 
^* person conversant with the practice of me^ 
lglg dianics^ will undoHbledly prapoutiee' this 
scheme to be perfectly imphMslficabie, unless the 
Garmon will Consent to remaiA* pftssiTe -atid 
«nc€Miceraed, whilst the bteitsgif ro are workiiif 
at their rafies, to get ^ tite :t arious parts of* this 
complex machine, into the proposed posrkioM. 
' Haviiig thus stated the defective system tlM^ 
has uspally been followed l)^ us in the attack 
of Fortresses in Indta^ apd' ei^rposed the errors, 
of the onl jr Writer, who ha» jieretofore ton- 
sid^red the subject,* the reader will itatorally 
export me to^scibstHute sdtnethingbetteri For«- 
tunately the tajsk is &tr ifrom difictilt; and 
involves nothing doubtful, nothing ex perittaferi- 
tal, nothing, that properly speaking, can eveti 
be considered new. AH that is requiried re- 
solves itself into two heads. , 
, First, to follow, in our future sieges,; those 
old, established, well knownri^les, which Have 
prevailed in Europe for mofc than 120 years ; 
namely, to work up to, and crown the crest of 
the glacis by sap, to blow in or pierce tb^ CQnt^' 

' * Itis Mot ray iatention, absolutely to condemn a* eo^ de 
maiHf or mm irregular siege, under ail circimslanees. But 
tforely in f&e attack of Fortresses, garrisoned by men ef any 
resoiaCiofi aiHi In sufficient numbers to man the works, tMs 
mode of proeeeding should not be the genend ri4e, as Iras 
aafbrtamateiy been the case with us in India, but an exception 
to it, admissible only under peculiar eirearostances. 
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terscarp; and to fill up, if necessary, or other- CHAP. 
wise to provide for the effectual passage of the ^^• 
ditches, before ^th|B ilr^tebei^ eflfected by the jgjg 
battering gun, or by th^ mine, be assaulted. : 

Secondly^ to oi^arnize the Engineer Depiart- 
mfent of each IVesidency in Ihdia, m siich a 
manner, aB tp ennble the Officers to act upon 
the above system, with a fair and reasonable 
hope of succ^ess, which ha3. not hitherto been 
the case. This again involves no new or untried 
idea. It merely requfres these Officers to be 
assisted by a body df Engineer soldiers, trained ^ / " 
to the fidd duties of their Department; and no - 
Army in Europe* excepting perhaps the Turks, ' 
is unprovided with a G6rps of this kind, wliich, 
inmost services, is considered the most vahiable, 
and distinguished specie^ of Infentry. 

The principles, thus announced, will be fur- 
ther developed in another Chapter, which will 
conclude the Work. 
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# CHAPTER VII. 



THE SAME SUIUECT CONTINUED. MODIFICATIONS IN 
THE USUAL SYSTEM OF ATTACK, THAT 8iiOUIJ> BE 
ADOPTED, IN REFERENCE TO THE PECUI^AR CON- 
STRUCTION OF INDIAN FORTRESSES. THE NECESSITY 
OF HAVING A CORPS OF ENGINEER SOIJ>IERS AT- 
TACHED TO EACH OF THE COMPANY'S^ ARMIES. 
REMARKS ON THE BEST ORGANIZATION OF SUCH 
CORPS. CONCLUSION OF THE WORK. 



CHAP. Of two important improvements su^ested in 
s,^^^ the preceding Chapter, having urged in the first 
1819. pistce, the necessity of abandoning those irre- 
gular modes of proceeding, which have led to 
such lamentable failures in our Indian si^es, 
and having recommended the s^doption in 
future of that approved and scientific system 
of attack* which has been crowned by unfailing 
success ill Europe ; it is not my intention to 
describe in detail tlie operations of a regular 
siege, which as far as such matters can be 
learned by mere theory, ferm a part of the 
4^ourse of instruction at all Military Academies, 
and are explained more or less clearly in a 
great number of elementary writers. I shall 
only attempt briefly to point out those modifi- 
cations of the rules alluded to, which the pe- 
culiar construction of the Native Fortresses* 
may render adviseable. 
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In besieging an Indian Fortress, it may CHAP, 
appear scarcely necessary to observe, that a ^T^ 
salient angle should be chosen as the point of jvio^jgca- 
attack ; that the Pettah, or any other ground ^^''^aw'' 
near the place, capable of affording cover, J^^,,**^ 
should be occupied, in order to diminish the *^^"\^^?|j 
labour of making parallels and approaches ; r®^|"|"^® 
and that ricochet batteries should be estab- «"^*«'*.c<>"- 

strnction 

lished : and the approaches pushed on towards of Indian 

. \^'^ '^ Fortresses. 

the exterior hue of works by the nymg sap, and 
continued by the regular sap, as soon as that 
more cautious mode of proceeding is found ne- 
cessary. These rules, in fact, are precisely the 
same that would be followed in attacking every 
Fortress, lef its nature be what it may, and 
therefore I shall uot enlarge upon this part of 
the operations, remarking only in respect to the 
enfilading fire, that two well appointed ricochet 
batteries, placed in the prolongation of those 
two faces of the Fort, which form the angle 
attacked, will generally suffice."* By these 
simple operations, which may be completed in 

* The foregoing journals have bom frequent testimony 
to the excellence of the Madras Artillery, who are perhaps 
equal to any in the world. If there be any point of their 
duty, in which there is room for improvement, the practice of 
ricochet firing, as a regular branch of instruction, may be 
suggested. This method, formidable as it is against every 
species of rampart, would be peculiarly so, if applied to the 
straight lined ramparts of the Native Forts, which are seldom 
provided with traverses to counteract its effects. 

P 
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CHAP, a few days, the besiegers will have advanced to 

^ ^^}\ within close musket shot of the exterior line of 

tk defence, after which, expert Sappers will be 

required for executing the regular single or 

, double sap, the progress of which is at the rate 

of about 3 or 4 yards an hour. 

At this period of the siege, the peculiar nature 
of the exterior line of works first begins to 
influence the operations. Some Indian For- 
tresses have a glacis in front of the main ditch, 
as at Nowa, which had also a partial or imper- 
fect covered way. From the statement of the 
Author on the attack of Mud Forts before 
quoted, it appears that most of the Native 
Fortresses of Hindostan, are provided with a 
glacis, in the manner now under consideration. 
In the attack of these, the practice of crown- 
ing the crest of the glacis by sap, must be 
followed as in Europe, and batteries may be 
constructed there for the purpose of breaching 
the low faussebray or rounee wall, which almost 
invariably surrounds the principal rampart of 
the body of the place. It is possible, how- 
ever, that batteries, so placed on the crest of 
the glacis, and firing across a very deep and 
narrow ditch, may not be able to bear sufficient- 
ly low, to eflfect a practicable breach in the 
scarp revetment of the faussebray. In this 
case, therefore, it may sometimes be proper 
to blow in the counterscarp and part of the 

r 
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glacis by mining, in order to lay open the feus- CHAP. 
sebray to the fire of batteries, placed in a more ^^^' ^ 

retired situation on the glacis. ^ 

If on the contrary, the Fortress besieged 
should have no glacis, but an exterior iticlo- 
sure, consisting of a simple rampart, beyond 
the faussehray and the main ditch, as at Malli- 
gaum, the mode of proceeding muilrt be some^ 
what different Whilst the sap is advancing 
towards this rampart, which is usually of md^ 
derate height, and constructed of mud, Miners 
must be sent forward, to lodge themselves in the 
lower or solid part of three or four of the prin- 
cipal towers, in which they will prepare cham- 
bers for blowing them up. But if this rampart 
should be built with solid masonry, then 
instead of attaching the miners to the wall at 
once, it may be necessary* to commence the 
mines requisite for the demolition of the towers, 
by means of galleries carried under the level 
of the foundation. On the explosion of the 
mines thus prepared, troops must be in readi- 
ness to move forward immediately, and occupy 
the exterior line of works of the Fortress, 
which will then be laid completely open to 
assault, and from which, in all probability, 
the enemy will retire, without waiting the issue 
of a personal conflict. This will form an ex- 
cellent parallel for the ulterior operations, 

provided that in certain parts ofit a parapet 

p2 
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CHAP, be formed on the reverse of the terreplein 
^Jl^ towards the enemy, either by taking down the 
original parapet, and turning it, asit were, inside 
out, or otherwise. 

The next consideration is the passage of the 
ditch, and the formation of a practicltble breach 
in the rounee wall, for which purpose, if the 
exterior rampart, now supposed to be in the 
possession of the assailants, should be too near 
to the counterscarp, to admit of a breaching 
battery being placed in the interval, it must be 
cleared away by mines, fired for this express 
purpose. If on the contrary there should be a 
considerable space of ground intervening, this 
space must be occupied, and the. sap extended 
to thebrink of the ditch, and a proper breaching 
battery established, in the same manner, as was 
before described, ^p treating of the attack of 
the simple glacis, or counterscarp. 

It is possible, however, that under peculiar 
<;ircumstances, it may not appear advisable to 
attempt to breach the faussebray by battering 
guns. In this case, galleries for the descent of 
the ditch must be excavated, and the counter- 
scarp revetment pierced, after which the pas- 
sage of the ditch must be executed by sap, 
and the rounee wall or scarp-revetment of the 
faussebray must be breached by parties of 
Miners, pushed forward for that purpose. At 
the same time, a battery must be constructed 
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to breach also the high interior line of defence CHAP. u^v. 
or principal rampart of the body of the place, ^"* 
immediately above the breaches in the fausse- 
bray ; and mines must be prepared to blew in 
the counterscarp opposite to these breaches.* 
The explosions should be so timed, as to take 
place, as soon as the breaches in the body of 
the place are practicable, but not before ; and 
the storming party must be in readiness to push 
forward across the ruins, the very moment 
that these are fired, as was done at Nowa, 
where the explosion of the mines was the sig- 
nal of assault. These operations, perilous and 
difficult to men ignorant of such duties, are 
easy of execution to properly trained Sappers 
and Miners, as has been prov'ed by the nu- 
merous sieges of Europe, where the deep and 
broad ditches of well flanked Fortresses have 

* The quantity of powder to be used in these mines will 
depend upon the nature of the counterscarp, and idso 
upon whether it is reveted. The ditches of Native For- 
tresses are frequently without revetments; for the earth in 
some parts of India is of great tenacity, and notwithstanding 
the heavy periodical rains, it will stand at a much less slope, 
than in Europe. The Author remembers the ditches of 
Berwanee, a Fortress on the South bank of the Nerbudda, 
which had been formed several years, and to which, from the 
inquiries he made, he found that no great attention was paid, 
and yet they were standing in very tolerable order, at a slope 
of about one fourth. He could not discover, whether the 
earth had been prepared in the first instance, to enable it to 
resist the effects of the weather, and to preserve its slope. 
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f CHAP, b^^i^ passed, and their scarp revetments 
^y^ breached by mining^ in spite of all the efforts 
of defenders, much excelling the Natives of 
Indit in discipline and military skill, and cer- 
tainly not inferior to them in personal qpurage. 

To pretend, like the Author of the Book on 
Mnd Forts, before quoted, that the same pro- 
cess could not be applied, with at least equal 
success, to the passage of the imperfectly 
flanked ditches of the rude fortifications of the 
Natives of India, is, I conceive, a most glaring 
and pernicious error, that could only have 
arisen from the limited experience of the irre- 
gular sieges, and vicious system of attack, of 
which that Author was a witness. 

Having thus briefly described a mode of 
attack, which by taking advantage of the de- 
fects of the Indiai^ system of fortifying, and by 
bringing into play the science and experience 
attained by Europeans in the art of sieges, 
would place the reduction of the strongest Na- 
tive Fortresses beyond the power of chance, 
and would render unavailing the most des- 
perate valour and the greatest exertions of their 
Garrisons ; before I proceed to another branch 
of my subject, it may be proper to notice some 
points already treated of, a little more in 
detail. 

First, in regard to the proper distance for 
breaching batteries^ it may beremarked,that even 
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when they are tiot from circumstances obliged to CHAP. ^ 
be advanced to the crest of the glacis, or to the Jj[}^ 
counterscarp, I should not recommend them to 
be established at more than 150 yards fr#m tlie 
wall, that is to be battered. At the siege of 
Ghingleput, in 1752, fourtwenty-four-pounders 
at 500 yards distance, were found to have .no 
effect At 200 yards, a practicable breach was 
afterwards made with the same guns, both in the 
outer and inner walls, in the space of four days, 
and had the distance been still further di- 
minished to about 100 yards, the breach would 
in all probability have been effected in half that 
time. If the ramparts of an Indian Fortress 
are of stone, the curtain should generally be 
battered in preference to the towers, as the 
shot are apt to be reflected from the latter, 
owing to their circular form, and the hardness 
of the material of which they are built. The 
propriety of this rule was exemplified in a re- 
markable way At the siege of Palghaut, in 1 781 , 
where the besiegers in vain attempted to breach 
one of the round towers of the Fort, which 
was composed of very large blocks of granite, 
laid in the manner technically called '^headers," 
in architecture, so as to present their ends., not 
their sides, to the shot. In 1790, when the 
Fort was again attacked, one of the curtains 
was breached in a few hours. 

If all the works of a Fort be constructed of 
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CHAP, mud, the breaches in each inclosiire or Hue of 
^h J defence will be better and more quickly eflfected 
by mining, than by battering guns, for such is 
the nature of these earthen revetments, that the 
shot bury and lodge themselves in the mnd, 
without bringing it down. Live shells, the 
effect of which against earthen works, has been 
proved in Europe to be much greater than that 
of shot, may also be used to advantage; but it 
may justly be asserted, thkt there is no country 
in the world, in which mining may be used for 
the purposes of attack, to so much advantage 
as in India, where the ill flanked outline enables 
the Miner to lodge himself at once, in the face of 
the rampart, without the necessity of approach- 
ing it by subterraneous galleries, and where the 
mud, of which the works are composed, is soft 
enough to be penetrated with ease, and yet of 
sufficient tenacity to stand without woodwork 
of any description.* 

Captain Coventry, of the Madras Engineers, 
tried an interesting experiment, connected 
with this subject, in the year 1818, at Amul- 
iieir. It was his intention, in the attack of that 
Fort, to have breached the rampart by mining; 
but as the place surrendered without resistance, 

* This would of course render the progress of the Miner 
more expeditious, than in soil, where regular mine frames and 
sheeting are necessary, in which the work proceeds seldom 
faster than at the average rate of one foot per hour. . 
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he resolved, on receiving an order to destroy the CHA 
works, to put to the test, the plan of operation, 
that he had previously determined to pursue, if 
the place had stood a siege. Accordingly he 
ran a gallery under one of the circular towers, 
and placed 1 100 lbs. of powder in the chamber, 
the line of least resistance being 22 feet : and 
although the powder was of inferior quality, 
being made by the Natives, the effect of the 
explosion was very considerable, throwing 
down the whole of the tower, and a part of the 
adjacent curtain.'^ 

It may further be remarked, that it is better 
to effect a breach by mining, than by battering 
guns, so far as regards the expenditure of shot, 
not so much, however, on account of the ex- 

* The Author of the Book on Mud Forts thinks Mining use- 
less as an agent of attack, because when it has been attempted 
he has seen it fail, the besiegers being twice effectually coun- 
termined. Instead of this circumstance operating as a dis- 
couragement, it ought to be an incentive to us, not to allow 
any of the !^atives of India to excel us in so important a 
branch of the art of War. However expert the Natives of 
Hindostan, where that Author served, may have been in the 
practice of Mining, it is absolutely impossible, that their 
Chiefs could have directed them with the same science as the 
Company's Engineers, to whom they were opposed. If the 
latter had been at the head of a body of well trained Miners, 
the result of their labours must therefore have undoubtedly 
been success, instead of failure. In those parts of India, where 
I have served, the Natives have little or no knowledge of 
Mining. 
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CHAP, pense,* as the difficulty of conveyiDg a sufficient 
^11j quantity of this most essential article of store. 
In regard to the best hour of storming a For- 
tress, after practicable breaches are effected by 
the battering gun, or by the mine, opinions are 
divided. The morning, noon,t and night,^; 

* Even this is a matter of some consequenee, if it be con- 
sidered, that itmay require three months to convey the shot to 
the advanced Divisions, and that it may be a year more before 
they are used : that in the Madras service they are always 
transported on bullocks, each of which carries only 4 eighteen- 
pound shot, and involves an expense of nearly five rupees a 
month, over and above the prime cost of the animal. Thus 
if the value of the shot, and of Sea carriage to India, be 
also taken into consideration, some idea may be formed 
of the sum, which every cannon ball qosts the State l>^fore 
it is fired. There has generally been a deficiency of shot, 
especially towards the close of our sieges^ when rewards, 
of firom one quarter of a rupee to two rupees a piece, 
have been offered for the shot brought in, According to the 
exigencies of the service, and the number of camp followers, 
who may have been disposed to hazard their lives in this pur- 
suit. It is remarkable, that at the siege of Asseerghur, Sir 
John Malcolm's Division carried away mote shot than they 
brought with them, owing to the reward offered being a trifle 
higher, than in the other Divisions. 

t The storming of Seringapatam took place in- the middle of 
the day ; but it appears that the unusual bustle of the prepara- 
tions in the trenches, attracted the notice of several of Tippoo's 
principal Officers, who were fully aware of the intended 
assault, and requested him to prepare for it, but in vain ; as 
a blind fatality seems to have characterized all his actions, 
towards the close of his life and reign. 

X Orme gives a strong opinion in favour of night attacks. 
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have each their advocates. For my part, I CHAP. 
should be inclined to recommend as a general ,J^l^ 
principle, subject however to such variations 
as local circumstances may require, to com- 
mence the assault in the very early part of the 
morning, before there is sufficient light for the 
enemy to distinguish objects correctly. At 
this time, they will also have had the &tigue of 
watching all night, and to exhaust the Garrison 
the more, a false alarm in the course of the 
night may previously be resorted to. Had the 
advance to the storm at M alligaum taken place 
half an hour earlier, as was originally intended, 
there is reason to believe that many valuable 
lives might have been saved, and that the result 
might have been very different. 

I have thus attempted to describe a line of 
operations, which would place the reduction 
of the strongest Native Fortresses beyond the 
power of chance, and which by being grounded 
on the principle of taking advantage of the 
faults and inferiority of construction, observable 

After relating the extraordinary success of the French under 
Monsieur Bussy, in 1750, in the assault of Gingee, which 
was considered the strongest Hill Fort in die Carnatic, he 
observes, that *' had the attack been made in daylight, it 
" could not have succeeded, for the Moors, as well as Iq- 
** dians, often defend themselves very obstinately behind 
** strong walls, but it should seem that no advantage either of 
*' numbers or situation, can countervail the terror witJi which 
** they are struck, when attacked at night. 
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CHAP, in the Oriental system of Fortification, and of 

^^^' bringing into play the science and experience 

attained by Europeans in the art of attack, 

would render unavailing and nugatory the most 

desperate valour, and the greatest exertions of 

their Garrisons. But with all the advantages, 

that this improved system of attack will 4in- 

doubtedly offer, it can never be expected, that 

it shall generally be acted upon in India, until 

the Army of each Presidency shall be provided 

with the proper means for carrying it into 

effect, with a fair prospect of success, which 

Theneces-has never yet been th^ case. This leads me to 

ingaCorps the consideration of the second improvement, 

neerlli- before-meutioued, namely, the necessity of hav- 

attached ing a well trained Corps of Engineer Soldiers, 

ihe^in^ or of men properly instructed and exercised 

Araics. beforehand, in all the operations of a siege, to 

^sigist the Engineer Officers in their arduous 

duties in the field. Of all the defects, that have 

hitherto led to those lamentable disasters, with 

which many of our Indian sieges have been 

attended, the want of such a Corps has been 

the most glaring and pernicious ; and if that 

defect be remedied, all the minor arrangements 

and improvements necessary will follow, as a 

matter of course. 

During the whole of the wars, that have 

hitherto been carried on in India, the Company's 

' Engineer Officers have never had a man em- 
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ployed under them, who understood before- 'CHAP. 
hand any one of the duties, which he was ^^^ 
required to execute. 

Now, if we were told, that the Artillery of 
any Power consisted of a body of Officers, 
with an establishment of guns and stores, 
and sufficiently instructed in the theory of their 
duties, but who, instead of having a permanent 
Corps of skilful Gunners under their orders, 
were only supplied with men to fight their guns 
on the day of battle ; and that they were under 
the necessity of teaching these men how to load, 
and fire, and to perform all the other necessary 
manoeuvres of Artillery, in the presence of the 
enemy; every military man would naturally 
laugh at such an arrangement as the height of 
absurdity, and one that must lead to the certain 
loss of every action, in which the fire of Artil- 
lery was of the smallest importance. lefj 
absurd as it may appear, such is a correct 
picture of what has hitherto been the actual 
state of the Engineer Department of the Com- 
pany's Armies. The only men generally avail- 
able for the duties of that Department have 
been the Pioneers, and as these men have never 
been employed in military works of this de- 
scription, excepting upon actual service, it has 
been the hard fate of the Engineer Officers, to 
be obliged to teach them every thing that was 
to be done, either when exposed to fire, or at 
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CHAP, least when in the presence of the enemy, and 
^11j ^^^^ *^ waste those precious moments when 
skill, energy, and activity, were most wanted, 
in the irksome and laborious drudgery of su- 
perintending a multitude of little details, which 
in other services would be the duty of a Private, 
or, at the utmost, of a Corporal of Sappers. It 
is a fact, that in our sieges, the Officer of En- 
gineers in person, has often had to teacb a 
Pioneer how to make a gabion or a fascine, and 
to stand over him in the execution of the work.* 

* It may be said, that the Pioneers, after having been em- 
ployed in several successive sieges, must necessarily have 
acquired some portion of that skill, in which they were at first 
deficient, and on this plea it may be urged, that the character 
I have given of their inefficiency is too strong. In reply, I 
need scarcely suggest to the reflecting reader, that the know- 
ledge thus acquired by some individuals out of a large body, 
yfllhout any systematic instruction beforehand, must neces- 
sarily be of a most imperfect nature, and if there, be no regular 
practice afterwards to perpetuate it, it must of course evapo- 
rate almost instantaneously, and become lost to the service 
for ever. And, after all let us ask, what did the Pioneers 
actually do, or what did they learn in those sieges. Were 
they in the habit of crowning the counterscarp by sap ? No ! 
Did they ever work across a dry ditch, or fill up a wet one 
under fire? Never! Did they ever breach an enemry's 
scarp revetments by mining ? Never ! And yet these are 
the duties of Engineer Soldiers. Poor, indeed, would the 
Sapper and Miner be considered in Europe, whose skill like 
that of our most experienced Native Pioneers, extended no 
further than the making of a fascine and a gabion, and having 
some notion of the nature of a battery. By thes^ observa- 
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The confusion, the difficulties, the loss of time, CHAP. 
and the consequent loss of lives, which have ,Y}^ 
attended, and which necessarily must attend, 
such an imperfect mode of proceeding, may 
easily be conceived. Even in the first and 
simplest operations of an irregular siege, such 
as the construction of a portion of a parallel, 
with a common battery or two, these difficul- 
ties have always been sufficient to exhaust the 
bodies, if they could not subdue the spirit of 
the Engineer Officers. What prospect of suc- 
cess, therefore, could an Engineer have had in 
contemplating the long protracted labours, 
attending the ulterior operations of a regular 
siege, such as the execution of the sap under 
close musketry fire, without Sappers, and the 
execution of mines, without Miners? The 
prospect was certainly appaling, and unleaf 
the evils of which 1 now complain be remedied, * 

tioDs, I am far from wishing to depreciate that respectable 
body of men. It has been their itaisfortune, not their faidt, 
that they have been constantly called upon to perform duties 
in the field of a most difficult nature, for which they were not 
qualified, like other soldiers, by previous exercise and instruc- 
tion. So far from blaming them, every Engineer who has 
witnessed their exertions, must admit that they deserve great 
credit for having shown so much zeal, under such very dis- 
couraging circumstances. But the opinions of those Officers 
of the Army, for some there are, who maintain, that the pre- 
sent Pioneers have always been a perfect model of a Military 
Working Corps, and equal to all the wants of the Service, 
cannot be too highly reprobated. 







240 SIEGES OF THE MADRAS ARMY. 

CHAP, io the event of new wars, very few Engineers 
X^l;^j indeed, however scientific or enlightened they 
may be, will venture to attempt much more 
than a small portion of a parallel, and a common 
breaching battery. For the bravest and most 
zealous men, will scarcely dare to incur the 
responsibility of recommending a regular siege, 
when they know that the Army has not the 
means of exec u ting it with proper vigour, or even 
with a reasonable hope of success; and that 
from the general ignorance of such subjects, 
which unfortunately prevails amongst the Offi- 
cers of the British Army, any failure that might 
happen afterwards would be ascribed, not to 
the want of means, which caused it, but, to 
the obstinacy of the Engineer, in proposing an 
impracticable mode of attack. It is true, that 
from time to time, some very strong-minded 
man may follow the just rules of the Art, and 
do his best, without adequate means, in spite 
of every difficulty, and regardless of the con- 
sequences to his own reputation; and it is 
not impossible, that an Engineer, acting upon 
such high-toned principles, may succeed ; bqt 
instances of this kind are very rare indeed, in 
the history of our Indian Campaigns. In the 
late war, the Siege of Nowa, conducted by 
Ensign Oliphant, is the only example of this 
imture; upon which it may be remarked, that 
if that enterprising and skilful Officer had been 
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provided with a body of properly trained Sap-^£[j|^p 
pers and Miners, the place might ondonbtedly VII. 1 
have been taken in half the time.* 

Another cause in some degree contributes to 
the inefficiency of the Engineer Department of 
the Company's Armies on actual service : that 
is the inadequacy of the Officers in point of 
numbers, arising from, the various duties of a 
more civil nature, intrusted to their charge, and 
which leave but a very small proportion dis- 
posable for the field. In the British Service, in 

♦ The siege of Tanjore, in 1773, was mentioned in a former 
note. That of Caroor, in 1760, in which the operations 
were conducted by Captain Richard Smith, is another iH- 
stance of an attack up6n a similar principle, whidi ^Iso 
proved successful. The Fort was square/ with a bastion nt 
each angle, and square towers in the curtains, and had stone 
revetments, with a dry ditch, but no faussebray. In every 
bastion there was a cavalier, consisting of a round tower. 
Captain Smith commenced his attaick by occupying the 
Pettah, which he connected by trenches with some mud 
buildings in front of it, which offered advantageous cover t<( 
the assulants on one side. From thence he pushed hh 
approaches in the direction of one of the salient angles of 
the Fort, to within 40 yards of the ditch, when the enemy^s 
musketry forced him to have recourse to the double sap, %y 
means of which he reached, and crowned, the counterscarp, 
aiid' sprung a mine, which blew the revetment into the ditch, 
after which the Garrison capitulated. The highest praise 
is due to the method, and perseverance, with which he 
brought this siege to a close, with men so very ignorant |md 
inexperienced in such operations, that they were seven days 
and nights in completing about 200 yards of sap. 

Q 
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WkA^, ^tktet.pMtB oi tba worid,. ^bere 'Ibe Ceivps of 
\^X/ ^^^''f^ flngineera is okfAofeA, tea cm elenq 
^^^^^ officers are cOmidiartdtiudiBpaiuaUcfeir a sie^c 
«f the ^t>alle8tmii9bitDd», io evder tdifuroitili 
HbcpeoMBqtiy (relief and (A proTid&lbritiia oa* 
ia»6rouB> c«aaaltM»'iDGidebt Jb ikTM^^maiah ti 
jservictt^- ifiutthitiuuinbeit I faovqaieBtioDed is 
«qual tQ: oae^third of tW. vkeic Cwps of 
iMadrfts EngiDeera;. atididthoagb:ithe <dimatc 
-ttf.'lDdiBi rendeM;>rapm«U>le mich coutinuiad 
|RrBua«l«x«rtiMi^'tefiiay. be made ifi Europe^ 
and, therefore wpuld.aeeHi to ^^^ir^ rather a 
^e^f .nmrnber of iEo(ppeerO$eere Xhsm otber- 
wnc^ ibr a.Mmdeiitf.tt aiintlAr ndttaw ; tbis cir^ 
eirniMdncA bas been m littte'attcMHled to, tb*t 
'Hrerehavewel dow been present M a'siegfehi Itidias 
JsUiScI^nt Eugineers tt* furnish a- propfer relief.* 

* This remulc ^ efju^^ a{fiUcable to the AftUlefy pfficei^, 
.of wliom' thfiie berer wfre sum^ent einplpy«4 .4p the ^ne 
uege to furnish a relief: aQd ^t the S^fij[e 9f AsBeerglMir is 
D^ri^uiar, tb4 OfficerB of xhp Madras Artillery actually liv«(l 
jin Ihp bat(er^B, to which they were respectively attai^etl. 
A large aqf^itt^oiij^how9?e:', ivhich ttiis Corps has rec^ved 
sipce that period, wfll, in all probability, prevent the Eecur- 
renceoCthis ingpnvenietice ; and indeed, the Engineers for^ 
t)i^ pnlw brfuicti of the Madras Arn^y^ which wa^ notincrj^- 
ed at the clese of the Campaign, but wa& allqw^ tp renuin 
of ttie^s.inc strength as before our lat« accessioB of ter^rjr. 
.A b/ief recapitulation of tbe effects of these operati9D.9i on 
.^e Officers employed, will place the uttfir iifa^Myacy pf tiie 
Corps ti) meet the exigencies of the S«rvi(^e, in a mor^^strik- 
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• Jkt.tbe Si^es of fielgaum and other plades GHA1 
in th^ Southem Mmfarattai Gonatry^ theiie were J^^J^ 
iK>/ professidnal SEogioeens |>resent ; nor were 
there ooUtcted Uigeihrn MAtif time darmg: tini 

period; ifi^Mr. put af thesis fivewvere disabJadi 
B'iki bei9idftii !th0 q^ual; duties of Ei^oeer Offi^ 
q^» during « ^ieg^i which qUght to be those of 
g^)[|eral «9«ipQrin4:)eiide^oe ooly* .the labour of 
instructiiig th^ working p€U*tii9s. which h peou^ 
liair (Qrthe JfKUaaservker^qdwhich as I before 
remarked* <^uf htto b^ the, office of a Corporal 
or Private of S9jpf>er«i» haei also been thrown 
upoq .ib^i^^ugiii^eqr O^lceirs, so that they bare 
fictually^ been obliged to Ji^e entii^ly hi the 
treach^^ a^d to take food and sleep th^ret,, at 
aaeb Imoimnt^ las they could $iiateb. These 
ai^ not repre$ented as hatt}ships» It is. not too 
mwh t9my$ that they tMMire:al^ays l^een cheers 
jMlly.JM^ru; 1^1^ tvoul4 such temporary ick;on«- 
^aie^^cies be;tbpughtof,if tbeEi^hikeer Officers 

ing point of yie^^. Out ot eleven fingineer Officers serving in 

tb^ field ^l!b diff^retit tKvisiond, ^nd at different titled, during 

<te weer, tW6 1^^ killed, afteir hovi^ been bdth* Wonnded oa 

ionlifeff oocdbicyis I t^o died of ferers; tluree were vnomided ; 

two wer« <>)|l]ged. td quit the field frott iUness^and liave since 

been sen^rtp sea for the recovery of their health ; and more 

recently Captain Coventry, who conducted the Siege of 

A&i^eerghur, has fallen a sacrifice to the repeated attacks of a 

iff^kk, ii6 wbteh he^ becatte object hi domsequemie t>f ihwt 

severe service. ' S 

Q 2 
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CHAP, who experience them, could look forward with 
^^^* any certainty to the prospect of their labours 
being crowned with success. But this has never 
been the case. Whilst their bodies have been 
harassed by unnecessary «fatigues, th^r minds 
have been tormented by the anticipations of 
the failure of every operation of difficulty and 
importance, in which they have been engaged, 
owing to the want of properly instructed En- 
gineer. Soldiers, to assist them in their duties. 
I have, perhaps, said enough to convince 
every impartial and reflecting person of the 
necessity of this important improvement, being 
immediately adopted in our Indian .Army. In 
one Presidency only (the Bengal Government), 
steps have actually been taken, for carrying this 
measure into effect, as was before remarked in 
the Introductory Chapter,"^ and it is to be 
hoped, that ere long this salutary example will 
be followed at the other Presidencies. If, 
however, any other grounds than its own merits 
were required to prove the advantage that 
would accrue to the State, from a betjter organ- 
ization of the Engineer Department of our 
Indian Armies, recourse might be had toother 
examples for authority ; and the course pur- 
sued, by all the powers of Europe, with r^ard 
to this branch of their war equipments, inighit 
be cited as a proof of the high importance that 

♦ See Page 18. 
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is attached to it But without entering into a CHAP, 
detail of the Estabh'shment adopted by any ^^^' 
other nation, I shall only remark, that towards 
the close of the Peninsular War, the Corps of 
Royal Sappers and Miners in our own Service, 
consisted of no less than four Battalions of 
eight Companies each.^ 

Let us now consider the objections, that are 
likely to be ui^d against this important im- 
provement To those, who assert, that as we 
have done without Engineer Soldiers hitherto, 
we may do without them still ; and who object 
to every cbai^, however beneficial, merely be- 
cause it is a change ; no answer is necessary ; 
for it is vain to oppose by argument, those 
opinions which have no pretension to be founded 
upon reason, and which can only be resolved 
into a blind confidence of the continuance of 
that good fortune, which has so often be- 
friended us in our Indian Sieges. If it be said, 
that although a Corps of this description may 
be occasionally useful ; yet that a siege oc- 
curs so seldom in this country, that their ser- 

* This Corps has subsequently had its share in the general 
reductions, which have affected the whole of the British Army, 
since the Peace. ' The formation into Battalions has been set 
aside altogether, and the present system is to number the 
Companies, which will probably be adhered to, even in the 
event of great augmentations taking place hereafter. Every 
Company is commanded by a Second Captain, and two 
Subalterns, of the Royal Engineers. 
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.'CIlAP.^><^a may^ as herefofoure^ be dispensed, with: 
^^ to this Isbairbrietdy E^ply, thttt tlife niiierea- 
aooiug, if valid, would dd awa^ tbe: Actiildfy, 
audtifideed tbe vliole of ibe 'Artnyy ifttime of 
Peace; for a balitlo happens asifoldoiii as: a 
siege» and ^e ongliA to be as well prepared to 
meet the one as the othdr. Besides^ let it be 
remembered, that it is not merely dnriBg a s&ge, 
that a Corps of this kind would be usefnL Tbey 
would also afford meanaforthetnilitary passag^e 
of riyer^^ the want of whicb is so mach felt by 
eveify aiwy, that attempts to movft io India 
dnring the Monsoons, and althosif^h.tlie pavti- 
^ cular organization and equipments most proper 
for this peculiar branch of thaEngiiiedr De- 
'partment, in reference to theimtture. of the 
Rivers in India, ia too extensive a subject 'for 
me to enlarge upon in this Work^^ y^t I nay 

* !E^ery one who bas marohed wHi ttbi^ Ai'ffl^ry gdds 
^ IB Indm dsrii^ a Moaspoo, nrast be 9truck with tbe difficulty, 
if uot the in^ossibility^ which would attend the tjraiif port of a 
Pontoon train on the Europeaji principle, sufficient for cross- 
ing the largest Kivers of IhcRa, cluring the season, when it 
would be most required. In the British Service, judging by 
> the experience of the Peninsular wwt, no le8lB< tban 4S6 torses 
. wonid be considereck neoessary for teansportnf a train ef 96 
kirg» tin Pontoons, of tbe M Enf^h pattern^ logeli^r with 
die ooioiplement of store waggons, forge carts, &20. attached 
to them. A similar equipinent in India, would require 600 
of the country horses to transport it. 

"Without attempting, therefore, to organize a Peeieon 
Train of such immense magnitttde, ilhas occnrfedlo'm^, Unit 
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Wf)tei|ttttMt toaidH^ttotbeipeifectHm attaiofd ,%iHA 
m tUs ps^rtioular bmncb m the^Kin^s isenrMia, ^^^ 

. . • . • r • : • ' « . . U I . , . • .^ . * Hit :^ 

. rtsolves itself into (w^ distipef m^ii^Mr^s. • . « 

' ,Fir8t, In order to prqvide for. the pass^i^e of Rivers jof the 
fifst magnitudte (of "v^ifch th^re luri^ not mahy], letakkijill 
fortified post be established as high up the Riter as ^posslU^, 
!• mvrm as a de|M; fbrbcals, ^wicUr pcbtcpOB, ca8|cs» or other 
i^oatMW bofdi^ H ^^^ ^ P«n>4^ ^ ^iliWry'bridgef , togilMr 
witfi $1 suj^cif^nt proj^ilMm of all \kf other .stores n^^c^spjy 
fpr securing ai^d forming the superstructure of the bridge. *This 
abrahgeinent being previously niade, it will be obvious, tliat 
hf motitag the nteceisaiy sto^s dbwii Aie stream, an efficient 
\tMffi maybciMabl^Abcd^^n amy f^brt of the Riv€ll'MIiM|rtlie 
4<f^ The raQM cfMirar wgbt, pfrlmp^, b^ adbplad hi regai-H 
tp JEltvers of the seicond magnitude^ «uqfa as the Taptep^Maa- 
gerah, &c. 

' Secondly, 1*he passage of all Rivers of any importance, 

befaig thak pfovided^ for, a stuiLH tdilitaiy brfdfge eqtftpage 

Migbt bd carried ^MMi the andy itt tlid <eld, fo^ the ^mmga ^f 

Aenmor Rivtra, and of NvUafas, which might abo ocoa- 

siooaUy be us^, in aid of the walerialB from oae of t|ie 

dep6ts, for the passage of the larger Rivers, if re<j|uired* A 

traveling equipment of this nature n^ight, perhaps, consist of 

seveif OT ei|fht potatoons, of the tnost approted pattern, ^ith 

Ae femainder ^ casks to be carried on eataeh. Eighth th^sa 

useful animals might cany with ease, the casks, slings, braces, 

.i^9c« for fonni^ tw<t complete piers, which are eqaivalciiil to 

, an eqwil timber of the old English tin poatoeUti; exclusive 

.<of the superstructare, which might be oarried <C9 atofe oart4, 

to be drawn by bullocks, or horses* as may be found ax^t 

expedient* 

The above suggestions are, of course, only the ro^h and 
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CHAP, arrive, when the remark of the Pmicipsd An- 
^^ thor of this impraveaient at homey namely, 
'' that the Officers aud Men of the Rojral £ir- 
" gineer Department, may enter into competi- 
*' tion with the most expert Pontooners of any 
*' of the Continental nations/** will be equally 
applicable to the Engineer Departments of the 
Indian service. 

The principal objection, which in all pro- 
bability will be nrged i^inst the proposed 
improvement, is the additional expfense:^ but 
when the utility, or rather the indispensable 
necessity, of any measure is established^ the 
expense becomes a secondary consideratioa. 
There are, however, many advantages to counter^ 
balance it. The better founded prospect of sruc<- 
cess, the great saving of time and of lives, in every 
siege, and the consequent power of employing 
greater means against the enea^y, in all othtf 
operation, in the course of each campmg^. 
Take these circumstances into consideration. 
Estimate the value of the lives of the European 
Troops, so lavishly exposed under the present 
system; together with the increased ^expen- 



. ■_.-> 



crude outlioes of a system, which practioe khd elq^erieilioe 
alone could bring to perfection. One preliminary, however, 
is indispensable for this, and for every other imprarement in 
Engineering — a Corps of Soldiers to work with. 

* See the Preface to lieut.-Colonel Pasley's Elementary 
Fortification, Note C. 
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diture occasioned by those failures, which cBj 
must necessarily arise from the want of Engineer ^^ 
Soldiers : and the policy of having such a Corps 
will be admitted, even in an economical point 
of view. In Peace they may be employed to 
no less advantage, by following the example 
of the Royal Engineer Department, in which, 
so £sir as it can be done without injury to 
their efficiency, discipline, and instruction as 
Soldiers, they are made to assist in ^ the exe- 
cution of those public works and repairs^ which 
are always going on under the direction of the 
Engineers, and which otherwise would be 
entirely performed by hired Artificers and La- 
bourers, a set of men not much less expensive 
than a Military Corps in Peace, and not avail- 
able for the public Service, in time of War. 
Admitting the necessity of Engineer fiioldiers, Rcmi 

on th^ 

on the grounds that have been stated, it will bettor 
belong to abler judges to point out,and to h^her ^m 
authorities to determine upon the extent, to. ^e! 
which such an Establishment should be carried 
in India, and on the materials, of which it should 
be composed : but in abstaining from a full dis- 
cussion of this part of the subject, I may not 
be thought to pass the bounds, which I have 
prescribed to myself, in remarking, that a Corps 
of Engineer Soldiers would open a fidd for the 
employment of Half Casts, in which they might 
be brought forward to advantage^ as their pecu- 
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tUAf. liaidquatiications^ if |iro(ierly;d^ecteil» appear 
Y^j to rend^ar. tbeoD pattiGobrijr fit ifor tbis braDcli 
of iief vice : ami /tbtis a cac^ of moD; mh& are 
igbiiy iDoneaaiDgiaftinDlDiers^ abd Doriveqiielice, 
aosteadiqf beidg^ifaurthen to tbe connxninity, 
aKtocKinaoy pf iliieiii noMf! are^ tuiglit be made 
.QseArt and f eapcctabia ; . and woidd^ by beiag 
(thus bi;augbt into^itSiSeivice, be futniabed K/vitb 
'O. powerful motive o£alttfKfadieirt4otbe States 
«frthe same time^ tbat tbejr would coQtnbateio 
dts^d^fence^*^. fint wibate^er c}aatt or ckuieeaof 
nieil marf >be aeleeited iJDjr this. duty ialndaa^^ I 
ckiiM* help exprefiain^ my.hope^rthat tbey may 
bd drgaaissed oil tbe mbdel o£tthe Bi;itiah^ net 
01 tke iFvencft 8er?ioe^i tin Ifranoe,. Sapping, 
MiT]ffi%; and Pontodhiaii^yare dll diatiiiet dutiefir; 
andth^^ewe Battolwns of -Sappers, Compaows 
> < of Miner's, and Co mpfAnes ofiFotrtooneara^ toch 
• : ibaTiilg their {respective Ofiloirsi and limited to 
tbesrowa peoalistr emplayiiieKiitis. On tti^ great 
.' sicale of Continental war&r^ carried 4Ni by the 
r?mt ilrniiesi that ^followed the bantiera df Na- 
poleon, it ie possible that no iilconTenitibce 

' ^ The idea of employing Half t^a^ts (of the desoenrd^nts of 
^Bthropeans hy Native motfiers) is not jorfg^ijlil,' hitting beeto 
sQf giested "by Sir Jphn Malcolm> la a JettQr addreiuwd by hiiii» 
in 1817,: to Colonel Youog^ ^i| J^Ui^ry.$epf«t^iy to Loid 
. Hastlop ; and it has ^ince been broa^ before the Madras 
^Government in an official shape^ |)y Major d^ Haviland^ in a 
report, made by him, as acting Chief Engineer, on the state of 
the Engineer Department of that Presidency: 



■MJ^ibaTfe reralted from thdt ^^faMimidofil^ of mBAP. 
laboor; but it was jnfrtly ooiwttdered^lthlit ^ttbe ^^^L 
Britiek ^^fnrke^ it would ^prefelraMe-to haiie 
all itbe 'So^diem of tbe iBAgineer 'Department 
daspoiiable for tbegeoerft) diitieii^of thb^t^orfk, 
without distmctiofi: and, tfaferefore, every imm 
is equally instircicted and exercised ill Sappiiif^ 
Mining, mid Pern tooning; sathat in etevyflait 
ef the worl4, 1^ eirertioiis of erery CmBpiamf 
,cxf the Glorps may be commanded, in tbetiiian<- 
ner most useful to the State, accerdipg to tthfe 
nalvae of the Service going on. A i^yst^/alfiio, 
bias been (adopted in the Royai Siipf e|« and 
M iiien^, of granting exbtk pay, callM r tvitbrhii]^ 
tpay, to the men^ only on tfaose^daytf "when tbey 
ahr etnpleyed in? actual: Ikbotir for th^^piiiilie 
Service, and in three s»veral ra/les,^ in whSdk 
they a^eiclassed accordingto'tbdiiment, 'ivhkh 
a eatimated partly by their skill tind eixertioiis 
as workmen, and partly by tbeif regidctrrty atid 
good conduct as Soldiers. This systetti seeMs 
,no less worthy of. imitation, for by duly pro- 
portioning the mean rate of extri pay to the 
service performed, it involves no lidditional ex- 
pense, but is of the highest utility by promoting 
emulation, and affording encouragement to de- 
serving men, at the same time that it supersede, 
in a great measure^ the no^essity of personal 
punishment, by acting as a powerful check to 
idleness and misconduct. 
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CHAP. In ui^iiig the necessity of such an Bsiablish- 
^^^* ^ ment, : I have rested soldv on the ' incoQve- 
Dieucies, we have experienced in being Withodt 
it, in onr recent Wars, in wbidi ve hilTe 
always been the attacking power ; but the time 
may come, and the occurrences now taking 
place in Europe bring the question at least 
within the bounds of possibility, when we nfty 
be brought into collision with Earopeao Powers, 
and be obliged to fight, not for aggrandizement, 
but for^ preservation. It is not intended to 
argue this question, nor indeed is it introduced 
for any f^urpose, but to show, that if ev^r thie 
day should arrive, when we find ourselves dp- 
posed to European science, the* necessity of an 
efficient Engineer Department, whether for the 
defence of our maritime and otiier frontiers, or for 
attack, or for the passage of rivers, will become 
still more imperative. This idea may betbonght 
visionary, and tliey who are unable to see^ amid 
the calm which surrounds them, the presages 
of a storm, or the element of future convnlsions, 
may think it ridiculous, now that Peace reigns 
throughout India, to prepare for wars, which' 
may never happen, or which at all events they- 
trust may be far distant ; but let such- short- 
sighted persons at least remember, that Peace 
is the season for organizing an Army, and pre- 
paring it for the hour of emei^ency. Let them 
also remember, that it is uncertaia when that 
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hour may arrive, or with what Power we may OHAP. 
next have to contend ; and when it does arrive, ^]^ 
if. we are still unprovided with an ^cient £n-^ 
gineer Department, greater losses, and more 
nunierous reverses, will be ^perienced than 
heretofore; for we must not always expect to 
be opposed to Powers as irresolute and igtti^r 
rant of their own strength, as our enemies have 
proved themselves to be, in the last War. The 
experience of aU ages should convince xis of the 
contrary. Carthage was overcome on her own 
elemeQt»«by an enemy, whom she a;t first de* 
spised. In more modern times, Charles XII. 
with the finest and best disciplined army in tiie 
world, was overthrown at Pultowa, by men, 
who, but a few years before, had been a horde 
of barbarians, inferior to the Mahrattas of the 
present^; day, in military skill : and in some of 
the actions, that took place in our late Naval 
War with America, we have seen convincing 
exatnples Of the fatal effects that may result, 
from holding an enemy too cheap. 

Ip reference to a former part of this Chapter, 
in treating of the operations of a siege, I pur- 
posely avoided entering into any discussion of 
the duties of the Troops of the Line, in order 
to cohiQne the undivided attention of the reader 
to other points, of more urgent importance. In 
fact,; if. the defects of the Engineer Department 
of onr Indian Armies be reftioved, no dificulty 
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OH AP. will be found. ia employing the ottier troopSi 
^J}\, c^(M>perating iwith thiem in a 8iega, to the utmost 
adtatitage*!'^ The British Soldier iBsure to emp 
portihischaractelr, aadto jireserve hid supert^ 
oritur in' erery part of the globe {.anci aa^fiuTian 
013s ejcpeviencegoeS) I am very far. fiioai joining ia 
thedeilpondiD^-epiitioa of thoea, nvdio atti^eipaM 
onrldefeat^ aa aoon asioar 8epoya shall come 10 
oodtact.iirith£ttrapeaa)Ctiemi68.t Odthecoa- 
teary^ I look forward idth coniftdence to there- 
salt) jf tbe day should everiurrife, when they 
shall be drawn up to meet the hardy myriads of 
the North,. I am conrinced ikha^ it only reiquires 
Officers at their head, whom they loVe and 

* I eaxtnot, however, forbear remarkiog the great advantage 
that plight be derived in a siege from a small proportion of 
Riftemen ; but as the Rifle Corps is not sufficiently large, and as 
ii might not Accord with Its diseipUne to detach parties (Vom it, 
to etie^y place, wfkere this kind of service 10 going on^ perbapfi 
alnw-teloct men in «ach Cot-ps might be armed andi pracliMid 
with the rifle, which would ensure a certain number of Soldiers 
of this description^ whenerer they might be required. 

t Although the numerous instances on record of the high 
disciplihie, vaTour, and attachment to theif Oificers, evfnced by 
omr Sepoys, are sufficient to iestohlish thcjr miKtary eharaeter, 
the hard-eaiwed fame of our Katirs Army, has noit.becn 
allowed U^ go undisputed; and one wiiter, it particular^ goes to 
far as to urge the monstrous proposition, that those brave high- 
minded men, the Natives of our Provinces, who live under 
the protection of our laws, and who in fighting tot iis, fight 
alis^m'thfur own families and dearest itilereftts, sHaff be M- 
i^hattgeA for mtroenaiy A«aib% iand . M«likys» 
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esteem, for the Madras Native troops to follow CHAP, 
to the most daring, or even desperate enter- Y^^- 
prises. In regard to their employment at sieges, 
I shall only observe, that notwithstanding the 
very high opinion I entertain of them, they 
appear to me, when acting singly, to be wanting 
in that confidence, and presence of mind, which 
is the characteristic of the British Soldier ; and 
therefore the advanced sentries thrown out from 
the covering parties at a siege, should be select 
Europeans, in preference to Sepoys. 



THE END. 



PrinUd by Towmon and UnrriU, Chaik0m. 



